Business Reference in Academic Libraries Committee

ALA  Annual– Atlanta, June 15, 2002, 3-4 pm

Hyatt Regency Atlanta, University Room

Attendees:  Stacey Marien (chair), Patrick Sullivan (member), Ken Johnson (member), James (Jim) Galbraith (member), Janifer Holt (member), Chris LeBeau (guest), David Flynn (guest), Michael Oppenheim (guest), Nels Gunderson (guest), Greg Fleming (guest), 

Members Absent:

Unexcused: Kathy Clarke, Ann Coder, Robert Fernekes, Gwen Gray, Suzanne Gyeszly, Lucy Heckman

Stacey Marien calls meeting to order around 3:15 P.M. and notes the poor attendance of committee members.

Ken Johnson agrees to recorded meeting minutes.

Minutes approved from ALA Midwinter – New Orleans.

Stacey introduces member Ken Johnson as the incoming chair beginning with ALA Midwinter – Philadelphia, January 2003.

Meeting attendees introduce selves.

Stacey asks for feedback on the just concluded program,  “Serving Distance Learning Business Programs and Students.”  Everyone agrees that the program was a success. 

Stacey asks for ideas for future meetings and programs of the committee.

Jim Galbraith suggests that business related Canadian Library Association groups are interested in working with BRASS for the ALA Annual in Toronto.  One group, CASLIS (http://www.cla.ca/divisions/caslis/caslis.htm) is open to collaboration with our committee and others.  Jim further suggests that maybe a presentation highlighting differences in company research strategies and available business information between the two countries.

Other suggestions include a comparison of business related current awareness resources in the two countries.  

Ken Johnson solicits ideas for the committee’s discussion at the upcoming ALA Midwinter - Philadelphia.  He suggests the idea of discussing web design/structure for academic library business web pages and how they are used.   

The group tosses out the following ideas:

· How do business librarians make use of such products as Blackboard or Wed CT at their institutions?

· How do business librarians make use of tutorials and subject guides in the web environment? 

· How, why, and when do business librarians choose between designing a “kitchen sink” style web page with a little of everything versus designing a more rigid and less inclusive list of “higher quality” web sites and library resources?  

· Another plug for current awareness sources for business information.

The committee agrees to discuss possibilities further via email.  New members are encouraged to contribute their ideas.

Stacey reminds all to take as many snacks and beverages as we can carry.

Meeting adjourns at 4 P.M.

