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Introduction

The following bibliography includes resources for individuals who wish to conduct trade with countries outside of the United States. Bibliographers commonly use these resources to answer questions regarding international business including print resources, subscription databases and free electronic resources. It is not meant to be a comprehensive source of information, but rather an introduction for those who want to augment or develop their international business collections.
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1.  Commonly Used International Resources 

Most of the resources presented in this section focus on free information from U.S. Government agencies or Non-Governmental Organizations related to international trade.  In addition, country briefings and cultural reports provide background information on a wide variety of business environments throughout the world.  Finally, development banks and other resources can provide information about business funding opportunities overseas.  The resources in this section are broad in geographic coverage.  Section three contains regional and country specific titles.

1.a.  Resources from the U.S. Government
All of these resources come directly from U.S. Government agencies that report on international trade statistics, provide methods to facilitate international trade between U.S. companies and foreign countries, or state laws and regulations regarding international trade.

Bureau of Economic Analysis, Department of Commerce

http://www.bea.gov/
Provides economic data for the U.S., including data on international trade.

Department of Agriculture

www.usda.gov
This web site is quite detailed insofar as information pertaining to agricultural products in the U.S. and foreign markets as well as Laws and Regulations. In addition, clicking on the left side, Marketing & Trade, and will open the following areas located on the left side of the web site. Data & Statistics- Provides a wealth of information utilizing the following information resources: Economic Research Service, Foreign Agricultural Service, and the National Agricultural Statistics Service. This information covers agricultural production statistics throughout the U.S and the world. Also under the Topics List, information about Market Assistance, Market Research, Trade Policy & Procedures, and Transportation & Distribution can be found. This site is an important resource for anyone who is interested in agriculture and agri-business both in the U.S. and overseas.

Department of State

http://www.state.gov/
The State Department provides political and economic briefings as well as advice on business culture and practices of foreign countries for U.S. firms doing business overseas. 

Export.Gov, Department of Commerce

http://www.export.gov/exportbasics/ticredirect.asp
One of the best places to go for exporting information, this site offers FAQs on exporting, a guide to U.S. exporting programs, helps calculate tariffs and taxes on U.S. exports, has a directory of U.S. and foreign trade offices, doing business in, market research and much more.

Foreign Labor Trends, Department of Labor

http://www.dol.gov/ILAB/media/reports/flt/main.htm
The FLT provides information on labor institutions, practices, and recent key developments in the countries reported. 

Foreign Trade Highlights, Department of Commerce 

http://www.ita.doc.gov/td/industry/otea/usfth/
This web site provides data on U.S. international trade in goods and services. Emphasis is on goods trade: aggregate exports and imports, U.S. commodity and country/regional trade balances, and shifts in the commodity composition of U.S. exports and imports with major trading partners and regions. 

Interactive Tariff and Trade Dataweb, International Trade Commission (USITC)

http://dataweb.usitc.gov
USITC provides international trade statistics, U.S. tariff data, U.S. import statistics, U.S. export statistics, and U.S. tariff preference information.

International Child Labor Reports, Department of Labor

http://www.dol.gov/ILAB/media/reports/iclp/main.htm
These reports are provided by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of International Labor Affairs.  

International Data Base (IDB), Census Bureau

http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idbnew.html
The IDB is a computerized data bank containing statistical tables of demographic data for 228 countries and areas of the world.

International Economic Review, International Trade Commission

http://www.usitc.gov/ind_econ_ana/research_ana/ier_ittr/ier/index.htm
The USITC reports significant developments in international economics and trade.

International Statistical Agencies, Census Bureau

http://www.census.gov/main/www/stat_int.html
The U.S. Census Bureau provides links to statistical agencies of many foreign countries. These are possible sources for demographic, trade, economic and financial data.

International Trade Administration (ITA), Department of Commerce

http://trade.gov/index.asp
ITA's mission is to create prosperity by strengthening the competitiveness of U.S. industry, promoting trade and investment, and ensuring fair trade and compliance with trade laws and agreements.  Trade.gov provides access to ITA's valuable information and services regarding U.S. international trade policy. 

Manufacturing and Services (MAS), Department of Commerce

http://www.ita.doc.gov/mas/
The Manufacturing and Services section provides research on several areas of the U.S. economy.  This resource provides reports and other resources for various industries and services that compare the competitiveness of U.S. industries to the global economy.

