BRASS Discussion Group

Meeting Minutes

2005 ALA Annual Conference, Palmer House Hilton, Chicago

June 26, 2005

Present:  Ethan Pullman, Peter McKay, Sylvia Ortiz, Leticia Camacho, Judith Faust, Mary Martin, Doreen Harwood, Jan Lewis

Ethan Pullman, outgoing Chair of the BRASS Discussion Group, thanked members for their assistance with the discussion group, and announced the incoming Chair, Peter McKay.  The minutes of the Discussion Group meeting will be posted on the BRASS website; the minutes of the discussion itself may be posted as a resource on the website.  Mary Martin will send her draft to Jan Lewis, who will add comments, and then send to Peter.

New Business:

The group discussed ideas for the discussion at ALA Midwinter 2006.  Suggestions included investment information in public and academic libraries and creating and using web pages for business reference.  The second suggestion was discussed at length.  Those present agreed that this idea could be successfully expanded to include a discussion of the use of such web pages for library instruction, centralized v. decentralized control over editing and updating web pages, what elements are most important on websites used for business reference, evaluation of the use and usefulness of such web pages, amount of time devoted to creating and maintaining these pages, how to get faculty to incorporate the pages into course management systems and syllabi, and ways to share templates for business reference web pages.  Other topics that could be discussed in connection with business reference web pages include their use by distance education students, their role in accreditation, and the types of software used to create the pages.
We will develop a list of questions via email.  We decided that the list of questions will be an internal document, rather than being distributed to the audience during the discussion.  Discussion group members will use the list to prompt discussion, if necessary.

Publicity will include BRASS Notes, the BRASS website, Cognotes, and RUSA publications / announcements.  We will try to include a summary of the topic in the publicity materials.

Doreen Harwood asked if the group could include one slot for a virtual member, which would be reserved for a public librarian.  Some members felt that by its nature, a discussion group requires actual attendance at conferences.  Ethan will address this in the BRASS executive meeting and report to the group.
Respectfully submitted,

Jan Lewis

Recorder

