BRASS / BUSINESS REFERENCE IN ACADEMIC LIBRARIES COMMITTEE

ALA MIDWINTER CONFERENCE MEETING – WASHINGTON D.C.

JANUARY 13, 2001 2-4PM

CAPITAL HILTON – PAN AMERICAN ROOM

Stacey Marien, chair, called the meeting to order at 2pm.

All in attendance, introduced themselves, including:

Stacey Marien, chair/member

Jim Galbraith, member

Ann Coder, member

Patrick Sullivan, member

Suzanne Gyeszly, member

Ken Johnson, member

Gwen Gray, member

Janifer T. Holt, member

Caroline Lilyard, member

Judy Nixon, guest

Mary Tao, guest

Cynthia Curchwell, guest

Arlene Jackson, guest

Brian Hickam, guest

Pauly Iheanucho, guest

Susan Neuman, guest

Michael Oppenheim, guest

Sue Goshorn, guest

Ryan Womack, guest

Bob Fernekes, guest

Ken Johnson volunteered to record the meeting minutes.

Minutes from ALA Annual meeting were approved.

Library Tour at ALA Annual – San Francisco

Jim Galbraith and Gwen Gray discussed possible Library tours for ALA Annual in San Francisco.  The Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco has expressed interest in accommodating a BRASS visit and tour.  Jim will pursue a time and date for this tour.  A list of other San Francisco area business libraries, that are willing to accommodate informal visits, will be provided for the Annual meeting.  

AACSB

Stacey Marien asked how should the committee proceed with the issue of AACSB accreditation, and discussed a conversation she had with AACSB representative, Karen Martinez.

Susan Neuman informed the committee that the 1991 Standards developed by the committee in conjunction with AACSB are no longer being followed by the AACSB.  Standards for libraries are now more subjective in nature.

Patrick Sullivan discussed two articles from the Journal of Business Education regarding AACSB standards for Business schools.  The standards are moving more to a mission-based system where a Business school is evaluated based on how well the school meets the demands of its mission statement.

Ken Johnson proposed creating a web resource guide that will contain pertinent information on AACSB as it relates to libraries.   The committee decided to build an AACSB resource guide on the BRASS web site.  The resource guide will include examples of self-study submissions from libraries, links to relevant AACSB sites, a copy of the most recent AACSB standards that apply to libraries, notes or a transcript of meetings with AACSB representatives, and a bibliography of relevant articles.

The committee agreed to hold a panel discussion at ALA Annual in San Francisco regarding AACSB.  If arrangements can be made, the panel will include a representative from AACSB, a member of an AACSB review committee, and a Librarian who has recently undergone the AACSB review process.  Ken Johnson has agreed to sit on the panel as the Library representative.

Liaison duties to Business school faculty (general discussion)

Stacey Marien opened a general discussion on liaison duties to Business school faculty members.  Committee members and guests offered experiences on what works well in their setting.  Examples include:

· Face to face meetings with faculty members 

· Meetings with new faculty members

· Regular reading of course syllabi with an effort to have the Librarian listed as a research contact

· Class visits to discuss library resources

· An annual letter or flyer to faculty members promoting the Library’s resources 

· Brief monthly email to keep faculty member abreast of recent developments

· Establish a faculty representative from each department who can act as a point person for communication

· Offer orientations to new graduate students, especially international students – the students will in turn pressure the faculty members to use the library resources

· Distribute business cards generously

· Hold office hours in the business school for walk in business and networking

· Build a resource guide that lives on the business schools site rather than the Library’s site

· Seek out the most active faculty member from each department

Meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm.

Minutes recorded by Ken Johnson.

