BRASS Committee Meeting Minutes

Business Reference in Academic Libraries

ALA Midwinter - Philadelphia

January 25, 2003

2 p.m. at the Loews Hotel

Committee members present:

Anne Bradley, St. Louis U

Polly Boruff-Jones, IUPUI

Ann Coder, Brookhaven College

Patrick Sullivan, San Diego State U

Janifer Holt, Dartmouth College

Stacey Marien, American U

Ken Johnson, Appalachian State U (committee chair)

Committee members absent:

Jason Martin, Louisiana State U - excused

Suzanne Gyeszly, Texas A&M – unexcused

Robert Fernekes, Georgia Southern U - unexcused

Guests:

Terrance Bennett, College of New Jersey

Kim Kraus, Johns Hopkins U

Mary Martin, Claremont College

Greg Fleming, Univ. of Southern California

David Flynn, U of Hawaii

Nancy Cunningham, Sonoma State

Mary Tao, Northwestern

Toni Olstten, York U

Eric Forte, UC Santa Barbara

Michael Oppenheim, UCLA

Diana Wu, San Jose State

Lisa O’Connor, Kent State

Anyne Jackson, Boston University

Curley Jones, U of Utah

Jennifer Boettcher, Georgetown U

Pauly Iheanacho, U of Delaware

Priscilla Geahigan, Purdue U

Total attendance: 24

1. Call to Order

2. Appointment of Records – Nancy Cunningham volunteers to be recorder

3. Welcome and Introduction

4. Approval of past meeting minutes – approved w/o corrections

5. BRASS Committee Review - Jennifer Boettcher, BRASS Ad Hoc Section Review Committee

a. What is the role of this committee within RUSA? http://www.ala.org/rusa/brass/
There is a BRASS handbook w/all the committees.  BRASS benefits the study, support, and role of business reference librarians in academic librarians.  There is an AACSB website for accreditation.  At a previous conference the Dean of CSU Hayward spoke about the accreditation process.  Other recent conferences covered the issues of distance education/MBA programs and Geographic Information Systems. 

There is the issue of not enough people on the committee being involved and doing the work of the committee.  There needs to be more networking and communicating.  Perhaps we can produce/develop new projects such as an electronic newsletter.   

Another idea: expand the role of the committee to include education to business students.  This should not be in conflict with the activities of other instruction committees.  

b.  What would make BRASS better?  

Someone mentioned technology, such as videoconferencing.  This may be expensive.  

Nancy mentioned a form, which everyone should fill out stating their interests and areas of strength and skills.  Ken said that the BRASS chair does get the form but he does not.  

Another idea: creating a listserv just for business academic librarians.  

6. What about future projects?  

We could develop a newsletter (electronic).  Nancy can do an article on core competencies for information literacy in business. Also, what works and what does in instructing business students.  

Ideas generated at ALA Annual in Atlanta (2002) include how best to design web tutorials and how to best use WebCT or Blackboard.  

Other issues for discussion: contract negotiations and work load.  

More newsletter ideas: comparison of databases, etc.

Jennifer offers her web site: http://www.library.georgetown.edu/bic/
Meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.

