BRASS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MINUTES
ALA Annual Meeting

Chicago, IL
Tuesday, June 28, 2005
Hyatt Regency Chicago room: Grand BR A 

8:30 – 11:00 a.m.

Required attendance:  BRASS Executive Committee, BRASS Executive Committee Support Positions, BRASS Chairs, BRASS Reps to RUSA Committees
Attendance:  Mark E. Andersen, Jennifer Boettcher, Bobray Bordelon, Judith Faust, Irwin Faye,

Ann Fiegen, Greg Fleming, Priscilla Geahigan, Mary Gilles, Sue Goshorn, Lynn Hattendorf-   Westney, Gene Hayworth, Todd Hines, Patricia Kenly, Lydia LaFaro, Chris LeBeau, Jennifer Mahnken, Stacey Marien, Pam Morgan, Susan Neuman, Michael Oppenheim, Sylvia Ortiz, 

Ethan Pullman, Nelly Somerman, Gary White, Kaiping Zhang.
AGENDA
1.  Call to order 8:40
2. Welcome 

3. Approval of agenda

4. Approval of Minutes from Midwinter, Boston
5. Announcements 
· Thanks to Stacey Marien for taking over as Chair

· Thanks to Mark Andersen for organizing the BRASS dinner
6. General Business

a. BRASS Roster-Jennifer will be sending roster on BRASS-L for corrections/edits.
b. New appointments –will be listed after each committee report
c. Volunteer forms –we have had lots of volunteers
d. BRASS Meeting Highlights form, http://www.ala.org/rusa/highfrm.html --Each Chair should send his/her highlights and send to the Big 5 and Mark Andersen, Acting Secretary
e. BRASS Notes deadlines—Elizabeth Stephan will be new editor.
7. New Business

a. New BRASS Discussion Group – Proposal by Jeanie Welch 

· Michael Oppenheim summarized the proposal
1. It was felt that international business was not adequately covered in the existing discussion groups of BRASS
2. A petition was circulated and signed asking that one be created since there is great interest in international subjects
3. Many other sections have multiple discussion groups. 
· Issues raised were:

1. Were the signors BRASS members?
2. There are so many BRASS meetings all ready—the BRASS Exec meeting on Saturday was eliminated to free members up, so would another “meeting” be welcomed by members?
3. During the BRASS Section review, a frequent complaint was not enough time to attend programs and other events and that attendees had to stay too long at the conference.  

·  Jennifer suggested that the charge of the existing discussion group could be changed to require that an international topic be covered. 
· A motion was made and seconded to add the discussion group.  It was unanimously opposed.  It was recommended that committees should try to incorporate the international aspect of their chosen topic into the discussion or forum. 
·  The Ad Hoc Branding BRASS Committee will re-review the mission of BRASS and add to the discussion group’s charge.
b. Report from RUSA Board 
· Web Policy document is still to be voted on.  
· The “Investor Protection Act” is partnering with ALA and 20 public libraries to offer programs.  They are producing a 13 part series for PBS
c. Report from BRASS Executive Committee Planning Session.  
· Brass will keep the key logo.  
· The BRASS Handbook has moved from it’s virtual home at Rutgers to the ALA website.  
· Handbook Manager position will be eliminated and the duties will be folded into the duties of the secretary.    
· Emerald Publishing Approached BRASS to establish 2 research grants for 2 years $5,000 each.  Need to determine the amount since RUSA gets a percentage of each award for overhead.  Gary, as incoming chair of Development, will pursue this and other issues relating to this award.
· BRASS archives will now be housed at ALA HQ

· Outgoing chairs should make sure their committee notebooks are updated.   Notebooks are still relevant and should include agendas, minutes, correspondences and relevant e-mails.  Please send Karen copies of the minutes for inclusion on website.  Let Jennifer Boettcher know if you do not have a committee notebook.  Stacey will send out a quick email with what the notebooks should include
· Thomson Student Travel Award-this will include free membership in ALA.  And Cathleen will give complimentary RUSA membership.