National Trade Estimate Report on Foreign Trade Barriers, U.S. Trade Representative (USTR)

http://www.ustr.gov/Document_Library/Reports_Publications/2006/2006_NTE_Report/Section_Index.html
The USTR provides a National Trade Estimate Report on Foreign Trade Barriers to U.S. exports to various countries.  The impact of foreign protectionist practices on U.S. exports is discussed and also possible ways to eliminate trade barriers and promote free trade.

Portals to the World: Links to Electronic Resources around the World, Library of Congress
http://www.loc.gov/rr/international/portals.html
This portal is arranged by country or area and links to sites that provide information about nations and other areas of the world. They are selected by the Library of Congress Area Specialists.


Small Business Administration (SBA)

http://www.sba.gov/index.html
The SBA helps Americans start, build and grow businesses, including help for small exporters. 

STAT-USA, Department of Commerce

http://www.stat-usa.gov/
STAT-USA provides economic information on financial and economic statistics, international markets, business leads, and business opportunities throughout the world.  The database consists of two sections.   The first section is the State of the Nation that tracks the trends of the U.S. economy and provides a repository for economic indicators from several federal agencies.  The second section, Globus & NTDB (National Trade Data Bank), provides information on international commerce, exchange rates, country research, trade contact databases, and the International Trade Library. Individual access is available for a fee by subscription.  Federal Depository Libraries can access STAT USA for free. 

Trade and Development Agency (USTDA)

http://www.tda.gov/
The USTDA's mission is to advance economic development and U.S. commercial interests in developing and middle-income countries.

TradeStats Express, Department of Commerce

http://tse.export.gov/
TradeStats Express can be used for locating national trade data and state export data by HS, SITC, or NAICS.  Tables of imports and exports can be run between the U.S. and other countries or between a U.S. state and other countries.

U.S. AID, Secretary of State

http://www.usaid.gov/
This site includes newsletters and publications with information on developing countries receiving U.S. foreign assistance. There are also listings for business opportunities and individual country reports. Topics include issues such as microfinance, economic reform, health issues, culture, education, and environmental policy as well as many more areas of interest.

U.S. Code Annotated (USCA) or U.S. Code Service (USCS), Government Printing Office

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/uscode/index.html

These two compilations of the Federal laws governing the United States are essentially the same. Both list all of the general and permanent laws of the U.S.  The sections of particular interest for international business are Title 15 - Commerce and Trade, Title 19 - Customs Duties and Title 22 - Foreign Relations and Intercourse. 

U.S. Code of Federal Regulations, Government Printing Office

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/cfr/index.html

These regulations created by various federal agencies determine how the laws should be applied in the U.S. Individuals and corporations interested in international business should pay close attention to Title 15 - Commerce and Foreign Trade.

U.S. Embassies, Consulate and Diplomatic Missions, Department of State
http://usembassy.state.gov/
The U.S. Department of State provides information for U.S. based business interested in starting trade with foreign countries. 

1.b.  Resources from Non-Governmental Organizations
Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are generally nonprofit agencies not affiliated with any government or private sector entity and designed for a specific aim or mission.  The NGOs presented below, and in some cases their documents, relate to the study and the promotion of international trade.

Country Information, International Monetary Fund
http://www.imf.org/external/country/index.htm
The IMF Country Information provides resources on relations between the IMF and its members.  Some items included are IMF surveys, IMF publications, press releases, public information notices, and IMF annual meeting speeches.

Direction of Trade Statistics, International Monetary Fund (print)

Lists total exports and imports from each country to each country.

Doing Business: Benchmarking Business Regulations, World Bank and IFC

http://www.doingbusiness.org/
The Doing Business site is a great source to find materials on doing business in a foreign country. Information can be found by topic (starting a business, dealing with licenses, employing workers, registering property, getting credit, protecting investors, paying taxes, trading across borders, enforcing contracts, closing a business) and by country. 

