BRASS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

ALA Midwinter Meeting

Philadelphia, PA

Tuesday, January 28, 2003

Pennsylvania Convention Center – 109B

8:30 – 11:00 a.m.

Attendance:  Mark Andersen, Susan Awe, David Bickford, Jennifer Boettcher, Bobray Bordelon, Cynthia Churchwell, David Flynn, Priscilla Geahigan, Mary Gilles, Sue Goshorn, Theo Haynes, Gene Hayworth, Kelly Janousek, Ken Johnson, Patricia Kenly, Sharmon Kenyon, Lydia LaFaro, Stacey Marien, Susan Neuman, Lisa O’Connor, Dennis Smith, William Taylor, Lynn C. Hattendorf Westney (recorder), Gary White, Ryan Womack

Guests:  Paul Brothers, Thomas Duszak, Suzanne D. Gyeszly, Michael Oppenheim, Katherine Shererr 

Excused:  Bill Kinyon, Susan Neilson, EveWider

1.        Meeting called to order at 8:37 a.m. by Lydia LaFaro, BRASS Chair.

2.        Welcome & Introductions.  Lydia LaFaro extended a welcome to all members and

guests in attendance.  All attendees introduced themselves and stated their

BRASS position(s) where relevant.  

3.    Approval of the Agenda.  The Agenda was approved, as amended.
4.    Announcements.  

       Lydia LaFaro made the following announcements:
a.        BRASS Chairs were requested to send in their [brief] reports for BRASS Notes to Susan Awe and post them on BRASS-L by Monday, February, 3, 2003.

b.      Meeting highlights should be sent within two weeks to the “Big 5,” and posted on BRASS-L.  “Final” reports should be indicated.

c.       RUSA Board Meeting highlights:

        Professional competencies documents including Core Competencies for Business Reference (BRASS Education Committee) will be published in RUSQ and on the Web.

        ALA is working on the issue of electronic voting.

        The RUSA Organization Committee is attempting to identify committee overlaps that can be eliminated.  Committee descriptions are too vague for this purpose so a survey (questionnaire) will be sent to division and section committee chairs to collect information that will make an analysis possible.

        The Organizational Structure Taskforce will complete its work by Midwinter 2004.  By then they will have the recommendations from MOUSS and  MARS on their organizational review.  

        Signatures are being collected for the creation of a Resource Sharing Section (ILL, etc.).  Organizers hope to have enough signatures by the 2003 Annual Conference.

        RUSQ and RUSA Update editors were reappointed:  Suzanne Sweeney and       Susan Awe, respectively. 

        The Guidelines for Web Page Control were passed.

        Two new RUSA brochures are out: “The Path to Home Ownership,” a collaborative effort between RUSA, Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, and the Houston Public Library to which some of our BRASS members contributed and  “Choose the Library Profession as a Career.”  

5.  Reports from BRASS Chairs

a.  Business Reference in Public Libraries  (Item p on the agenda moved to item a, all agenda items renumbered accordingly)

Mark Andersen reported on the popularity and success of their quarterly e-publication, “Public Libraries Briefcase.”

b.        Thomson Financial Student Travel Award
Sharmon Kenyon reported the committee met and chose a recipient.  She wants a complete list of all recipients of this award.  Discussion centered on CLA versus ALA and opening the award to Canadian recipients from ALA-accredited institutions.  It was agreed to check with sponsors.

c.   Section Review,  Ad Hoc

Kelly Janousek gave a brief [confidential] report.

d.   Publications

Priscilla Geahigan reported the “Help Wanted: Job and Career Information for the New Millenium,” BRASS Program, ALA Annual Conference, June 28, 1999 will be published as a RUSA Occasional Paper.  Only 14 items were submitted to Judy Nixon for the BRASS Members Publication Lists online bibliography.  She requested that members send their citations to Judy ASAP.  The URL for the BRASS Web site will change.  The brochures will need to be revised to reflect this change.  The BRASS brochures will be taken to the New Member’s Roundtable Orientation.  Geahigan stated the issue of a BRASS membership directory was discussed.  Do we need one?  Who is responsible for it?  Ben Hillson from RUSA Publications will work with Judy Nixon on this.

 

e.   Program Planning 2003/Toronto

Lisa O’Connor reported that they accomplished a lot.  They shared the flyer, as is, with RUSA Executive Committee.  They are seeking poster sessions on programs offered by public libraries for small business.  Bobray Bordelon suggested giving gift certificates to poster participants.

f.   Program Planning 2004/Orlando

Ryan Womack stated the working title of the 2004 program will be “Statistics for Business Development, Industry Statistics, and Forecasting.”  It was voted on and passed. Florida speakers representing local, state, national, and international issues will be invited speakers.

g.   2003 Preconference
Gary White reported there were 59 paid registrations.  Twenty more are needed to “break even.”  Lisa O’Conor, Irwin Faye, Michael Oppenheim, and Jennifer Boettcher are the preconference presenters.  From the 2002 preconference, there were 41 completed evaluations:  24 from academic librarians, 12 from public librarians, and 5 from special librarians.  Only 17 attendees were BRASS members.  Seventeen attendees had 10 or more years of experience and 9 attendees had 2 years or less.  

h.   Nominating
Bobray Bordelon reported the Nominating Committee met and conducted their business.

i.   Membership

Lisa O’Connor reported they have a representative to the New Members Round Table. Membership will be responsible for staffing the RUSA Table.

