BRASS Executive Committee

ALA Annual Conference

Toronto, Canada

Tuesday, June 24, 2003

8:30 – 11:00 a.m.

Present:  David Bickford, Jennifer Boettcher, Bobray Bordelon, Cynthia Churchwell, Elizabeth Clarage, Ann Fiegen, Greg Fleming, David Flynn, Priscilla Geahigan, Mary Gilles, David Guilliams, Gene Hayworth, Patricia Kenly, Sharmon Kenyon, Bill Kinyon, Lydia LaFaro, Stacey Marien, Susan Neuman, Lisa O’Connor, Dennis Smith, Gary White

1.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 8:37 a.m.

2.  Welcome:  Lydia LaFaro welcomed the group; introductions were made around the table.

3.  Approval of Agenda: The agenda was approved.

4.  Announcements:

-Lydia LaFaro thanked everyone for coming to the conference and the meeting.  She specifically mentioned the Members-At-Large for taking on the duties of the Secretary position, and Lisa O’Connor for the BRASS Program.  She distributed gift bookmarks to several deserving individuals.

-Stacey Marien stated that the BRASS tour of the facilities of the Toronto Globe and Mail had been successful and thanked Ken Johnson for making the arrangements.

5.  Reports from BRASS Representatives:

a.  Membership - The only item to report is that the operation of the RUSA Booth went well.  BRASS members covered all the hours for which BRASS was responsible.

b.  Nominating - They are waiting to hear from a potential candidate on whether he or she will agree to run.  So far, three out of the four candidates asked have agreed to run.

c.  Organization - The BRASS Review was presented to the committee at their meeting.  They also discussed a potential new section of RUSA – STARS – and the possible reorganization of MOUSS.  Members of the Executive Committee informed the  Organization Committee that a position description for the BRASS Representative to the RUSA Web Policies Committee had been approved; a copy will be sent to the Organization Committee.

d.  Planning and Finance - RUSA is running a deficit.  One partial solution might be to temporarily reduce Reference and User Services Quarterly to half its present size.  The budget was done with the understanding that there would indeed be a downsizing of RUSQ.  Another suggestion was to modify the layout of RUSQ and eliminate some white space.
e.  Professional Development - Did not meet.  However, there is still news.  The Genealogy Committee of the RUSA History Section has proposed an online class.  It will be offered as a “test case” and will continue beyond the Midwinter Conference in San Diego if necessary.

f.  Publications - Much of the committee’s discussion was about RUSQ.  The editors want to keep it at 100 pages; it has already been cut from 120 pages.  Both BRASS and the History Section have new brochures.  MARS is reviewing a possible publication.

g.  Web Policies - Joe Straw will be the chair.  Over the next few months they will be discussing guidelines.

h.  Standards and Guidelines - Did not meet.

6.  Reports from BRASS Chairs:
a.  Ad Hoc Section Review - When the document is approved, it will be distributed on BRASS-L.

b.  Business Reference in Academic Libraries - Discussed the possibility of a forum for business students, and possible speakers.

c.  Business Reference in Public Libraries - There was a small group at the forum, and no meeting was held afterwards.  There have been 2 inquiries from people interested in becoming members of the committee.

d.  Business Reference Services Discussion Group - The group met Sunday in a remote location (the Marriott Bloor-Yorkville).  About 30 people attended.  There was no Steering Committee meeting afterward, but they do have some suggestions for topics for the next Discussion Group, including one regarding business reference courses in library schools.

e.  Business Reference Sources - Attendance was good, considering the overall poor attendance at this particular conference.  6 members, 3 new members, and 2 guests were at the meeting.  They discussed topics for the next Publishers Forum.  “Industry Information, both Domestic and International” was the topic chosen.  Also discussed a column on outstanding business reference sources.  Twelve titles were considered; some were approved, some were not.  Committee members will be reviewing the approved titles.  Potential new business titles were suggested; counter-compliance was one notable suggestion.  The committee is very busy, and is considering the possibility of asking for more members.

f.  Development - Bobray Bordelon thanked Standard & Poor’s for all their support, including the videotaping of the BRASS program, the cakes at the Discussion Group/Reception, breakfast, goodie bags, and the speakers’ lunch.  Thanks also go to Gale, Dun & Bradstreet, Mergent, and Thomson.  The advisory group for Standard & Poor’s is going to be reinstated.

g.  Dun & Bradstreet Award for Outstanding Service to Minority Business Communities -  The winner is the New York Public Library St. George’s Library Center.  The intended recipient was unable to attend, but a substitute was found.  Cynthia Churchwell said she would pass on some suggestions for increasing nominations to the next chair of the committee.

