BRASS

Business Reference in Public Libraries Committee

Midwinter 2004

San Diego

Time: Saturday, January 10, 2004, 2 PM

San Diego Marriott – Exhibit Hall, Tables 22 and 23

(Really the Parking Garage – Handicapped Zone)

Members present: Pamela Morgan, Nelly Somerman and Sharon Vincent

Guests:  Mark Anderson (Chicago Public Library – BRASS Executive Committee), Angela Jacobe (Orange County Library System, Orlando), Shelly Bennett (Chicago Public Library – Public Library Assn.), Pinar Arcan (D.C. Public Library)

1. Call to order 2:10 p.m.

2. Introduction of members and guests

3. Executive Committee Report:

· Update of the slate of officers for 2004 election.

· “Success by the Numbers – Business Statistics” is the Orlando program.  An occasional paper will come out of this program.

· The Education Committee will be taking over the planning of “Business Librarianship 101” at each Midwinter Preconference. RUSA has requested this to continue at Midwinter Preconference.
· The ad hoc Section Review Committee made a recommendation to the Strategic Planning Committee that this committee be used to look at and to act upon recommendations made.

4. No committee meeting in Toronto- no minutes to approve
5. Discussion of the Small Business Inc. Forum at Toronto-NA (NO members in attendance had been to this.)

6. Public Libraries Briefcase

· Barbara Birkas is doing the January issue on Personal Investing.

· Pamela Morgan will do the July issue.  The topic will be “Finding Company Information”.

· Someone is needed to do the April issue.  The topic of Small Business websites was suggested. (Perhaps Karen Van Drie, our virtual member, or Jennifer F. Bernardelli, Rhonda Kleiman, Judy  Li , Susan Phillis, Mark Wendt might be able to do this.)
7. Chicago Forum, 2005

Topics were discussed for the Chicago Forum, 2005:

· Personal investing.  Concern that this subject is too broad and may not be of interest to Academic libraries.

· Government online sources for business, such as economic indicators, commodities, etc.

· Ethics in business reference librarianship – possibly get a professor to do this.

· Taking a business online.

· “Schmooze or Lose” – partnering with the business community.

8. Other business

· Sharon Vincent asked members and guests about intentions to stay on the committee or joining the committee.

9. Adjourned 3:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Nelly Somerman

