BRASS

Business Reference in Public Libraries Committee

Midwinter 2003

Philadelphia

Time: Saturday, January 25, 2003

Pennsylvania Convention Center, Room 111B

Members present: Mark Andersen, Chair, Doug Doremus, Nelly Somerman, Barb Birkas, Sharon Vincent, Jennifer Mahnken, Irwin Faye

Guests: Sue Goshorn, Karen Byrne (Abington Free Library, PA)

Jake Sherman (Rutland Free Library, VT), Kim Gabert (Darien Library, CT),

Beth Dearwe (student), Michele LaMeau (Gale), Kelly Janousek (CSU, Long Beach), Cathleen Sullivan (South Orange, NJ), Shelley Bennett (Chicago Public Library)

1. Call to order 2:10 p.m.

2. Introduction of Members and Guests

3. Executive Committee Report- Andersen

4. Approval of Minutes

5. Guest from ad hoc Section Review Committee

a. Testimony from members as to the usefulness of the committee

b. Increased cooperation between Membership and Public Librarian award Committees was suggested.

c. Virtual membership is a viable option for this committee.

6. Old Business

a. Public Libraries Briefcase

i. Andersen reported on the number of hits to the page

ii. Suggestions were made to spread the word about the articles on various lists(Bizlib-l, Brass-l, Publib-l)

iii. Suggestions were made to increase the accessibility to the articles from the BRASS and RUSA main pages.

iv. Future Topics-

1. Vincent will write the next article (April) on successful business programs in public library. Posting to the lists for ideas.

2. The article after that could be a follow-up to the annual program on Small Business Workshops (Faye and Birkas)

3.  Future ideas- Job and Career Resources (Somerman), Personal Investing (Andersen), Demographics, Basic Economic Theories and Concepts, Pop Management

b. Toronto Forum

i. Small Business, Inc.: Designing and Promoting a Small Business Workshop in a Public Library. Faye will cover the structure and what to include and Birkas will cover the target audience and how to promote it.

ii. Mahnken will design a flyer for the Forum to post on web page /send as an attachment to Brass-l, Publib-l, Bizlib-l.

iii. Andersen will check with the Development Committee about sponsorship of refreshments and publicity for the Forum.

7. Adjourned 3:40

Respectfully Submitted,

Sharon Vincent