h.  Dun & Bradstreet Public Librarian Support Award - The winner is Bryce Thornton, business reference assistant at the Hoover (Ala.) Public Library.  Because of a decision by his institution, he was unable to attend this conference.  He will receive funding to attend the next Annual Conference.

i.  Education - Three more sections of the Core Competencies will be ready soon:  Company and Industry Information, International Business, and Banking.  The Taxation and Accounting section is being reworked.  The committee discussed publicity for the Core Competencies.  BUSLIB-L and other free forums will be used.  An advertisement in RUSQ would be too expensive.  Another possibility is a “push” to all BRASS members.  PUBLIB-L is another option.  The committee thanked Webmaster Karen Chapman for all her help.  

j.  Gale Group Award for Excellence in Business Librarianship - The winner is Anne Mintz, Director of Knowledge Management at Forbes, Inc.  She is here, excited and thanks BRASS for the award.

k.  Membership - The committee liked the suggestion of sending out a postcard with a link pointing to a “rogue” BRASS web site (the “rogue” web site would be one hosted by someone other than ALA).  Bobray Bordelon highly recommended a “push” rather than a postcard.  However, since the postcard won’t require a response, and is only an announcement, it could still work.

l.  Nominating 2004 - Did not meet.  The slate is filled.  There are two openings to be filled:  Chair and one Member-At-Large.

m.  Preconference 2004/San Diego - Gary White would like to find a volunteer to take over the planning of the preconference.  Stacey Marien volunteered.  Irwin Faye, Jennifer Boettcher, and Diane Zabel will be reprising their presentations in San Diego.

n.  Program Planning 2003/Toronto - Over 100 people attended the program.  Evaluations were good – there were many high ratings on usefulness, organization, and the handouts.  Lisa O’Connor thanked Bobray Bordelon and Brent Court for stepping in at the last minute for speakers who could not attend the conference.  Lydia LaFaro thanked Lisa for arranging such a good program under trying conditions.

o.  Program Planning 2004/Orlando - The topic will be “Success by the Numbers: Statistics for Business Development.”  They discussed several ideas for speakers, and have contacted GODORT about the possibility of co-sponsorship.

p.  Publications - They actually had a computer, a projector and an Internet connection for their meeting.  NMRT distributed about 220 brochures/packets, and they will do it again at Midwinter.  The number of submissions to the BRASS Publications List compiled by Judy Nixon has been dropping.  She will maintain an archive and a list for the last 12 months.  Karen Chapman has asked the Committee to reconsider how BRASS presentations and other resources are maintained on the web site.  She recommends that we consider dropping some or putting some in an archive.  An example of how this might look on the web site was distributed.  The Publications Committee recommends keeping the current year plus 3 years.  A discussion was held of the advantages/disadvantages of grouping by year vs. grouping by topic.  The target audience must be considered when making this decision.  For now, there will be 2 pages:  Current and Archive.  “Professional Tools” is a poor place to put these pages, though, because few people would think to look there.  Jennifer Boettcher would like to have a list of titles on the first page.  A new suggestion was discussed:  Current year plus 1 year.  Priscilla Geahigan will take these suggestions back to the full Committee, and will send the temporary changes to Karen Chapman.

Questions from Elizabeth Clarage regarding BRASS-L: 

Q: Will BRASS-L be open to all ALA members upon request?  A: Yes.  

Q: To what extent should she verify whether they are members?  A: Don’t need to verify.  Q: Should it be read-only?  A: Yes.  

People going off committees often are dropped immediately from the list, but often they want to stay in touch.  There was strong approval for Elizabeth’s suggestion that she send a 2-sentence e-mail to everyone asking whether they want to remain on BRASS-L.  The Membership Committee will send her a list of names.

Lydia LaFaro noted that Suzanne Sweeney would like to continue RUSA Update.  Once the various ALA and RUSA websites get updated, she may pursue that.

q.  Thomson Financial Student Travel Award - The winner is David Guilliams of Emporia State University.  He has been active at the conference and has attended both BRASS Executive Committee meetings.

7.  Old Business:

None.

8.  New Business:

-Quorums:  due to the low attendance at the Toronto conference, the question arose as to the rules regarding a quorum.  Jennifer Boettcher stated that in general, a quorum has to be called for in order for it to be required.  For the BRASS Executive Committee, however, the by-laws state that a quorum must be present.

-MARS petition:  Greg Fleming announced that a petition will be circulated by MARS regarding the problems with the ALA website and the time it is taking to fix them.

10.  Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 10:06 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Kinyon

Recorder 

