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ALA Moodle Learning Course Management System 

Strategies for repurposing course content and/or cloning courses 

Make a new course from an existing course backup via Restore 

Instructions for Course Restore from Moodle Docs: 
http://docs.moodle.org/20/en/Course_restore 

ALA’s Moodle admins have configured the ALA Moodle installation at http://classes.ala.org to 
backup all active courses every day starting at 12:15 a.m. The server has been configured to 
store 10 days worth of backups so we are unable to restore content that existed beyond that 
point. Backups are .zip files. 

Go to the Restore option in the course administration block of the class you want to clone and 
you’ll see backups listed there with a file name that includes the short name for the course and 
the date and time of the backup, the most recent will be at the bottom of the listing. Click on 
the Restore link next to the backup you want to make your next course, you will have an 
opportunity in the next prompts to choose to make new course from the back-up, you’ll also 
see a column of all course content next to a column of all the user interaction (data) with that 
content and then you can pick and choose from that list what you want to bring over. Generally 
for forums, quizzes and assignments, you will want to not include user data, however if 
glossaries are created by participants then you would want to keep that user data. 

To restore to a new course, the restore page will contain additional options for setting the new 
course category, short name (this must be unique, if you don’t change this value, Moodle will 
append a _1 after the short name of the previous course), full name, and start date.  

This process will take a while be patient. 

Once the new course has been created, you will have to go through the Settings and give the 
course a start date (if you missed this step during the restore), a new enrollment key etc to 
make sure you are not bringing over data from the original class that you don’t want. 

Import course data from one course to another 

Instructions for Importing from Moodle Docs: http://docs.moodle.org/en/Import_course_data 

It will be necessary for you to be the course creator of both courses because you can only 
import content from a course you made.  Importing content from a master course to newly 
created courses is a nice option because it brings in just resources and activities but no other 
teacher or student data.  So, you as the admin can make the new course shell, have the new 
dates and the new course name and after you have set all your settings, you can import the 
items that you want to brand your course from the master course.  So make sure you have 
everything in your master course named really well, so it’s clear what you want to bring over. 

Groups 

Instructions for Groups form Moodle Docs: http://docs.moodle.org/en/Groups 

You can also work with Groups, if you want to keep the participant history of the course intact.  
Say, you had the same teacher for a course for three quarters.  With Groups you keep the same 
course but define who sees what by Groups.  You have one group for quarter one, another for 
quarter two etc. each group is given its own unique enrollment key. 
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