Earth Trends
http://earthtrends.wri.org/
Earth Trends, an environmental information portal, is provided by The World Resources Institute (WRI). The focus is environmental, social and economic trends shaping our world. Earth Trends gathers data from the world's leading statistical agencies, along with WRI-generated maps and analyses, into a single database. To facilitate the comparison of data from different sources, Earth Trends supplements its content with detailed metadata that reports on research methodologies and evaluates the information's reliability. The information is made available to the public at no charge. It includes a section on Economics, Business and the Environment, which provides access to a searchable database, country profiles, data tables, featured articles and more.

Economic Freedom of the World Annual Report, The Fraser Institute

http://www.freetheworld.com/release.html
Their Economic Freedom of the World Annual Report contains Country Data Tables and reports on world economic freedom, investment and growth.

The Federation of International Trade Associations (FITA)

http://fita.org/
The FITA Global Trade Portal is a source for international import export trade leads, events, and links. 

Foreign Direct Investment Statistics, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)

http://www.unctad.org/Templates/StartPage.asp?intItemID=2921&lang=1
The UNCTAD offers data and other information on flows and stock of foreign direct investment (FDI), operations of transnational corporations (TNCs), and investment treaties and methodologies of the FDI of all countries worldwide since 1990.

The Fraser Institute
http://www.fraserinstitute.ca/ 
The Fraser Institute is an independent organization with a goal to raise the level of understanding about economic and social policy. 

Global Competitiveness Report, World Economic Forum (print)
This annual study from the World Economic Forum is one of the leading monitors of the competitive condition of the economies of 100 countries (includes competitiveness rankings, problematic factors for business and much more). The report focuses on some of the key factors that help determine economic growth and explain why some countries are more successful than others in raising income levels and opportunities for their respective populations in joining the upper ranks of international competitiveness.

Global Corruption Reports, Transparency International

http://www.transparency.org/publications/gcr
Transparency International focuses on fighting global corruption.  They report on corruption in various sectors including political, health, and access to information.


InfoNation, United Nations
http://www.cyberschoolbus.un.org/infonation/info.asp
This database allows viewing and comparing up-to-date statistical data on the economy, environment, health, and technology of the United Nations Member States. 

International Chamber of Commerce (ICC)

http://www.iccwbo.org/
The ICC is the voice of world business championing the global economy as a force for economic growth, job creation and prosperity.

International Financial Statistics, International Monetary Fund (print)

Data is provided on countries' exchange rates, international liquidity, banking, interest rates, prices, production, international transactions, government finance, and national accounts.
The International Trade Centre (ITC), United Nations
http://www.intracen.org/ 

The International Trade Centre (ITC) is the technical cooperation agency of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the World Trade Organization (WTO) for operational, enterprise-oriented aspects of trade development. Their web site indicates that it "supports developing and transition economies, and particularly their business sector, in their efforts to realize their full potential for developing exports and improving import operations."

National Accounts of OECD Countries, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (print)

Tables include aspects of GDP, income, population, employment, prices, value added by industry, fixed capital formation, consumption, and government, corporation, and household accounts for the OECD countries.

National Accounts Statistics:  Main Aggregates and Detailed Tables, United Nations (print)

Ten years of data on GDP, value added, and output for major industries are arranged by country.

OECD Economic Outlook, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (print)

Analyzes major trends and examines economic policies for OECD countries and in major non-OECD economies.

OECD Online, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
http://www.oecd.org
The OECD collects information on economic trends, developments, social changes and trade patterns on OECD member governments. Some content requires a subscription to the OECD database or the purchase of individual OECD publications.  However, abstracts are available free-of-charge, including frequently requested statistics, news, and links to official websites of member countries.

Statistical Yearbook, United Nations (print)

A world and region summary is followed by tables on population and social statistics, economic activity, and international economic relations for each country.

TradeMap Database, United Nations (subscription)

http://www.trademap.org/
The TradeMap database is a useful resource to search for trade and economic development resources for developing countries, including those in the Middle East. 

UN ComTrade, United Nations

http://comtrade.un.org.
UN ComTrade is the online United Nations Commodity Trade Statistics Database.  The easy-to-use search engine includes several variables allowing the user to refine their search and much of the data is available free-of-charge.  However to obtain the full data sets, a subscription is necessary. 

UNCTAD Commodity Yearbook, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (print)

The UN provides data at the world, regional and country levels, for production, trade and consumption in selected agricultural primary commodities, minerals, ores and metals.

