
RUSA STARS International ILL Committee Midwinter 2016 Meeting Minutes 

Date: January 9th, 2016 

Attendees: Poul Erlandsen (Chair), Mila Su, Kurt Munson, Elan Lange 

 

 

Agenda:  

1.       Introductions 

2.       International ILL Survey – Executive Summary 

3.       International ILL Survey – Article for the ILDS Journal (Deadline 1st February) 

4.       International ILL Survey – What next? Data analysis. 

5.       Article as suggested by Beth 

6.       What should the committee be working on until Annual – suggestions? 

7.       Brochure 

8.       SHARE-ILL page revisions 

9.       IFLA ILDS Preconference 

10.      AOB  

 

We skipped Agenda Item 1, as there were only four of us. 

 

2 - International ILL Survey - Executive Summary 

Mila will be happy to write the summary, but needs the journal article. Kurt has it, as well 

as the PowerPoint from the ILDS meeting in Istanbul, and gave her his contact information 

- she'll write a draft and send it to the whole I-ILL committee to review. We have a model to 

follow from the last iteration of the survey. 

The audience for the executive summary was thought to be RUSA rather than IFLA, 

although it would be great if the libraries who participated in the survey had access to the 

results. The survey was anonymous, though, so we may need to distribute the link to the 



results in the same manner we distributed the survey. Poul will speak with Tina and 

Heather at Exec. 

 

3 - International ILL Survey – Article for the ILDS Journal  

Kurt is almost done with the article, but some data are missing due to Qualtrics' 

inaccessibility from his home computer. Jason from University of Washington is plugging 

the numbers in, and he and Hilary are writing the borrowing and lending summaries. 

Hilary will also create the graphs. They will meet their deadline of mid-January.  

Kurt, Hilary, Jason, Poul & Heidi have been working on the article, and Kurt will send out a 

reminder next week. 

 

4 - Data Analysis - what's next? What can we do with it? 

A further analysis of the data might yield a journal article and/or a presentation at the ILDS 

satellite meeting in DC.  

Kurt said it's not a particularly rich set of data: it's flat (no 'why/why not' questions), not 

deep, and much of what he worked with was in comparison to the 2011 set, which was 

heavily weighted to North American libraries. Mila thought we might look at trends, for 

future follow-up surveys; Kurt said there was space for additional comments in the free 

text portion at the end of the survey and perhaps the analysis could focus on these. Geneva 

and Hilary are expert analysts; we can see what they find before deciding to go ahead with 

a presentation. 

 

5 - Article for portal 

If we run into a deadline with the ILDS meeting, a journal article will be the way to 

go. portal: Libraries and the Academy is an academic librarianship research publication, 

and Beth Clausen is the editor for the Global Perspectives section. An article in the journal -

 most likely focusing on the anecdotal information from the free text responses - would 

complement the work we've done on the survey. Kurt, Geneva, and Hilary would work on 

this.  



 

6 - Work for the Committee until Annual 

Kurt says he can chair the committee for the coming year. 

The big thing we've worked on in the past two years is the survey and results. Digging 

deeper into this survey than we did in 2011 gives us something to move forward 

on. Figuring out what the 'big questions' are will be the next step, and deciding what we 

want to focus on. If members need access to the Qualtrics data, Jason at U.W. can get 

them in. 

 

7 - Brochure for IRRT 

Peter Bae would like to put together an 'introduction to ILL' brochure to offer international 

attendees at ALA Annual as part of the International Relations Round Table. 

For maximum return on investment of effort, it was suggested that instead of a 

brochure we create a digital page with information that would address multiple 

populations: people who don't know about borrowing from other countries, as well as 

people who do know, but not how to go about it. We could create a simple bookmark with 

the URL for IRRT to pass out at Annual, but also have a ready-to-print handout available. 

 

8 - ShareILL 

We're in charge of editing the pages for National Bibliographies, Gateways and union 

catalogues, and National Libraries. Mila has offered to edit the National Bibliographies 

page, but we still need volunteers for the other pages. She will send out screenshots to 

committee and see what needs to be done. 

 

9 - IFLA/ILDS Preconference 

See item 4 above. Geneva and Hilary may be interested; Hilary lives in D.C. There has been 

no call for papers yet, so we're not completely sure if the survey results will be a good fit. 

 



10. AOB 

Sue Kaler came over during the meeting and asked us: 'Who's your customs broker?' She 

was asked by a Canadian library to supply the name of hers, and had never been asked this 

before. Neither had any of us! 

 

Please let me know if you have any additions or corrections. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Elan Lange 

 


