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MEMBERS PRESENT: Jennifer Mahnken, Sharon Vincent, Rhonda Kleiman, Jennifer Bernardelli, Pam Morgan, Nelly Somerman 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Judy Li, Susan Phillis, Mark Wendt 

VISITORS: Susan Wolf Neilson, Mark Andersen, Tom Fortin, Terry Zarsky, Susan Gray, Irwin Faye, Naomi Hafter, June Evans, Helen Subbio

The group approved the minutes from Midwinter

Discussion Forum
We debriefed about the discussion forum, Schmooze or Lose: Building Business Relationships. Rhonda Kleiman, Jennifer Bernardelli and Jennifer Mahnken presented. We had about 40 people attend and it seemed to be well received and generated good discussion about reaching the business community, and about how public and academic libraries can work together to better serve the business community. 

ACTION ITEM: Rhonda will type up a summary and submit to Karen Chapman to put up on the BRASS Web page.  Jennifer Mahnken will send her notes to Rhonda.

Public Libraries Briefcase
The rest of the meeting was spent discussing topics for Public Libraries Briefcase. Ideas generated included: federal contracting, commodities, investing, tax issues and resources, competitive intelligence, business planning. 

We decided since we are having a hard time finding good topics and people willing to write them we would do two things. 
1) Publish only three per year instead of four 
2) allow anyone to contribute to the briefcases rather than only committee members.
Jennifer Mahnken will take these two items to BRASS Executive committee for informal approval. 

We will publish two more articles this year. It was emphasized that the briefcases should not just be a list of Web sites and titles.  They should offer typical questions received on the topic, questions librarians should ask to help clarify what the patron is looking for, and some good basic sources to use to help answer the questions on the given topic. We do not want to compete with the education committee’s lists.
ACTION ITEMS: 
Terry Zarsky will do something on Business Planning for the August issue. (due to Nelly at the end of July)
Susan Gray will do something on federal contracting for the December issue. (due to Nelly by mid November)
Both these will be sent to Nelly Somerman, the incoming chair. She will forward on to Karen Chapman, the Web master. 

Susan Wolfe Neilson will update an article she wrote for academic brass for the March issue of the Briefcase.
Announcements were made about upcoming meetings and the BRASS dinner.

The meeting adjourned at 3:55 pm 

