Business Reference Sources Committee

Meeting Minutes

ALA Mid-Winter Conference, January 20, 2007 10:30 – 12:30PM
Sheraton – Capitol Hill Room
Members Present: Anne Bradley, Jian Bai, Lee Pasackow, Patricia Kenly, Elizabeth Malafi, Monica Singh, Leticia Camacho, Chris LeBeau
Excused Absence: David Bickford, Peter McKay, Ning Zhou

Virtual Members: Carissa Tomlinson, John Heintz, Karen Chapman, 
Guests Present: Michael Oppenheim, Susan Hurst, Carol Smith, Karen Gilles, Julie Raynor, Laura Leavitt, Carol Fang, E. Donofrio
1. Welcome and Introductions

Chris LeBeau called the meeting to order at 10:30AM.  

2. Approval of minutes from June 21, 2006.
The minutes were approved.  
3.   Introductions
All members and visitors introduced themselves.

4.   Chair Report
Chris LeBeau discussed the need for more publicity for the Forum as the Discussion Groups seem to get much more play. This year’s Forum speakers all came from companies that do not normally exhibit at ALA and so their appearance at ALA was an extra cost to their companies.  This being the case, we want to make sure there is sufficient publicity to justify the expense these visitors incur. Since, Discussion Groups also have speakers, the committee discussed the possibility of relabeling the Forum to a Discussion Group? 
Follow-up note after meeting: The BRASS Executive Board indicated that Discussion Groups are different entities and that our Committee would have to change its status. It was decided that BRASS needs to address publicity overall for Forums, Programs and Discussion Groups and that our Committee should retain its status as a committee.

5.  RUSQ Column:  Outstanding Business Reference Sources
Lee Pasackow led a discussion and review of the titles submitted to date for consideration for the RUSQ column 2008. Anne Bradley will update the lists in the Online Communities with reviewer’s names.  When adding titles, committee members should include the date.  They will work out the details about having committee add comments when reviewing sources to try to keep comments organized. 
Patricia Kenly was thanked for the excellent job she did editing and overseeing the publication of the 2007 column.
6.  2007 Publishers Open Forum

The Forum panelists this year were: Vanessa Ware, Chief of the Data Dissemination Branch of the Foreign Trade Div. of the U.S. Census (USA Trade Online), Markie Muryawan, principal developer of the UN Comtrade, and David Grudig, Sales & Marketing Director for Euromonitor International (GMID). 

 Chris LeBeau purchased token gifts for the forum presenters this year. The gift was a notepad with pen from the Seattle Public Library.  
According to Chris, BRASS does have an annual budget of $50.  She encouraged the committee to seek reimbursement for the printing of flyers for the forum in future years.
The 2008 Forum (Philadelphia, PA) was discussed.  Some brainstorming ideas were: sources available in other languages, Hispanic sources,  sources marketing to Hispanic Americans,  finding demographics, etc. for the Hispanic market.  
Possible Vendors: 

HAPI – Hispanic American Periodicals Index

Census

Advertising Age – free .pdf Marketing to the Hispanic Market
**Possible tie-in with the discussion group?
6. Ongoing Communication with Publishers
John Heinz’s letter to FASB was reviewed. He has been asked to edit the letter for submission to BRASS-L so members can see the FASB response.
.
The Committee received a comment that the Google toolbar does not work well with the Thomson products.  Chris will contact member for more information. 
Another comment for product improvement concerned the slow loading of Harvard Business Review scanned articles in EBSCOhost. The Committee was asked to check this out to see how bad it is.  

Another issue raised was the absence of American Cities publications from the databases that feature regional business publications such as EBSCOhost’s Regional Business News and Proquest’s ABI/Inform Dateline. David Bickford had offered to check into this. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:30pm
