BRASS Committee Meeting Minutes

Business Reference in Academic Libraries

ALA Annual - Toronto
June 21, 2003

2 p.m., Hilton Casson
Committee members present:

Anne Bradley, St. Louis U

Stacey Marien, American U

Committee members absent:

Jason Martin, Louisiana State U 
Suzanne Gyeszly, Texas A&M 

Robert Fernekes, Georgia Southern U
Polly Boruff-Jones, IUPUI

Ann Coder, Brookhaven College

Patrick Sullivan, San Diego State U

Janifer Holt, Dartmouth College

Ken Johnson, Appalachian State U

Guests:

Lisa O’Connor, Kent State (Incoming Chair)

Nancy Cunningham, Sonoma State

Jay Reingold, Standard & Poor’s
George Gulla, Standard & Poor’s

Sandra Neal, NCCU

Stan Lyle, University of Northern Iowa

Janet Draper, Bishop’s University

Liane Luckman, St Edward’s University

Susan Phillis, Brooklyn Public Library

Nora Buczek, U of IL at Chicago

Kathie Olds, Northwood University

Greg Fleming, USC

Susan Neuman, U of Pittsburgh

Heather Momberger, U of Pittsburgh
Charlotte Maclaurin, Concordia University

Total attendance: 17
1. Call to Order

Lisa O’Connor chaired the meeting in the absence of Ken Johnson.

2. Appointment of Records – Stacey Marien volunteered to be recorder

3. Welcome and Introduction

4. Approval of past meeting minutes – approved w/o corrections

5. Academic BRASS
a.
First Issue
-
The group discussed the first issue of the newsletter, Academic BRASS.  Several of the attendees had contributed to the first issue so they briefly discussed the topic of their contributions.
b. Brainstorming for new ideas for upcoming issues. 

· Article evaluating ABI/Inform vs. Ebsco Business Source Premier.  Someone in Michigan had previously written a comparison and Anne Bradley volunteered to tackle this topic.
· How to teach bigger classes.  For example, most states are having financial crises and business schools are being hit financially.  There are fewer professors being hired, therefore the classes are getting bigger.  Instruction is either not being requested or a broader approach is being requested with less hands on opportunities.  Is there a trend of bigger classes and how do librarians approach teaching to bigger classes?

· Partner with business schools and MBA orientation.  Survey what other business librarians are doing for orientation.  Nancy Cunningham volunteered to research this topic.

· ABLD – Academic Business Library Directors.  Who are they and what do they do? The group produces statistics.  2 members of ABLD (I can’t divulge their names because it is a secretive society but they know who they are) will gather more information and write something up for the newsletter (anonymously of course).
· What journals can business librarians publish in?  Those of us that are tenure track need help identifying publications.  Stacey Marien volunteered to work on this topic.

c. Newsletter format?

· The group discussed the format and suggested some changes.  It would be more useful to click on the title of the article instead of the “more” link.

· The print is too small

· More advertising for the newsletter?  The announcement was sent to BRASS-L, BUSLIB-L.  RUSA mentioned it as an achievement of the year.

6. Forum topic for Orlando

· Business Information Literacy.  Should there be an online tutorial for Business literacy?  (Patrick Sullivan may have developed one)
· Standards and Assessment – very big.  Lisa O’Connor has developed a standardized instrument for assessment that ARL has adopted.  This may further be developed into a business module.

· How to get started with instruction – for librarians who have never done business related instruction.

· Nancy Cunningham has done a module about instruction and accounting.  How to do instruction in a certain subject area.  Strategies on how to get started.

7.
Former project ideas.

-
Ideas generated at ALA Annual in Atlanta (2002) include how best to design web tutorials and how to best use WebCT or Blackboard.  

· Other issues for discussion: contract negotiations and work load.  

8.
Announcements

· Globe and Mail tour on Monday at 1pm

· BRASS Dinner on Monday night at 6:30

· BRASS Program on Monday (Business Plans)

· Discussion Group and Networking on Sunday morning

· Volunteer forms available.

Meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.