UNCTAD TRAINS (Trade Analysis and Information System), United Nations

http://r0.unctad.org/trains_new/index.shtm
UNCTAD-TRAINS is a comprehensive computerized information system at the HS-based tariff line level covering tariff, para-tariff and non-tariff measures as well as import flows by origin for more than 140 countries.

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations

http://www.undp.org
The UNDP fights the problems of developing countries, from poverty and AIDS to environmental and communications issues.  Reports and other publications that focus on the “human development” of developing countries highlight the UN contribution to fighting social issues that plague developing countries.

World Bank 

http://www.worldbank.org
The World Bank Group site contains development reports, resources on global economics and trade, and country and regional information. Current research projects and information on international development loans and activities are also included.

World Development Indicators, World Bank

http://web.worldbank.org
World Development Indicators (WDI) is a publication of the World Bank. The WDI includes more than 900 indicators in over 80 tables organized in 6 sections: World View, People, Environment, Economy, States and Markets, and Global Links. The publication is available through subscription both in print and online, however a great deal of the data is available free at their web site.

World Economic Outlook, International Monetary Fund
http://www.imf.org/external/ns/cs.aspx?id=29
This twice yearly survey presents IMF staff economists' analyses of global economic developments during the near and medium term.

Yearbook of Labour Statistics, International Labour Office (print)

Tables include data on the economically active population, employment, unemployment, hours of work, wages, labor cost, consumer prices, occupational injuries, and strikes and lockouts for 190 countries.

1.c.  Country Information
These governmental and non-governmental sources provide detailed descriptions of a wide range of foreign countries.  

Background Notes, U.S. State Department

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/ 
These notes are updated by reports from regional bureaus of the U.S. Department of State.  This site also refers viewers to Country Information sections of the State web site for more in-depth information.

Country Profiles, BBC News
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/
Full profiles provide an instant guide to the history, politics and economic background of countries and territories, and to background on key institutions.

Country Profiles from the British government, U.K. Foreign & Commonwealth Office

http://www.fco.gov.uk/servlet/Front?pagename=OpenMarket/Xcelerate/ShowPage&c=Page&cid=1007029394365
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office provides a general overview of the country concerned. They include information on the country's recent history, recent political developments, relations with the international community and bilateral political and commercial relations with the UK.

Country Profiles, Australian government 

http://www.austrade.gov.au/country-profile-index/default.aspx
Sections on the current business situation, visiting the country, a country overview, websites and resources, doing business, and contacts are provided.

Country Profiles (also called Country Studies), U.S. Library of Congress
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles.html
This series of profiles of foreign nations is part of the Country Studies Program, formerly the Army Area Handbook Program. The profiles offer brief, summarized information on a country’s historical background, geography, society, economy, transportation and telecommunications, government and politics, and national security. 

Economist.com Country Briefings, Economist.com

http://www.economist.com/countries/index.cfm
The Economist provides news, country profiles, forecasts, and statistics.

Regional & Country Profiles, Eldis

http://www.eldis.org/country/index.htm
Eldis has gathered online reports from many organizations and organized them by region and country.

The World Factbook, Central Intelligence Agency
https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
Provides basic information about most countries, including geography, the people, government, economy, communications, transportation, military and transnational issues.

1.d.  Culture

These culture related resources are broad in geographical scope.  Some describe the general cultural attributes of a region and others concentrate on culture as it relates to business. 

Countries and Their Cultures, Macmillan Reference (print)
Focuses on cultures and countries around the world, specifically what is and is not shared culturally by the people who live in a particular country. Entries contain descriptive summaries of the country in question, including demographic, historical, cultural, economic, religious, and political information.

Craighead's International Business, Travel, and Relocation Guide to 84 Countries, Gale Group (print)

Provides practical information about living in, doing business in, or relocating to 84 different countries. Each country profile contains these sections: orientation, relocation information, business practices, and country resources. 

Executive Planet, ExecutivePlanet.com
http://www.executiveplanet.com/
Business culture guides for a selection of countries for international travelers. 
Global Business Etiquette: A Guide to International Communication and Customs. Praeger (Print)
This guide for business people sent out of the country on assignment comes recommended by Library Journal and Choice. 