· Next BRASS Institute will probably be in Seattle in 2007

· BRASS will need to start planning on the 20th anniversary of BRASS in 2008—The Development Committee needs to plan for this
8. Reports from BRASS Representatives

a. BRASS Rep to Access to Information – Neilson
· Threats to library materials-sex, gender, sexual orientation—follow the Intellectual Freedom Resolution—some concern if ALA should take a position—they should be proactive
· Workplace speech-encourage staff discussion of administration-voted not to vote on this issue
· Biometric technology-fingerprint for Internet use-ALA has a resolution opposing this and the committee agrees
b. BRASS Rep to Conference Coordinating – Hines 
· 2006 BRASS program on public finance has been approved and appropriated $1,000.  The pre-conference was very successful
c. BRASS Rep to Membership – Jones absent
d. BRASS Rep to Nominating – LaFaro 
· Met and put together a ballot and are contacting them
e. BRASS Rep to Organization – Haynes 
· Approved RUSA Publications review; all committees should have handbooks
f. BRASS Rep to Planning & Finance – Bordelon 
· Follow ALA policy of reduced rates for retired or employed with salaries less than 20K.
· After no transfer to the long term endowment last year, it was recommended that the maximum amount be transferred this year.   RUSA gets to keep interest and ½ of that goes to programming.
g. BRASS Rep to Professional Development – Neuman 
· Online course from Ceclia Ross and 2 other courses in contract stage.  Need to evaluate programs and advertise.
h. BRASS Rep to Publications and to Web Policies – Hayworth  
· New RUSA update editor-Daniel Mack 
· Sub-committee did not get to visit the Web Policy Document.  
· 33 manuscripts were submitted for next year.  
· RUSQ needs a new editor.  The current editor’s term will be ending after MidWinter;
·  Web Policy Document-if material is challenged, it is up to the Section to deal with this; can consult with RUSA legal.
i. BRASS Rep to Standards and Guidelines-  Brothers 
· Nothing to report
9. Reports from BRASS Chairs
a. Business Reference in Academic Libraries – O’Connor—Anne Bradley reported
· Generated new ideas for the next issue of Academic BRASS and assigned volunteers for the next topics
· Brainstormed a list of potential topics for the forum in New Orleans
· Incoming co-chairs - Rita Moss and Clement Ho
b. Business Reference in Public Libraries – Mahnken 
· 40 people attended the Forum and discussion afterwards of “Schmooze or Lose: Building Business Relationships”. 
· Brainstormed on future topics for the Public Libraries Briefcase column.  
· Committee wants to produce 3 columns a year instead of 4 (similar to Academic Libraries schedule)
· Incoming chair  - Nelly Somerman
c. Business Reference Services Discussion Group – Pullman
· 100 people attended the discussion group on Building a Business Collection.

· The group brought up the issue of adding a virtual librarian position in hope of encouraging public librarian participation.  
· Brainstormed topics for the next Discussion Group meeting.

· New Chair – Peter McKay

d. Business Reference Sources – LeBeau
· Topic for the Publisher’s Open Forum at mid-winter 2006. The committee is considering a panel with a representative from one of the major free Web-based financial sites and a representative from a traditional publisher of business financial data. An alternative plan is to invite publishers who provide Hispanic/Latino publications or databases or publishers who cover business information for that segment of the population. We considered the Texas location as a good setting to address the Hispanic/Latino 
· The second emphasis was the selection of the Outstanding Business Reference Titles for the RUSQ Winter 2006 column. Selections were made in both the outstanding and notable areas. The committee will also be looking at more systematic and comprehensive ways to gather titles for nomination
·  There was discussion surrounding new and improved titles. There is large dissatisfaction about the fate of FASB’s FARS (Financial Accounting Research System) which is not made available to libraries. At this time Wiley has an exclusive agreement to distribute FARS to students, again cutting libraries out of the picture. The committee will look into initiating discussions with FASB regarding this situation. But for now, there is no quick resolution. There was another comment regarding the loss of American Demographics magazine which has been absorbed by Advertising Age. 
· Incoming Chair – Chris LeBeau

e. Development – O-Connor Gary White reported
· Refreshments went well
· Contact Gary if you have any suggestions
· Incoming Chair – Gary White
f. Dun & Bradstreet Award for Outstanding Service to Minority Business Communities – Morgan
· Award was not awarded this year.  
· Concern about making the transition from an in-person committee to a virtual one.  Pam will submit a Best Practices on Virtual Committees
· Women are not considered a “minority” for this award
· Incoming Chair Judith Faust

