
 

 

A New Name for MARS? 
 
At the ALA Midwinter 2010 meeting, the MARS Executive Committee approved the 
referral of two amendments to the MARS Bylaws to the MARS membership for a vote in 
the spring 2010 election.  
 
If approved, the first amendment would change the official name of the Section from the 
acronym, “Machine Assisted Reference Section,” to “MARS: Emerging Technologies in 
Reference Section.” Under this proposal, the individual letters of MARS will no longer 
stand for words, but the Section will be able to retain the “MARS” brand which it has 
established over the years, and the words following MARS--Emerging Technologies 
Reference Section--will describe the focus of the Section.  The second amendment 
would update the Section objectives to reflect the Section’s emphasis on emerging 
technologies for reference, and align it with the proposed revision of the Section name.  
Background on the changes and the full text of the proposed amendments appear 
below. 
 
BYLAWS 
 
Bylaws Amendments for Ratification.  In accordance with Article XI of the MARS 
Bylaws, the following two amendments to the Bylaws have been approved by the MARS 
Executive Committee for referral to the Membership for ratification.   
 
Explanation for the Amendments: 
 
Following the 2007-2008 MARS Section Review, the MARS Executive Committee 
authorized a subcommittee of the MARS Planning Committee to review the Section’s 
name, mission and activities.  The Subcommittee report, which recommended re-
articulating the Section’s focus on emerging technologies, was accepted by the MARS 
Executive Committee at the 2009 Annual Conference, and discussed by the Executive 
Committee at the 2010 Midwinter meeting. In response to the report, the Executive 
Committee now proposes changes to the Bylaws in two areas: 
 
1)  Name of the Section 
 
The current name of MARS is an acronym standing for Machine-Assisted Reference 
Section, which dates from the Section’s formation in the 1970’s.   Although many 
members have expressed a fondness for MARS as a name and the informal “catchy” 
uses, such as Messages from MARS, My Favorite Martian, and MARS Best Free 
Reference Web Sites, they find the acronym too antiquated to describe the vital 21st 

century mission and activities of the Section.  After exploring alternative expansions of 
the acronym without success, the current Executive Committee voted to propose to the 
membership the use of MARS as a branding name, rather than an acronym. (OCLC is 
an example of another organization that made a similar change.)  Under this proposal, 
the new name of the Section would be MARS: Emerging Technologies in Reference 
Section, and the letters of MARS would no longer represent specific words; instead, the 



 

 2 

words following MARS will convey the essence of the Section's focus.  Approval of the 
name change in "Article 1. Name" of the Bylaws will constitute approval for similarly 
revising all references to "Machine Assisted Reference Section" in the MARS Bylaws 
and other official MARS documents. 
 
2)  Objectives of the Section 
 
The proposed restatement of the objectives of MARS sharpens the Section’s focus on 
emerging technologies for reference, and aligns it with the proposed revision of the 
Section name.  
 
Taken together, these two Bylaws changes clarify the focus of the Section on emerging 
reference technologies, more accurately reflect the activities and services of the 
Section, and will enhance the Section's ability to attract and retain members and to offer 
new services, while still allowing the Section to retain the MARS brand.  
  
Carolyn Larson, MARS Chair, on behalf of the MARS Executive Committee,  
January 31, 2010 
 
The Bylaws text which MARS members will be voting on appears below. The new text is 
underscored, and deletions are in [brackets]. 
 
 
 
Article I. Name. 
 
   Proposed Text: 

Section 1.   The name of this organization shall be MARS: Emerging Technologies in 
Reference Section, a section of the Reference and User Services Association of the 
American Library Association. 

   Deleted Text 
Section 1.  [The name of this organization shall be the Machine-Assisted Reference 
Section of the Reference and User Services Association of the American Library 
Association.]  
 
 
Article II. Objectives. 
 
   Proposed Text: 
 
Section 1. MARS: Emerging Technologies in Reference Section serves reference and 
information service providers who leverage emerging technologies to deliver the highest 
quality services to users. In this context of emerging technologies, we advocate for, 
promote and strengthen user environments and interactions, as well as the creation of 
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innovative information resources, as part of the continuum of reference and user 
services in libraries.  
  
Section 2. The responsibilities of the Section are: 
 
a. reviewing emerging and cutting-edge information technologies, 
b. assessing the quality and impact of those technologies on reference services, 
c. educating library and information services staff about using and creatively applying 

those technologies in reference services, 
d. developing and supporting guidelines and  best practices for library and information 

services that employ emerging and cutting-edge technology, 
e.    bringing together those who create and provide information resources and services, 
f. providing a forum for the exchange of experiences and ideas, and 
g. synthesizing activities and developing partnerships with other units 

within RUSA and ALA as appropriate. 
 
    Deleted Text 
 
Section 1. [The Machine-Assisted Reference Section of the Reference and User 
Services 
Association represents the interests of those concerned with attaining the highest 
possible 
quality in planning, developing, managing, teaching, or conducting all forms of 
computer-based reference and information services in libraries.] 
 
Section 2. The responsibilities of the section are: 
 
[a. To conduct activities and projects within the section's areas of interest. 
b. To be a means of sharing experience and information among interested librarians 
from all types of libraries and information services. 
c. To seek to synthesize the activities of other units within the American Library 
Association that have a bearing on machine-assisted reference services. 
d. To be a forum for discussion between libraries and the producers and suppliers of 
computerized reference and information services in a variety of formats. 
e. To represent the needs and interests of the wide diversity of library users.] 
 
Note: The complete set of the current MARS Bylaws appears in Appendix A of the 
MARS Handbook at 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/rusa/sections/mars/marssection/marshandbook/hand
book_pgs_44thru50.pdf  
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