International Business Etiquette and Manners, International Business Center.org

http://www.cyborlink.com/default.htm
This resource contains information on international business etiquette and manners for several dozen countries including categories such as Geert Hofstede analysis, appearance, behavior, communication, and books and resources about that country.  The information is provided by the Global Leadership MBA Graduates from University of Texas – Dallas.

Kiss, Bow, or Shake Hands, Adams Media Corp. (Print)
This updated version includes sixty-two countries and covers cultural overviews, tips for doing business,  things to know before you go, negotiating strategies and protocols.

1.e.  Development Banks
Development Banks are by their nature interested in encouraging trade and industry in the parts of the world they serve. Some of the websites for the various banks have a tremendous amount of information about their member countries. They also frequently have procurement notices and business opportunities.

African Development Bank, The African Development Bank Group

http://www.afdb.org
Not as much information as some banks about the countries they serve but there are links to business opportunities with bank projects. The links from the home page include "Procurement," "Consultants," "Suppliers" and more. 

Asian Development Bank
http://www.adb.org
The website for this bank has links to a tremendous amount of information. Country information is very complete. Business Opportunities are found under the main heading "Opportunities."

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
http://www.ebrd.com
Not sure why this is a .com rather than .org but it is owned by 61 countries and 2 intergovernmental agencies. The member countries are in central Europe and central Asia, primarily countries that were formerly part of the Soviet Union. The country pages have links to current news and descriptions of projects. There are also pages devoted to business segments. The "Procurement" link on the homepage leads to their list of business opportunities.

Inter-American Development Bank
http://www.iadb.org
The Inter-American Development Bank serves South America and the Caribbean. Each country has a page with a brief overview of the economy but there is much more information available in the Research section. The Projects link at the top of the page goes directly to a searchable database of projects that the Bank has funded. The link to Procurement on this page will leads to another searchable database for business opportunities related to the projects. RSS feeds for automatic notification of procurement notices are available.

Islamic Development Bank
http://www.isdb.org
As its name suggests, this bank's member countries are predominantly Muslim countries located in all parts of the world. There are lists of economic indicators for member countries but not a lot of member specific information. There is a trade database under construction and the "Opportunities" link has a brief list of current requests for bids.

1.f.  Other Resources
This eclectic mix of sources may prove useful to individuals interested in engaging in international business.  Most of these come from corporations and business organizations ranging from foreign language courses to chambers of commerce around the world.

Communicaid: Global Communication

http://www.communicaid.com/
Communicaid provides resources for online English language courses, online foreign language business courses, business culture worldwide, and business communication skills. 

Compliance Exchange

http://www.compliance-exchange.com/
The Compliance Exchange offers information and links to most of the world’s exchanges as well as information about associations, laws, and other compliance related issues.

Country Briefs, Fragomen

http://www.fragomen.com/resources/cdbase.shtml
This law firm provides general information about work authorization guidelines. 

Directory of American Firms Operating in Foreign Countries, Uniworld Business Publications (print)

U.S. firms with overseas operations are listed.  Companies are listed alphabetically and by country of operation.

Directory of Foreign Firms Operating in the United States, Uniworld Business Publications (print)

Foreign firms which own or have substantial investment in U.S. firms are listed.

Doing Business in….., HLB International

http://www.hlbi.com/DBI_list.asp#
This accounting and consulting firm has designed country specific booklets including information on investment, accounting and taxation.

Ernst & Young Global Home

http://www.ey.com/global/content.nsf/International/Home
Country booklets including information on the government, the economy, investment climate, foreign trade, company forms, and taxes are provided.  Other reports may also be available.

Exporter's Encyclopaedia, Dun & Bradstreet (print)

Each country entry includes a brief country profile and detailed information on communications systems, trade regulations, documentation, marketing data, transportation and business travel. The travel section includes entry requirements and brief notes on business etiquette. The Key Contacts section includes a listing of embassies and consulates in the United States and United States Foreign Office contacts in the country as well as ministries and business contacts. Fact File is a free, twice-monthly update.

globalEDGE, Michigan State University

http://globaledge.msu.edu/ibrd/ibrd.asp
globalEdge is a megasite for international business, trade information, and economic trends. An outline of the business climate, political structure, history, and statistical data is provided for more than 180 countries. Regional and country specific links are included in addition to a general overview of each geographic area. 

