BRASS Academic Libraries Committee Minutes

ALA Annual Chicago

Saturday, June 25, 2005

Members present:  Anne Bradley, Elizabeth Stephan, Jan Lewis, Patrick Sullivan, Paul Brothers, Donna Daniels

Visitors present: Mesert Gebremichael, Rita Moss, Rick Robison, April Kessler, Shana Gass, Louise Feldman, Heidi Senior, Nels Gundelson, Adele Barsh, Susan Neuman, Gillian Crawford, Todd Hines, Gary White, John Quealy, Tom Finn

The meeting was called to order at 3:10 pm by Anne Bradley (CSU Sacramento) who assumed the role of Acting Chair for this meeting.

Academic BRASS

The current status of submissions and publishing cycle for the Academic BRASS newsletter were discussed.  It was noted that at least a couple of articles had already been submitted, but the author had never received acknowledgement nor had a date been set for the next issue to be published.  A number of different topics were discussed; Academic Librarian outreach, international trade and company information sources, tracking international information, and collection assessment tools.  Anne reviewed the criteria and general format of the articles that would be acceptable.  Articles that were discussed and tentatively proposed (AACSB diversity issues, Osirus, Bureau Van Dijk, Alabama Entrepreneur Research Network, etc.) should be routed to Anne Bradley directly (bradleya@csus.edu).  Tentative due date for articles is the end of September.
BRASS Forum in New Orleans

Numerous topics were discussed as possible topics; Economic Census, training for business reference librarians, experiences of new business librarians, employer needs from newly graduated MBAs and undergrads, negotiating with vendors, solo business reference librarians and their needs/best practices.  One of the attendees discussed possibly reviewing and updating a presentation/paper that Diane Zabel had done a number of years ago which explored students' self-reported sources for financial information.

General Discussion

There was a general discussion of the current situation with relation to electronic resources to include possible cancellations, replacements, indexing robustness, and interfaces for a number of the standard business resources.  It was mentioned that Euromonitor is coming out with an academic product in the near future.  There was a discussion of international business sources and a suggestion that someone model a presentation on the 1999-2000 series titled "Around the world in 80 sites - International business research" which appeared in Searcher magazine.  Other resources included Euromonitor, MSU's globalEDGE.and Stat-USA.

Announcements were made relating to the Discussion Group, breakfast, Forum and BRASS dinner on Monday evening.

Respectfully submitted by Pat Sullivan.

