
MARS Executive Committee Meeting I 
ALA Midwinter 

January 26, 2013 
10:00 am to 11:30 am 

Renaissance Seattle Hotel, Compass West 
 

Draft Minutes 
 

Present 
Executive Committee members 
Debbie Bezanson, Chairperson; Sam Stormont,Vice-Chairperson; Dianna McKellar, Past-
Chairperson; Kelley Lawton, Secretary, Courtney Greene, Member-at-Large 

Committee and Task Force Chairs and Representatives: 
Alisa Gonzalez; Anne Houston; Jim Langan; Mary Mintz; Julie Piacentine; Donna Scanlon  
 
Introductions 

Review Agenda 

Announcements 
• Hot Topics, “More iLibrarian Tales from the Reference Crypt: 

How Librarians with Mobile Devices are Changing the Game,” is on Saturday, January 26, 
2013, 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm, in the Washington State Convention Center, Room 213. 

• Virtual Reference Discussion Forum is  on Saturday, January 26, 2013, 4:30 pm to 5:30 
pm, Washington State Convention Center, Room 619. 

• RUSA Membership Social is Saturday, January 26, 2013,  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm, Grand 
Hyatt Seattle, Leonesa I 

• The User Experience (UX) Design Committee discussion, “Putting U in UX Design” with 
speaker Heidi Steiner, is on Sunday, January 27, 2013, 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm, Washington 
State Convention Center, Room 203. 

• RUSA Book and Media Awards Reception is on Sunday, January 27, 2013, 5:00 pm to 
6:30 pm, Renaissance Seattle Hotel, Municipal Room. MARS Best Free Website award 
winners will be announced.  Donna reported that the creation of a logo for the winners 
to put on their websites is in progress. 

• Executive Committee II is scheduled for Monday, January 28, 2013, 8:30 am to 11:30 
am, Washington State Convention Center, Room 214. 

• After MidWinter, please send committee chair/co-chair and member recommendations 
to Sam. If you are rotating off your committee, it is important for Sam to know. 



• Debbie heard that the 4-hour free New Tech for Reference workshop, co-sponsored by 
MARS and RSS, was a success. She believes there were around 90 attendees. 

• Debbie will send out the minutes from 2012 Annual, and we will vote on them virtually. 
 

Committee/Representatives Reports 
 
Virtual Reference Discussion Group (Julie Piacentine): Recently, the group has had more 
difficulty recruiting members due to the reduction of travel funding for many librarians. To 
minimize travel expenses for speakers, the group is trying to recruit someone from the Chicago 
area for the 2013 Annual meeting. Debbie mentioned that it is possible to get a list of MARS 
members which can be sorted by location. This may be way to identify and recruit a speaker.  
Also, holding a virtual discussion would be a way to reach members who can’t attend ALA 
conferences. Courtney agreed and said that LITA has had great success with their virtual 
discussions.  
 
Scheduling (Dianna McKellar): The largest block of time that we have for 2013 Annual is 1.5 
hours. Everyone is losing 30 minutes. These new time slots could impact the MARS-RSS joint 
meeting. Would it be possible to request the same room for 2 time slots for this meeting? If you 
are planning to hold a discussion forum, Dianna needs that information by February 4 (official 
deadline is February 9). Dianna also mentioned that the ALA no-conflict times are Friday from 4 
pm to 7 pm and Tuesday from 9:30 am to 10:30 am. Debbie is concerned that a one-hour All 
Committee meeting is a bit tight, but ALA is responding to user feedback about reducing 
meeting times. There is also a concern that the Executive Committee meeting will conflict with 
the RUSA President’s Program. Donna said that she may get more information about the exact 
time of the RUSA President’s Program at Monday’s RUSA Conference Program Coordinating 
Committee (CPCC). 

 
Nominating Committee (Anne Huston): The Committee has submitted the following slate of 
candidates: 

• Vice-Chairperson/Chairperson-Elect: Stephanie Graves and Donna Scanlon 
• Member-At-Large: Amy Lynn Fry and Matt Torrence 

 
Planning Committee (Anne Huston):  The committee is tasked with revising the MARS 
Handbook.  Currently, the Handbook is a static PDF, and the committee is discussing publishing 
it in a new format, perhaps a Wiki or a libguide.  They are also working on the MARS Section 
Review. The Members-at-Large are working with committee chairs to gather information.  
Committee chairs should submit their completed questionnaires by March 15. A SWOT analysis 
is also planned.  RUSA is undertaking a division-level review, and Mary Mintz is our 



representative in that endeavor. The question is coming up again about a possible merger with 
RSS as both sections are seeing a downturn in recruitment, so this will definitely be a future 
topic of discussion. 
 
RUSA Standards and Guidelines (Mary Mintz): The committee has not met yet, so no report at 
this time. 

 
Virtual Reference Services (Alisa Gonzalez): The committee is working on a webinar about Slam 
the Boards and marketing featuring Bill Pardue. It will be free.  Debbie asked if this had been 
approved. Alisa thinks it was approved by RUSA. The webinar will hopefully be in May and 
perhaps there could be bridging activity at Annual with Bill Pardue as speaker.  The committee 
has drafted a new mission statement, absorbing the RSS commitment.  The statement will need 
to be run by RSS and submitted for inclusion in the MARS Handbook. MARS is working jointly 
with RSS on the state of virtual reference services survey.  
 
Best Free Websites (Donna Scanlon): The committee’s work doesn’t start until after Midwinter.  
Currently, there are 12 members on the committee, and they are expecting a good batch of 
sites to review. Donna announced that she has served four years on the committee, so she will 
be rotating off. Debbie mentioned that the virtual participation fostered by this committee has 
worked well in this time of reduced travel budgets. 
 
MARS Chair Programming Committee (Donna Scanlon):  They have 3 speakers lined up, David 
Bietila, Web Program Director, University of Chicago Library, and Lesley Moyo and Tracy 
Gilmore of Virginia Tech. The topic of the program is interface design and how reference 
librarians should be involved in looking at user behavior. David will be discussing user studies 
while the two speakers from Virginia Tech will focus on data mining. Courtney mentioned Alexa 
Pearce from NYU as a possible speaker. She did an interesting talk at a LITA forum on creating 
personas from VR transcripts. 
 
RUSA Conference Programing Coordinating Committee (Donna Scanlon): Donna reported that 
each division has 12 program slots, so each section has one slot. RUSA is working to move some 
programs (e.g., AFL-CIO) to the ALA level. This change goes into effect in 2014 and does not 
affect discussion forums.  
 
RUSA Professional Development (Donna Scanlon): Donna reports that the committee has 
received 9-10 good webinar submissions. She has not yet seen a submission from MARS. 
Debbie believes that the Management of Electronic Reference Services Committee (Matt 
Torrence) is working on a proposal. Dianna thinks that Matt is planning to hold a discussion 



forum and webinar after 2013 Annual. RUSA is sponsoring one free webinar per section. RUSA 
will help with logistics and provide $150 for speaker fees. Donna announced that webinar 
proposals need to be received by April 13. 
 
Achievement Recognition Certificate Committee: Debbie reported that the committee has 
extended its deadline to the end of the end of the month. They would love to get receive more 
nominations. 
 
Outreach: Debbie reported that Outreach is planning the happy hour for Annual. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 

 
 
 


