
Meeting the Needs of Your Family History Patrons 
RUSA Genealogy Preconference (ALA Midwinter) 

 
Friday, January 30 2015 

Hyatt Regency Chicago, 151 East Wacker Drive, Chicago, IL 60601 
An interactive day learning and networking for all librarians serving genealogists. Leaders from the library and 
genealogical industry will cover a variety of topics, including strategic planning, partnerships, and serving diverse 
populations. Luncheon provided by our sponsor, ProQuest.  

Advanced free registration required: http://bit.ly/1FdaG1O (space is limited).  
8:30am  Registration 
 

9:00am  Winding Your Way Through the Web: Popular Sites for Genealogists 
  Ginger Frere, MLIS 

The Internet can be an overwhelming place for genealogists and those who serve them. This session will introduce 
several free websites, which will help your patrons discover when great-grandpa was born or how he came to the 
U.S. Learn about FamilySearch, Cyndi’s list and other reliable sites for doing genealogy.  
 

10:30am Genealogy: Getting Your “Free” On  
  Thomas MacEntee 

In recent years, more and more free resources have come online for genealogists and family historians. Besides the 
most popular free sites, you’ll learn about little-known resources that can open research doors and break down brick 
walls. In addition, you’ll understand how free sites work and how to build your own toolbox of free online resources. 

 

11:45am Lunch (sponsored by ProQuest) 
 

1:30pm Partnerships for the 21st Century – Libraries, Societies, and Commercial     
  Companies can create an Amazing Partnership  
  David E. Rencher, AG, CG, FUGA, FIGRS 

The introduction of the digital age and an array of amazing online resources have rewritten the information 
landscape. Coupling this with a library’s printed core collection strains existing budgets and resources. Learn and 
share ideas to stretch those resources to the benefit of all your patrons. 

 

2:45pm Beyond the Pedigree Chart: Serving Diverse Populations 
  Matthew Rutherford, MLIS 

This session will present strategies for attracting and serving genealogy researchers with various ethnic and non-
traditional family histories. Challenges and solutions for working successfully with African American, Jewish, 
adoptee, and other populations whose bloodlines fall outside a traditional pedigree chart will be discussed. 

 

Register online at: http://bit.ly/1FdaG1O  
 
About the Speakers 
Ginger Frere, MLIS, is a reference librarian in the Genealogy and Local History Section at the Newberry Library in Chicago where 
she is co-director of ChicagoAncestors.org, a website for finding historical information about Chicago. She is a frequent presenter in 
the Chicago-land area and also works with private clients.  
 
Thomas MacEntee is a professional genealogist specializing in the use of technology and social media to improve genealogical 
research and as a means of interacting with others in the family history community. 
 
David E. Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA, is employed as the Chief Genealogical Officer for FamilySearch. A professional 
genealogist since 1977, he is an Accredited GenealogistCM with ICAPGenSM in Ireland research and a Certified GenealogistSM with 
the Board for Certification of Genealogists®. He is a past-president of the Federation of Genealogical Societies. 
 
Matthew Rutherford, MLIS, is Curator of Genealogy and Local History at the Newberry Library in Chicago. He is responsible for 
genealogy collection development and oversees the Newberry’s genealogy reference services. He regularly presents genealogy seminars 
and workshops in the Chicago area and also teaches RUSA’s online Genealogy 101 course. 


