BRASS Executive Committee

ALA Annual Conference

Toronto, Canada

Saturday, June 21, 2003

9:30 – 11:00 a.m.

Present:  Susan Awe, David Bickford, Jennifer Boettcher, Cynthia Churchwell, Ann Fiegen, Greg Fleming, David Flynn, Priscilla Geahigan, Mary Gilles, David Guilliams, Gene Hayworth, Patricia Kenly, Sharmon Kenyon, Bill Kinyon, Lydia LaFaro, Jennifer Mahnken, Susan Neuman, Susan Wolf Neilson, Judy Nixon, Lisa O’Connor, Dennis Smith, Lynn Hattendorf-Westney, Gary White

1.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m.

2.  Welcome and Introductions:  Introductions were made around the table.

3.  Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was approved, with 3 changes:

-Under “New Business” a call for nominations was added.

-Under “Old Business” a discussion of the Oryx mailing was added.

-Under “Announcements” an item from the Publications Committee was added.

4.  Approval of Minutes from Midwinter 2003:  The following corrections were made to the minutes of the Saturday meeting of the Executive Committee at ALA Midwinter 2003:

-Item 5b: a typo was corrected in “marketresearch.com” and “ProQuest” was added after the word “Academic.”

-Item 5dii:  Kelly Janousek’s name was corrected.

-Item 6di:  Barbara Birkas’ name was corrected.

The minutes were then approved as amended.

The following corrections were made to the minutes of the Tuesday meeting of the Executive Committee at ALA Midwinter 2003:

-Item 5g:  The second sentence should read “Twenty are needed…” rather than “Twenty more are needed…”

-Item 5o:  The next-to-last sentence should read “A column on the year’s outstanding reference sources…” rather than “The Year’s Best Business Reference Sources…”

The minutes were then approved as amended.

5.  Announcements:

a. BRASS 2003 Program – Although two speakers have cancelled, the program will be held as scheduled.  Bobray Bordelon and Brent Court have graciously agreed to step in for the two who cancelled. 

b. RUSA Program and Awards Ceremony – The actual time is 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

c. BRASS Discussion Group – The topic will be “Brand Identity in Business Librarianship and the Role of the Business Library.”  It will be held at the Marriott Bloor-Yorkville.  There will be a new member/networking reception afterwards. 

d. BRASS Business Reference in Public Libraries Forum – The forum will still be held in spite of the low attendance (due mostly to concerns about SARS) at the conference.  Only two committee members are at the conference.  The topic will be “Developing, Marketing and Hosting a Small Business Workshop.” 

e. BRASS Meet and Greet – Will be held after the Discussion Group and will be hosted by the Members-at-Large.  There will be a cake celebrating the 15th anniversary of BRASS.  Should we publicize it through NMRT?  Jennifer Boettcher will check with the Membership Committee. 

f. BRASS Dinner – Will be at Il Fornello, Monday night at 6:30. 

g. Other – (i) The Publications Committee announced that the new version of the BRASS brochure is ready.  600 copies have been printed, 300 of which will go to NMRT.  The Publications Committee meeting will be held.  (ii) The BRASS tour of the facilities of the Toronto Globe and Mail will be on Monday at 1:00.  (iii) The RUSA booth is in the ALA offices in the North Building of the Convention Center.  They have forms, computers and copiers. 

6.  General Business:
a. Election results – Lydia LaFaro read the list of winners. 

b. Announcement of Incoming Chairs and Reps/BRASS roster – Gary White read the list and thanked those willing to serve. 

c. RUSA Table in ALA Offices in Convention Center – covered in item g(iii) above. 

d. RUSA Membership Table – Lisa O’Connor asked for volunteers to staff the table for each of the hours for which BRASS is responsible. 

e. BRASS Meeting Highlights Form – Due two weeks after the conference. 

f. BRASS Notes Deadlines – The status of this is still unresolved. 

g. RUSA Budget Requests – The deadline is not yet set. 

h. BRASS Handbooks – Be sure to update your handbook and mail it to the incoming chair or representative.  A few revisions still need to be made to the Web version. 

7.  Report from BRASS Executive Committee Planning Session:

-The report of the Ad Hoc Section Review Committee was discussed.  Executive Committee members will be reviewing it in the next few weeks.  Gary White will assign an ad hoc group to address any issues raised by the review.  

-A position description for the position of BRASS Representative to the RUSA Web Policies Committee was approved.  

-A summary of the Development Committee’s report was discussed.  Standard & Poor’s, the Gale Group, Dun & Bradstreet, and Thomson were mentioned as major supporters.

8.  Old business

-BRASS Oryx mailing.  Many things conspired to keep it from happening.  An attempt was made to do it electronically, but ALA’s new web page with its long links was problematic.  The mailing may be delegated to an appropriate group.  The question is, which group should it be?  Lisa O’Connor of the Membership Committee felt that it should be the Publications Committee, while Priscilla Geahigan of the Publications Committee felt that it should be the Membership Committee.  Priscilla’s feeling was that since the mailing is for the entire membership, is not an item that needs to be reviewed, and is primarily for marketing purposes, it rightfully belongs with the Membership Committee.  Lisa agreed, and on behalf of the Publications Committee and the incoming chair, accepted the responsibility for the mailing.  Another problem with the print version is the amount of lead time it requires.  Ann Fiegen suggested a postcard with the link to the ALA/RUSA/BRASS web page.  Jennifer Boettcher suggested a “rogue” website for BRASS, and Gary White said that he could set one up.  The Membership Committee will take this up at their business meeting.  Many of those present liked the print version, and there was general agreement that it is needed.

9.  New Business:
-Nominations for awards.  It has been difficult getting nominations for the Service to Minorities and the Public Librarian Support Awards.  How can we increase the number of nominations?  Cynthia Churchwell asked if there is some way to pool the efforts of the committees.  Advertising and mailings could list both of the awards, or even all the BRASS awards.  Dennis Smith said that one problem is convincing people that their project is worthy of consideration.  Another problem with the Public Librarian Support Award is that many people mistakenly think that it is an “achievement” award.  We need to make it clear that we only need evidence of interest.  Jennifer Boettcher suggested that perhaps we need to emphasize the money.  Another suggestion was to contact the various state associations for help in publicizing these awards.  Yet another suggestion was to change the name to “Conference Travel Support Award” or something similar.  We also need to be more clear as to what to submit and that it is okay to self-nominate.  Perhaps we should provide a “suggested format” but we would need to be careful with the wording.  Ann Fiegen suggested that someone take a look at SLA’s Business and Financial Awards web page.

10.  Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 11:08 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Kinyon

Recorder