g. Dun & Bradstreet Public Librarian Support Award – Harwood
· Award winner was Terry Zarsky, Pikes Peak Library
· Virtual worked well for this committee
· Incoming Chair Rhonda Kleiman
h. Education – Fiegen
· Pre-Conference “Business 101” had approximately 92 paid registrants.  –Attendance was about evenly divided between public and academic  with a few special librarians.  About 20 were new librarians.  The next time this will be offered may be Midwinter Seattle 2007.
· Celia Ross will be developing a web course but it will be different than the pre-conference.
· Two new web sites add to the Core Competencies: Tax and Accounting.  New logos for the Core Compentencies and best of the Best have been added
· A proposal was submitted to BRASS Publications Committee for a series of Core Competencies articles to complement and publicize the web sites.  Members agreed that contacting website creators for possible co-authorship if the proposal is accepted would be appropriate.  Because Publications Committee reports at least a two year delay for new publications to RUSQ a second option would is compilation of an  occasional paper initially.  Concern from members that it changes the intended audience.  Will continue discussion of RUSQ option for future. 

· Incoming Chair – Ceclia Ross

i. Thomson Financial Student Travel Award – Brothers 
· Jared Howland was the recipient and he has recently taken a position as electronic resources librarian at Brigham Young University
· Incoming Chair - David Flynn.    
j. Gale Group Award for Excellence in Business Librarianship – Bordelon
· Charles Popovich is the recipient
· Incoming Chair – Lisa O’Connor
k. Membership – McKay
· Members reviewed the recent outreach efforts to state library associations to promote BRASS. Committee decided to make a renewed outreach effort to new BRASS members to make them feel welcome and let them know of the many opportunities to participate in BRASS activities. 
· Would like to acquire a list of the new people who have selected BRASS as one of their sections in RUSA. Committee proposed to the Executive Committee that they begin a pilot project to establish BRASS liaisons to ALA-accredited library schools. The purpose is to promote the Student Travel Award and interest in business librarianship and BRASS. Each committee member will contact two schools in the state/region.  From the Executive Committee-Membership can design a flyer but it must go to the Publications Committee for approval.
· Committee discussed ideas to promote the BRASS Website. The Committee strongly feels that the Website has a lot to offer anyone doing business reference work. One suggestion is to write an article about it. Another suggestion is to create a flier featuring highlights of the site. A PDF copy of the flier could be published on the site making it easy to print and distribute copies.  (From Executive Committee—any articles or press releases must go to Executive Committee first.  Stacey will ask Cathleen to see if this has to go to RUSA first.
· Incoming Chair - Sylvia Ortiz

l. Nominating 2006 – LaFaro
· Need to obtain additional names and finish the slate
· Incoming Chair – Ryan Womack
m. Program Planning 2005/Chicago – Zhang
· Program was a great success and attended by about 200.  Breakfast went well and the handouts were useful.  Congratulations to the Committee!
· Tour of the CBOT went smoothly and very interesting
· Videotaping was not done since there was no RUSA agreement
n. Program Planning 2006/New Orleans -  Hines
· Topic is public policy and the title is “Follow the Money -- From School Buses to Surpluses: Understanding Public Finance”. 
· Speakers are planned from Carnegie Mellon and the Federal Reserve and possibly a public finance journalist or an author from Wiley
· $1000 will come from RUSA, but there may be additional charges since ALA charges for AV/Internet at the program.  Working with the Development Committee on this.
· Not foreseeing a related tour but the committee is open for suggestions 
o. Publications – Geahigan
· Occasional paper #28 “Success By the Numbers” has been published.
· 2005 BRASS brochure has been updated.  May need additional copies for Midwinter
· Abbreviated entries from the membership directory will be published on the BRASS website
7. Old Business
· Pam Morgan, Jennifer Mahnken and Ethan Pullman are all leaving BRASS and moving on to other things.  Thank you and we will miss you.

· Winners of election:
1. Vice Chair/Chair Elect: Ryan Womack

2. Secretary: Ann Fiegen
3. Member-At-Large: Patricia Kenly
· Lynn Hattendorf-Westney has the BRASS archives going back to 1997.  She wants to organize them and have then ready by the end of August to turn over to ALA.  Lynn will transport and deliver the archives to ALA HQ.
8. Adjournment 10:54
To follow up our BRASS executive meeting:

I talked with Cathleen and she said that RUSA does NOT have to approve any
PR we do.  SO the membership committee is free to pursue that project
although I think the Executive Committee would want to see what you
are doing. -- Stacey

Respectfully submitted

Mark E. Andersen

Recorder

09/27/05