Guides to Doing Business, Lex Mundi

http://www.lexmundi.com/lexmundi/Guides_to_Doing_Business1.asp
This association of law firms has gathered guides to doing business in many countries.

International Chamber of Commerce (ICC)

http://www.iccwbo.org
The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) is the world business organization. It links global chamber organizations and committees by country. There are also position papers on current topics in business, such as ethics, marketing, economic policy, etc.

Kompass: The Business to Business Search Engine
http://www.kompass.com/
This searchable international directory contains information on companies, products, executives' names, and trade and brand names in over 60 countries.  Limited information is available for free; a subscription is needed for more detailed information.

myUSAbusiness.com

http://www.myusabusiness.com
A platform for companies entering the U.S. market which includes articles on market entry, legal aspects, business tips, the economy, business etiquette, and marketing and sales.

NationMaster.com, Rapid Intelligence
http://www.nationmaster.com/index.php
This site allows users to generate graphs based on numerical data extracted from the CIA World Factbook and other sources as well as providing background information on countries.

OFFSTATS: Official Statistics on the Web, University of Auckland http://www.library.auckland.ac.nz/subjects/stats/offstats/
This site provides links to official organizations around the world that provide current statistical data (and some time series). Statistical sources cover vital statistics, industries, trade, economics, labor, energy, tourism, health, crime, education, social indicators, and more.

Political Risk Yearbook, PRS Group (print and electronic)

Political, investment, trade, and background information is provided for approximately 100 countries.

Principal International Businesses, Dun and Bradstreet (print)

50,000 leading companies in 133 countries are listed.  Three sections list companies by country, industry, and alphabetically. 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce

http://www.uschamber.com/international/
The Chamber provides regional resources and expertise, represents U.S. business abroad, drives international policy, connects members with world leaders, and makes the case for trade.

U.S. Government Documents: Ready Reference Collection: Foreign Countries, Columbia University Libraries

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/usgd/rref/foreign.html
The Columbia University Libraries Documents Services Center provides these web links to online U.S. government documents with information on foreign countries.

VIBES: Virtual International Business & Economic Sources, J. Murrey Atkins Library, University of North Carolina at Charlotte

http://library.uncc.edu/vibes/
VIBES provides over 3,000 links to Internet sources of international business and economic information that are in English and available free of charge.  Entries can be browsed by comprehensive topic, region, or nation.

World Chambers Network 

http://www.worldchambers.com/default.asp
Network of over 12,000 registered Chambers of Commerce and Industry & Boards of Trade.

World Economic Factbook, Euromonitor (print)

This annual provides key economic and socio-economic facts and figures and summaries of economic and political status for each country.

2.  Large International Business Databases

The databases in this section are broad in geographic scope and fee based.

ABI/INFORM Global, Proquest (subscription)

http://proquest.com/products_pq/descriptions/abi_inform_global.shtml
ABI/INFORM includes in-depth coverage for over 2,770 publications, with more than 1,840 available in full text. 

Associations Unlimited, Thomson Gale (subscription)

http://www.gale.com/servlet/ItemDetailServlet?region=9&imprint=000&titleCode=GAL7&cf=n&type=4&id=110996
The online version of The Encyclopedia of Associations includes regional, national, and international associations.  

Business Source Premier, Ebsco (subscription)

http://www.epnet.com/thisTopic.php?marketID=1&topicID=2
This source indexes more than 4,000 U.S. and international business periodicals, with full text for more than 3400 of them. It includes magazine and trade publications, books, company profiles, product reviews, SWOT analysis, country reports, industry profiles, and market research reports. 

CIAO Columbia International Affairs Online, Columbia University Libraries (subscription)

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/eresources/databases/2050786.html
CIAO indexes full-text documents and references for theory and research in international affairs. This is often a good source for investigating international political, economic, and cultural issues. 

CultureGrams, ProQuest-CSA (subscription)
http://www.culturegrams.com/
This resource comes in four versions: CultureGrams Online Database, World Edition, Individual Reports, and USA CultureGram for the International Visitor. The CultureGrams Online Database provides 190 or 68 country reports (depending on the version) containing categories such as land and climate, history, greetings, and much more. A print version of CultureGrams is available in their World Edition format offering 190 country reports in a four volume soft-bound format or a two binder loose-leaf format. CultureGrams Individual Reports are available “a la carte” per country in either PDF format or print format. Finally, USA CultureGram for the International Visitor offers a brief description of the USA in eight PDF pages catered towards newcomers to the USA.


