Business Reference Sources Committee (BRSC)

Business Reference and Services Section (BRASS)

Reference and User Services Association (RUSA)

American Library Association (ALA)

ALA Midwinter Conference, January 16, 2005, 2-4 pm

Mariott Copley Place, Grand Ballroom G, Table 9&10

Members Present: David Bickford, Linda Dausch (Recorder), Mary Gilles, Chris LeBeau (Chair)

Members Absent: Excused: David Flynn, John Heintz (virtual Member) Unexcused: Kathy Shelfer, Elisabeth Leonard, Greg Tong. 
Guests Present: Susan Gray, Curley Jones (BRASS Rep. to RUSA Membership Committee), Gary White (BRASS Executive Committee)

1. Welcome and Introductions

Chris LeBeau, Chair, called the meeting to order at 2:07 pm. Members and guests introduced themselves.

2. Approval of minutes for June 27, 2004 (Orlando)

The minutes were approved as distributed.

3. BRASS Announcements

White announced the BRASS dinner at Durgin Park at 6 pm on Monday, January 17, 2005. He also announced that committees should not take their program speakers who are not librarians (and, emphatically, not vendors) out to eat. Doing this presents a conflict of interest for BRASS. Committees should let such speakers know about this up front. It is appropriate for committees to send a letter or thank you note. It is permissible for committees to invite librarian speakers out to eat. Gilles suggested that written guidelines would be helpful for chairs and planners on the topic of what BRASS deems appropriate as a standard approach. Information does not always get passed on through committee notebooks. White added that there is now only one executive committee report due to the elimination of the BRASS Executive Committee’s meeting at the beginning of conference. 

4. Chair’s Report

LeBeau reviewed the committee roster. Many members’ terms are expiring. Gilles is continuing. Current committee members serving only one term thus far were invited to rejoin for a second. White added that the Executive Committee would like reports from chairs on which members are attending and participating. Jennifer Boettcher will consider such reports while she is making committee appointments for spring. She will have the roster before end of the midwinter conference. 

5. RUSQ Column

Gilles has offered to assemble the column. She stated that the committee’s third column will aim to appear in the Fall 2005 issue of RUSQ. The committee may nominate titles published May 2004-May 2005. The timeline for making nominations is January 2005 through mid-April 2005. In mid-April the Nominations Coordinator will compile a list of titles. Gilles will call for final recommendations. She will contact publishers to ensure the titles are available for review at the annual conference in Chicago. At the annual conference, the committee will vote for titles on a ballot. The committee will designate review writers. Gilles displayed the written procedures for the whole process that were distributed last fall and can email the document again to committee members if needed.

Gilles will email the column to the committee two weeks after the annual conference. August is the target deadline to have the column submitted to the RUSQ editor. The committee discussed how members select titles – Choice, Publishers’ Weekly, Library Journal, Amazon.com, Collection Manager software. Titles are restricted to the reference category and 16-20 titles is the maximum of total titles selected for the column. 

6. 2005 Publishers Open Forum

LeBeau distributed the flyer for Extreme Makeover: Old Friends, New Faces – Database Facelifts for 2005, to be held on Monday, January 17, 2005, 9:30-11:00 am at the Sheraton, Room Liberty B. A correction was made to Standard and Poor’s presentation on the flyer. S&P will make their presentation on the interface conversion process and highlight their Stock Reports product rather than NetAdvantage Market Insight. The post-Forum lunch situation with the speakers has been resolved in accordance with the new BRASS protocols discussed above. 

7. 2006 Publishers Open Forum

Taxes are a possible topic, with representation from CCH and RIA. Personal investing, with representation from Morningstar and Valueline (located in San Antonio, the location of the 2006 Midwinter ALA Conference) as another possible topic was discussed. Other possible topics reviewed were market research (done in 2003 though), demographics, international business sources, Spanish-language business sources and journals. It was suggested that these possibilities could be broached at the BRASS dinner and on the BRASS listserv. 

8. Ongoing Communications with Publishers

There have been no issues, hence no communication with publishers for the last six months. 

9. Discussion of needs for new reference sources

There are new links on the BRASS Web site for users to suggest ideas for original business reference sources or improvements to existing sources. The committee’s suggestions included a database of business information created by librarians from freely available information (Kathy Shelfer’s work thus far on this was distributed by LeBeau), start-up grants for small businesses/entrepreneurs (Dausch and Gray), and industry surveys for small industries, particularly in the service sector (Dausch). 

10. Other Business

The BRASS dinner and possibilities for virtual membership in committees were discussed.

11. Adjournment

LeBeau adjourned the meeting at 3:05 pm.

