DRAFT

BRASS Executive Committee Minutes

ALA Midwinter Meeting; Philadelphia, PA

Saturday, January 25, 2003

Pennsylvania convention Center – 108 B

9:30 - 11:00 a.m.

Attendance:  Mark Andersen, Susan Awe, David Bickford, Jennifer Boettcher (recorder), Bobray Bordelon, Cynthia Churchman, Doug Doremus, David Flynn, Priscilla Geahigan, Mary Gilles, Sue Goshorn, Leslie Haas, Theo Haynes, Gene Hayworth, Kelly Janousek, Ken Johnson, Patricia Kenly,  Lydia LaFaro, Susan Wolf Neilson, Judy Nixon, Stacey Marien, Glenda Neely, Susan Neuman, Paul Brothers,  Lisa O’Connor, Dennis Smith, William R. Taylor, Gary White, Carol Womack, Ryan Womack 

Guest: Chris LeBeau, Vivian Kobayashi, Michael Oppenheim,

Excused: Lynn Hattendorf_Westney and  Bill Kinyon

Didn’t pick up name plate: Sharmon Kenyon

1.  Meeting called to order at 9:35 by Lydia LaFaro, BRASS Chair

2.  Welcome and Introductions.  Those in attendance introduced themselves and stated their position(s) in BRASS.

3.. Approval of the Agenda. Add  Kelly Janousek to discuss the new member reception.  Jennifer Boettcher moved to accept the agenda as amended; Gary White seconded.  Agenda approved.

4.  Approval of minutes for Annual 2002

a. Saturday Meeting, June 15, 2002.  Section 7 (Other), part ii, Euromonitor did NOT sponsor refreshments for the New Member’s Open House.  Sentence should read “..; Euromonitor, Booth 316 (for refreshments for the Business Reference in Academic Libraries forum.); Gale Group.....”  Sue Goshorn moved to approved the minutes as amended; Gary White seconded.  Minutes approved..

b.  Tuesday meeting, June 18, 2002.  No corrections needed.  Jennifer Boettcher moved to approve the minutes; Gary White seconded.  Minutes approved.

5.  Announcements

a.  BRASS Discussion Group.  David Bickford announced that the Sunday morning Discussion Group would be at the Doubletree, 9:30-11:00 am.  The topic is Cost Effective Collection Development.

b.  BRASS Publisher’s Forum.  David Flynn announced that the Monday morning Publisher’s Forum will take place at the Hawthorn Suites, Franklin B, 9:30-11:00.  Representatives from Euromonitor International, Marketresrearch.com Academic, and Simmons Market Research will talk about market research information on a library budget.

c.  BRASS Dinner.  Theo Haynes announced that the Monday BRASS Dinner will be at 6:30 p.m. at the Astro Plane, West 1708 on Lombard St.  She is taking sign-ups for dinner through Monday morning.


d.  Other

i.  Occasional paper.  Gary White announced the release of RUSA Occasional Papers #25 titled “Help Wanted: Job and Career Information Centers.”  For sale in the ALA Bookstore.

ii.  New Member reception. Kelley Janousek said there will be some food served at the new member reception following the Sunday Discussion Group.

iii. 2003 Program planning.  Lisa O’Connor announced that the Saturday meeting has been changed to a meeting time at 3:30 in the same room.

iv.  Lydia LaFaro announced that the BRASS secretary has resigned and that the members-at-large will be filling in until the new election is held.

6.  General Business 

a.  BRASS Roster.  Lydia LaFaro announced that the current BRASS Roster is posted on the BRASS-L.

b.  New Appointments.  BRASS Vice Chair/Chair Elect Gary White announced the following new committee appoints:



i.  Nominating 2004: Chaired by Bobray Bordelon



ii.. Program Planning 2004: Chaired by Ryan Womack

c.  Volunteer Forms.  Gary White passed out volunteer forms for chairs to distribute to their committees.

d.  Report on the slate for 2003 elections.  Kelly Janousek reported the slates for BRASS and RUSA.


i.  BRASS slate for Vice Chair/Chair Elect is Lisa O’Connor and Michael Oppenheim, for Secretary is Paul Brothers and Stacey Marien, and for Member-at-Large is Mark Andersen and Barbara Barkas.

ii.  RUSA slate for Vice_President/President_Elect is Bobray Bordelon and Gwen Arthur, for secretary is Danies Hoover and Edward Kownslar, for Councilor is James Niessen and Neal Wyatt, and for Director-at-Large Theo Hayes and Kelly Janousek and Amy Wells and Cathleen Towey.

