BRASS Business Reference in Public Libraries

ALA annual Conference in Orlando, 2004

June 26, 3:00 PM

Present: Jennifer Mahnken, chair, Barbara Birkas, Pam Morgan, Mark Wendt, Jennifer Bernardelli, Rhonda Kleiman, Nelly Somerman

Absent: Sharon Vincent, Judy Li, Susan Phillis

Guests: Mark Anderson, Jim Hicks, Kay Cormier, Helen Subbio

1. Call to order at 3:10 pm (Started at 3:00 instead of 2:00 to allow committee to attend the Academic Libraries Forum)

 

2. Introduction of members and guests 

 

3. Announcements: 

Mark Anderson reported that Michael Oppenheim has stepped down as the chair-elect of BRASS.  Stacey Marien will become the chair.  Jennifer Boetcher will be vice-chair.
 

Each committee should look at what other committees are doing so there isn’t a duplication of efforts.

 

Brass Web page will be revised.

 

Gary White has asked Jennifer Mahnken to stay on as chair of the Business Reference in Public Libraries Committee.

No tour was arranged.  Jennifer Mahnken thanked Jennifer Bernardelli for her hard work in trying to arrange one with Disney.

 

4. Public Libraries Briefcase: 

Discussion took place about upcoming Briefcases.  These are the upcoming topics and authors.

July issue – Pam Morgan “Finding Company Information”

October – Mark Wendt “Funding Sources for Starting a Business” (Can update Shaking the Money Tree possibly)

January – Jennifer Bernardelli “Marketing the library to business organizations”

Other ideas: Career Resources, resources to use to identify target markets, tax resources, business law (worker’s comp, ADA, tax, etc), funding sources.

 ** (From Executive Committee meeting) - When titling your work, do not include the word “Best.” The Education Committee has already published a best of the best including Web sites and print titles.  Be sure the Briefcase article ties to public libraries somehow.  Sources listed should be mostly Web, but print can be included.  Try to focus on how to help public librarians with the specific topic.  (i.e. tips on answering company information queries, things to keep in mind when helping a patron with stock resources)  Jennifer will make sure our Briefcases do not overlap too much with Education.  If there are disputes, Gary White will handle.
 

5. Forum 2005 

Discussed various ideas, deciding on “Schmooze or Lose: Building Business Relationships”

 

Jennifer Mahnken and Rhonda Kleiman will talk about ideas on how to schmooze in your community.  A Gale marketing rep will provide some practical tools.  We will also put together a bibliography of titles geared to pulling business people into the library.
 

6. Statistics on the usage of Public Libraries Briefcase was discussed.   Jennifer (via Mark Anderson) found out that we can request stats from Donavan Vita (?)  Jennifer will request and send out to the group.
 

7.  Adjourned 4:05pm.

