Business Reference Sources Committee

Meeting Minutes

ALA Annual Conference, June 26, 2006, 1:30 – 3:30 PM

New Orleans Hilton – Grand Salon 19
Members Present: Chris LeBeau, Pat Kenly, Mary Gilles, David Bickford, Lee Pasackow, Elizabeth Malafi, Jian Bai, Anne Bradley
Virtual Members: John Heintz, Carissa Tomlinson, Karen Carpenter
Members, Excused Absense: Ning Zou, Leticia Camacho, Robin Ewing
Guests Present: Carol Fang, Caroline Geck, Terry Zarksy, Peter McKay
1. Welcome and Introductions

Chris LeBeau called the meeting to order at 1:30 PM.  All present introduced themselves.

2. Approval of minutes from January 21, 2006 (San Antonio)

The minutes were approved. 

3. BRASS announcements and Chair Report
There has been discussion about a move of some committee business to the ALA Online Communities which could especially facilitate the reference source reviewing done by Committee members.  Chris LeBeau will keep committee posted on this.   

4.  RUSQ Column:  Outstanding Business Reference Sources
(Notes to be taken by Lee Pasackow.)  

The Committee voted on three “outstanding” titles and seven notable titles. Pat Kenly, column editor, will contact the RUSQ editor for deadlines and submission information. The titles are not listed here as these minutes are publicly distributed.
The Committee discussed the words “outstanding” and “notable” as they relate to ALA’s definition of notable.  The Committee suggested that we recommend to BRASS a change of the top label to “notable” and the second to something different to be more in line with ALA system. Chris will discuss this with the BRASS Executive Board. 
5.  2007 Publishers Open Forum

Jian Bai and Elizabeth Malafi discussed different vendor selections. 

Chris LeBeau recommended 2-4 vendor invites for a 2-hour forum.  Four vendors would allow us to cover vendors of interest to both academic and public libraries.
Chris mentioned that the 2007 BRASS program is International Trade.  The Committee agreed that the topic is an important one and the two programs would complement each other.  Chris LeBeau, David Bickford, Jian Bai and Elizabeth Malafi will discuss in July to finalize topic and publishers.  

6. Ongoing Communication with Publishers

Chris LeBeau discussed draft letters from John Heintz for Advertising Age and Financial Accounting Board Standards.  Committee will review the letters and let Chris know of any changes within two weeks.  The letters will be sent then.  The letter to Advertising Age draws attention to the lack of demographic content since AA took over American Demographics. Librarians have felt the void left by the loss of that magazine. The letter to FASB continues the discussion about the lack of access to FARS information for libraries.
7.  Discussion of New or Improved Reference Sources

Lexis Nexis has a new interface coming out in 2007 that should make searching much easier.  Screen prints of the new interface were shared with the Committee.
Committee discussed email from Sonia Isotov.  Since her request was unclear, Chris LeBeau will contact her for clarification.  
8. Other Business
Chris LeBeau will not be Committee Chair after next year.  Let her know if you are interested in the position.

Lee Pasackow will move up to RUSQ Column Editor; Lee is handling Nominations this year. Pat Kenly is Column Editor for the RUSQ Winter 2007 column. 
Meeting adjourned at 4:15pm