Country Commerce Series, EIU: Economic Intelligence Unit (subscription)

http://www.eiu.com
Country Commerce provides information on the specific operating conditions, commercial laws, and business regulations in more than 50 countries. 

CountryWatch (subscription)

http://www.countrywatch.com/
This information provider offers political, economic, and business information and daily news and data.

Global Market Information Database (GMID), Euromonitor (subscription)
http://www.euromonitor.com/GMID.aspx
This database offers extensive industry, demographic, consumer and economic data for numerous countries worldwide. GMID includes market, demographic and economic forecast data to 2010, as well as market data for 330 consumer products in 49 countries. A "Companies and Brands" section provides data on 100,000 consumer brands and the 12,000 companies that own them. The database includes full text market analysis reports on a wide variety of topics.


IBISWorld Market Research Reports, IBISWorld (subscription)

http://www.ibisworld.com
IBISWorld Market Research Reports are quite comprehensive in format, but easy to read. They cover a wide gamut of U.S industries and are updated every four months. The IBIS World Industry data examines over 8000 of the leading publicly traded companies, and covers in detail such areas as growth trends, competitive landscape, and key issues that may impact an industry. Browsing by industry and searching by keyword is available. There is also a component that covers company research in such areas as financials and business environments that may impact the respective industry. 

InfoTrac OneFile, Thomson Gale (subscription)

http://www.gale.com/onefile/
This database covers magazine and newspaper article from over 8,000 titles. International and industry specific topics are heavily included.

INVESTEXT Plus, Thomson Gale (subscription)

http://www.gale.com/servlet/ItemDetailServlet?region=9&imprint=000&titleCode=GAL44&cf=n&type=4&id=115049
Research and analysis from over 500 investment banks and 190 trade associations are accessible from this database. Search by company, industry, geographic region or contributor.

Lexis-Nexis Academic, LexisNexis (subscription)
http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe
Lexis-Nexis includes a wide array of full-text news—world, regional and national—from newspapers, wire services, transcripts and magazines, as well as industry and company information, legal and reference resources. Lexis-Nexis offers access to the International Company Reports, which are non-U.S. company profiles, covering more than 30,000 companies from Asia and the Pacific Rim, Europe, the Middle East and Africa, and North and South America; the World Business Opportunities directory for information on business and investment opportunities around the world, including government contracts, procurement proposals, investment projects, potential investors and potential customers; and the Country Profiles from the CIA Factbook and Walden Country Reports. 


MarketLine Business Information Center (MBIC), Datamonitor (subscription)

http://www.datamonitor.com./~3ab6eb1a8c9c48f38b8f95427da0f2f6~/companies/info/?file=aboutdbic 

MBIC is a comprehensive business database that provides coverage of all major industries throughout the world, as well as up-to-date reports, rankings, and news covering both major industries and niche markets. Through their Datamonitor Business Information Center, a subscriber has access to over 2500 industry profiles, 10,000 company profiles, 2000 SWOT Analyses, 150 Industry Rankings, M&A details, and more. They will be adding more upgrades (including a Value Consumers Markets, with projections to 2010) to provide subscribers with more coverage in the global markets. Users may search by industry or company. This is an excellent resource for examining world markets and the companies who compete in them.

Mergent Online, Mergent (subscription)

www.mergentonline.com
This database offers comprehensive information on 15,000 national and 20,000 international companies. In addition, this database contains non-U.S. images of annual reports, international company archives data, global earnings estimates, country profiles, and equity reports for non-U.S. companies as well as industry reports covering North America, Asia-Pacific, and the European sector. The material is delivered with the accuracy, timeliness, and transparency required in today’s marketplace. 

Mintel Reports, Mintel (subscription)

http://www.mintel.com
This database is geared towards consumer behavior, with broad coverage in both the U.S. and European markets. Mintel produces more than 750 full-length market research reports in up to 15 categories covering everything from consumer behavior to SWOT and brand-share analysis. This analysis combines consumer habits/demographics and attitudes within the competitive landscape. Also included is a “future trend” forecast, which shows how businesses anticipate and plan for the future. This is an excellent resource for anyone who is involved in consumer businesses or marketing in Europe or the U.S. 