j.   Gale Group Award for Excellence in Business Librarianship

Patricia Kenly reported the committee met and chose a recipient.

k.   Education

Dennis Smith reported the Accounting and Taxation category of “Best of the Best Business Web Sites” needs to be rewritten.  The committee worked on the forthcoming “Best of the Best Business Web Sites.”

l.   Dun & Bradstreet Public Librarian Support Award

Ken Johnson reported for the Chair, Susan Neilson.  The committee met and chose the recipient.  Susan Neuman was invited to answer questions from the AdHoc Section Review committee.  New strategies for publicizing the award were discussed along with possible revisions of the wording of the award and its criteria.

m.   Dun & Bradstreet Award for Outstanding Service to Minority Business Communities

Cynthia Churchwell reported the committee met and chose a recipient.  The committee is interested in locating the document “Tips for Awards Chairs.”

n.      Development

Kelly Janousek reported on a discussion of funding issues.  The 15th anniversary of BRASS is approaching.  A possible Monday night wine reception before the annual BRASS dinner at annual was proposed.  There were 60 attendees at the Discussion Group prompting another suggestion of having a birthday cake after the Discussion Group.  Membership will thresh it out.  The writing of an up-to-date BRASS birthday history which would include the previous history of BRASS and it’s prehistory was also under discussion.

o.      Business Reference Sources

David Flynn reported there were 16 attendees at their meeting, 7 of whom were committee members.  The committee is working on a forthcoming column for RUSQ.  Flynn reported there were 57 attendees at the Monday morning Publisher’s Forum, "Market Research Information:  On a Library Budget?"  Three leading producers of market research information discussed product development and answered questions from the audience.  “The Year’s Best Business Reference Sources,” was worked on with RUSQ for acceptance in the Winter 2003 issue.  Flynn will serve as editor. 

p.      Business Reference Services Discussion Group

David Bickford reported five of seven committee members were present where they discussed cost-effective collection development.  Discussion of the proposed Toronto topic was the role of brand identity in business librarianship and the corresponding role of the business library.

q.      Business Reference in Academic Libraries

Ken Johnson reported there were 25 attendees and 7 of 10 committee members present.  Discussion centered on the column, “Public Libraries Briefcase;” Content Manager from the ALA, ACRL, and RUSA sections; and the relationship of the Publications Committee to Web publications.  A motion to publish an electronic academic column 3-4 times a year was made, approved, voted on, and passed.

6.  Reports from BRASS Representatives from RUSA Committees

a.       BRASS Rep to Standards and Guidelines

Lisa O’Connor reported that RUSA approved the “Guidelines for Multilingual Collections.”

b.       Brass Rep to Publications

Gene Hayworth reported there were four items under discussion.

c.       BRASS Rep to Professional Development

Jennifer Boettcher reported on a brief meeting in which individual sections are being asked by RUSA to create professional development opportunities and to develop the Core Competencies in a Web context. 

d.       BRASS Rep to Planning and Finance

Susan Neuman reported on the RUSA budget which is on target.  RUSA is anticipating a budget deficit to be made up from reserve funds.  Reasons for this deficit are increasing costs for RUSQ and a decline in advertising and subscriptions.  This fiscal year the RUSA Board voted to transfer $20,000 to a Long Term Investment Account (we have been transferring sums annually for the last few years).  At the Fall Executive Committee meeting, $8,000 was contributed to CIPA, so $12,000 will go toward investments.  The RUSA Planning and Finance Committee recommended to the RUSA Board that we delay a decision to transfer $10,000 to investment for FY2004.  The budget situation is very tight.

e.   BRASS Rep to Organization

Bill Kinyon was unable to attend Midwinter.  There is no report.

f.   BRASS Rep to Nominating

Susan Neuman reported there is nothing to report.  Everything has already been done.

g.   BRASS Rep to Membership

Stacey Marien reported that historically it has been difficult to recruit librarians to academic librarianship.  CODES officially launched a mentoring program but it has more mentees than mentors.  MARS wants to broaden theirs.  Volunteers are needed to staff the RUSA booth at Annual.  BRASS has a four-hour time block which needs to be covered.

h.   BRASS Rep to Conference Coordinating

Leslie Haas was absent.  There is no report.

d.      BRASS Rep to Access to Information

Susan Neuman reported for Eve Wider.  The committee discussed ALA’s “Resolution on the USA Patriot Act and Related Measures That Infringe on the Rights of Library Patrons.”  Committee members made suggestions about wording which will be forwarded to the Committee on Legislation.  This committee will be taking it before ALA Council.  The possibility of creating a statement to send to government agencies and commercial publishers criticizing the removal of content from their databases was discussed (eg., Elsevier and ERIC).  All is in order for the program at Annual in Toronto. The program, “How Today’s Librarian Should Confront Issues of Information Access and Intellectual Freedom,” will be on Saturday, June 21, 2003 from 1:30-3:30.  Discussion ensued on the possibility of a program at Annual 2004 on how libraries are serving the information needs of people on the far right and the far left.

7.  Old Business

Will we do a workshop at PLA in Seattle?  The end of June is the deadline.  ALA has diverted us to San Diego in 2004.   Nothing was resolved on this issue.  

8.  New Business

Discussed the preconference in Toronto.  Preconferences require 18 months advance approval.  The decision was made to move forward with requesting a preconference program for San Diego, 2004.

9.  Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 11:08 a.m.