e.  RUSA table in ALA offices.  RUSA will be found at table 31.  Support services and forms will be at the table.

f.  BRASS Meeting Highlights Forms.  All committee Chairs must send the reports in to the “Big Five” two weeks after meetings.  Posting reports to BRASS-L is a good way to expedite the distribution to both the “Big Five” and BRASS Webmaster.  The form is at <http://www.ala.org/rusa/highfrm.html>.

g.  BRASS Notes Deadlines.  Send highlights only by Wednesday February 3rd for print.  RUSA may cut BRASS Notes.

h.  RUSA budget request.  Remember that all committees have a $50 to use, any more you will have to fill out the form <http://www.ala.org/rusa/reimbursement.html>.

i.  BRASS Atlanta Program Summary- Leslie Haas reported that there were over 250 people attended.  53 surveys were returned. 50% where non-BRASS, mostly public librarians.

7.  Old Business

BRASS Listserv.  Should we have one?  Discussion ensued.  Decided not to have another BRASS list.  Should we open BRASS–L to read only to non-committee interested people?  Discussion ensued.  Decided to open BRASS-L.  Membership committee should draft a letter to be sent by BRASS-L Listowner, Elizabeth Clarage, when non-committee people sign-up.

Bobray Bordelon moved that BRASS_L be opened to all members of BRASS. Sue Goshorn suggested a friendly amendment to open BRASS_L to all ALA members who are interested.  Amendment accepted.  Proposal seconded by Jennifer Boettcher.  Motion passed.

8.  New Business

a. Report from BRASS Executive Committee Planning Session.  Lydia LaFaro announced that the Executive Committee Planning Session had met and reported that:

i.  E-mail vote passed to approve the position description for the BRASS Representative to RUSA Professional Development.  It has been added to the BRASS Handbook and Education Committee description will be revised to show the addition of this rep as an ex-officio member.

ii.  Development Committee reported that Greenwood Press support for the mailing had ended and we are going to use RUSA computer services to push similar information to all BRASS members.  

Funding for new members reception will be smaller at mid-winter meetings and funding will be sought for annual conference.

Equipment is not funded by ALA, but by the divisions.  BRASS will not ask vendors for support.  BRASS Chair will ask other RUSA Chairs how they handle it.

b.  BRASS Toronto Program Planning Committee.  Lisa O’Connor announced that BRASS is co-sponsoring Canadian Association of Special Libraries and Information Services (CASLIS) program “Entrepreneurship” on Sunday.  BRASS’s program is called “Quick Lubes, Beauty Salons, and Pet Stores: The keys to Developing the Effective Business Plan” is still on Monday morning.


c.  Vision Statement for 2003/2004 was delivered by Gary White.

“Over the course of the past one and a half decades, BRASS has grown to become one of the most innovative and effectual groups in ALA, and is the foremost organization of business information professionals.   This has happened solely because of the hard work and expertise of its leadership and members.   My primary objective as BRASS chair will be to continue to build on the excellent work of our members, who are committed to excellence in business librarianship and in providing resources for those individuals who need and use business information.  

Outreach has been a major focus over the past few years:  outreach to distance members; outreach to new librarians; and outreach to new audiences, including other groups within ALA.  I want to continue these efforts through our work in creating and offering programs, new Web resources, and developing educational opportunities.  

Outreach to our invisible members is especially important during tough economic times when it may be difficult to attend meetings.   Participation by these members is also critical because we as a group need to cultivate the next generation of business librarians.  During the coming years there will be a great shortage of librarians.  BRASS needs to continue its efforts to attract librarians to our membership and to encourage active participation in our activities.  I hope that experienced BRASS members will actively address this issue during the coming years, and continue to seek ways to accomplish these goals.

BRASS members need to continue the invaluable duty of working closely with the publishers and providers of business information.  In an era of continuous mergers and acquisitions of information providers, constant changes in electronic resources, and changes in the very nature of scholarly communication, BRASS needs to continue to be a strong advocate for the interests of business librarians.  I have found BRASS to be my most important resource for keeping up to date with current business information products and developments within the business publishing industry.  I hope BRASS will continue to see this as an important ongoing effort.

BRASS has accomplished much in recent years, and the coming years will present new challenges and goals.  I am excited to be a part of our efforts and I look forward to assisting BRASS in continuing to be the premier organization for business reference professionals.”

9.  Adjournment.  Gary White made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Sue Goshorn seconded.  Lydia LaFaro adjourned the meeting at 11:05 a.m. 

Action:

Membership Committee will draft an explanatory letter of welcome for BRASS-L listowner to send to any ALA members added to the discussion list at their request who are not BRASS committee members.
