Business Reference in Public Libraries Committee Minutes

ALA, Annual Conference

Atlanta, Georgia

Saturday, June 15, 2002

3:00 PM
Hyatt Regency (Roswell)

Members present:

Irwin Faye (Chair); Mark Andersen, Barbara Birkas, Doug Doremus, Jennifer Mahnken, Sharon Vincent, Luise Weiss, Karen Van Drie (virtual)

Guest: Jennifer Boettcher

1. Call to Order 3:05

2. Introduction of Members & Guest

3. Executive Committee Report-Faye

4. Approval of Minutes for New Orleans Midwinter 2002

5. Old Business

a. 25 people attended the CNN library tour.  Thanks to barb Birkus for arranging.  Good feedback

b. Website column report.  Doremus sent the first BRASS Website column to Faye just before conference.  Faye will review and then send to Executive Committee for review and then to Karen Chapman for posting.

c. Columns were assigned for the next 3 quarters:

-Oct. Column due Mid Sept – Luise Weiss topic: Import/Export

-Dec. Column – Jennifer Mahnken, TBA

-March 2003 Sharon Vincent, Program ideas, outreach

d. Toronto Forum – Faye volunteered to talk about setting up a Small Business Workshop; Birkas agreed to talk about promoting and targeting your audience.  The forum is for 1 hour—Faye 20 minutes; Birkas 15 minutes; Q&A 25 minutes

The presentation should be in power point

We will need a bibliography too.

Working title: Constructing and Promoting a Small Business Workshop for Public Libraries.
6.  New Business

a. The BRASS Exec Committee decided that BRASS should have a liaison to PLA—Doremus agreed to be the liaison for this year since he will be attending, although attendance is not mandatory.  It seems that this is an informal position and needs to be in touch with the PLA Chair (newly combined Business and Career Committees).  Not sure how the position will report.  Need clarification from Exec on the responsibilities of this liaison. 

b.  Promotional ideas.

i. Work with the other public library committee (D&B Public Librarian Support Award).  Shelley Bennett created a flyer and will distribute at Brand-Aid on Monday.

ii. Chair of this Committee should attend the New Members Open House each time

iii. Members should “bring a Friend” to the meeting/program

iv. Send a letter to RUSA members who are not BRASS members talking about BRASS

v. Send similar letter to PLA members

vi. Advertise in Booklist, LJ, etc.

vii. Direct Marketing Lists of public business libraries/depts. (Weiss will explore lists of libraries statewide; Birkus will bring in SRDS section of Direct Mail Lists)

Tabled the discussion until Mid-Winter and will send ideas to Membership Committee for their review at that time.

c.  Mark Andersen will be new chair 

6. Adjourned 4:05

Respectfully 

Submitted Mark Andersen

Incoming Chair

