Virginia  Boucher – OCLC Distinguished ILL Librarian Award 

General FAQ

1.  What is the Virginia  Boucher – OCLC Distinguished ILL Librarian Award?
It is an annual award for practitioners who have made outstanding contributions in the area of interlibrary loan.  OCLC sponsors the award
2.  What does the award consist of?
The award consists of $2,000 and a citation.  It is presented at the STARS ILL Discussion Group meeting at the ALA annual conference.

3.  What are the selection criteria?
Outstanding professional achievement, leadership, and contributions to interlibrary loan and document delivery through publication of significant professional literature, participation in professional associations, and/or innovative approaches to practice in individual libraries. The candidate must have been employed in a library and held some responsibility for his or her institution's ILL, document delivery, or resource sharing services at the time the contribution being honored was made. Contributions supporting a nomination must have occurred during the two years prior to the nomination deadline.  The candidate's achievement must be accomplished in one of the following areas:

a. Planning and implementing an innovative or pioneering approach to ILL/document delivery service that is recognized as a model on a regional or national level.

b. Notable publication, such as an article, book, or conference paper, which is deemed significant in the literature of the field.

c. A record of sustained, recognized, and exceptional participation in regional, national, or international associations devoted to the promotion of ILL/document delivery in a library environment.

4.  How is the winner selected?
The STARS officers names an Award Committee each year.  Membership consists of a chair and several other members, usually including the previous year’s Award winner.  The chair sends out several calls for nominations to many library listservs between about September and December. The nomination deadline is usually in mid-December. The committee reviews the nominations and selects a winner in January.

5.  How should I submit a nomination?

The call for nominations will include contact information for the Award Committee Chair. Nominations take the form of a letter, which includes a formal statement of nomination with some rationale and a resume of the nominee's career and achievements.  Please also include contact information for the nominee 

6.  Can I nominate myself?

Yes.

7.  If I nominated someone in a previous year and they were not a winner, can I nominate them again?

Yes.  Please submit an updated nomination to this year’s Award Committee chair.
8.  Can I nominate a group of people that meet the award criteria?
Yes.

9.  Is the award open to people who do not have an MLS or who are not librarians?
Yes.
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