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1. Welcome and Introductions

Chris LeBeau called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM. All present introduced themselves.

2. Approval of minutes from January 16, 2005

The minutes were approved as distributed.

3. BRASS announcements
There were no announcements.

4. Chair’s Report

Chris LeBeau issued a brief report and then initiated discussion of the Publisher’s Forum.

5. Publisher’s Forum

Chris LeBeau described efforts to create a publishers’ forum centered around a comparison of free and paid sources of financial information. Several attempts to find a speaker to represent Yahoo! Finance had been subject to various bureaucratic obstacles. At this point, Yahoo!’s participation is uncertain. If Yahoo! is unwilling or unable to participate, the committee may wish to consider alternative speakers from organizations such as Big Charts or the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). 
If speaker participation from any free Web service is not possible, the committee may wish to consider a backup topic. Backup topics discussed were Spanish-language business resources, English-language sources of information about Hispanic markets and demographics, and a “Texas shoot-out” featuring Texas-based publishers.

6. RUSQ Column

Mary Gilles reviewed the titles eligible for consideration and facilitated discussion about the nominated titles. Committee members then voted by secret ballot on each title. Mary tabulated and announced the votes. Discussion and consensus among committee members took place as necessary to break ties and to clarify ambiguous results. After final tallying of the results, committee members volunteered to write reviews on those books chosen for inclusion in the column. A more general discussion of the RUSQ column guidelines followed with additional discussion to follow via email in the days immediately after the conference.

7. Ongoing Communications with Publishers

Chris LeBeau described an issue with FASB data that is no longer readily available to libraries. For the academic marketplace, Wiley is now selling the data only via a bundled package with a textbook. David Bickford noted that he had investigated the issue with some of his colleagues and had confirmed accounts that no package for libraries existed. Chris LeBeau will consider the possibility for further action on this issue.

8. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 4:00 PM.