NetAdvantage, Standard & Poor's (subscription)

http://www.netadvantage.standardandpoors.com/
Included in Standard & Poor’s independent research, data and commentary on stocks, bonds, funds, and industries are global industry surveys and global company reports. 

PAIS International, Public Affairs Information Service, ProQuest CSA (subscription)

http://www.csa.com/factsheets/pais-set-c.php
PAIS International is an index to the literature of public affairs -- current issues and actions which affect world communities, countries, people, and governments. This database covers important political, economic, and social issues. 

Thomson ONE, Thomson Financial (subscription)

http://www.thomson.com/content/financial/brand_overviews/Thomson_ONE_Suite
Thomson One offers access to quotes, earnings estimates, financial fundamentals, market moving news, transaction data, corporate filings, ownership profiles and research from industry-leading sources.  Thomson One can also be used as a directory for domestic and international businesses by using the Search for Companies button.

Vente et Gestion, Ebsco (subscription)

http://www.ebscohost.com/thisTopic.php?topicID=400&marketID=1
Vente et Gestion provides full text coverage for French language business journals. This collection also includes publications covering topics such as accounting & tax, administration, industry & manufacturing, marketing, logistics, technology and others. Formerly French Business Source.

Westlaw, Thomson West (subscription)

http://west.thomson.com/westlaw/default.aspx
This database contains all federal and state laws as well as the Code of Federal Regulations and all cases involving these laws. Westlaw includes the USCA and the Rules of the United States Court of International Trade. It can be searched by keyword or citation. 

World News Connection, Dialog/Thomson (subscription)

http://wnc.dialog.com/
Material is obtained from non-U.S. open-source political speeches, television programs, radio broadcasts, newspaper articles, periodicals, and books. The content focuses primarily on military, political, environmental, scientific, technical, and socioeconomic issues and events. 

3.  Doing Business in:

Included in this section are references to regional and country specific resources.

3.a.  Africa

African Studies Internet Resources, Columbia University Libraries
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/africa/cuvl/index.html
A very valuable portal for research on Africa. Information is available for individual countries as well as for topics. Follow the topic link to Business and Economic Information.

AllAfrica.com
http://allafrica.com/business
This site provides business news including approximately 1000 new stories daily and is searchable by country and by topic. 

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)

http://www.comesa.int/index_html/view
This is a trade organization for 19 member countries including Burundi, Comoros, D.R.Congo, Djibouti, 

Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Rwanda, Seychelles, Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. The website includes information about member states and also trade, transport and investment opportunities.

Development Gateway 

http://home.developmentgateway.org/
This is a non-profit organization with lists of business opportunities in Africa. It also serves as a source of web-based platforms to make development efforts and business start-ups more successful.

Economic Community of Central African States (CEEAC)

http://www.ceeac-eccas.org/
Member states include Angola, Burundi, Cameroun, Central African Republic, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, and Chad.

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)

http://www.ecowas.info/
Member states include Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Côte d'Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Togo.

MBendi Afropaedia
http://www.mbendi.co.za/index.htm
Portal with information sorted by country and by major industry segments. A valuable tool is the Advanced Searches option nearly hidden on the upper right side of the home page. Some of the many searches available include companies, business opportunities and even harmonised code searching.

MoneyWeb
http://www.moneyweb.co.za
South African investment site, with a very useful link called Daily Indicators. This has the latest information about the JSE (formerly known as the Johannesburg Stock Exchange), currencies, commodity pricing and company announcements. Podcasts are available of their radio reports.

Southern African Development Community (SADC)

http://www.sadc.int/
Member states include Angola, Botswana, Democratic Republic of Congo, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

3.b.  Asia

Asahi.com, A Selection of Online Periodicals, Asahi Shimbun Publishing Company (Toyko)
http://www.asahi.com/english/index.html 
Most recent news on Japan and the world, including business, politics and lifestyle, are provided free by this daily published in Japan.

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)

http://www.apec.org/
Member states include Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, People's Republic of China, Hong Kong China, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, United States, and Viet Nam.

Asian Development Outlook (ADO)
http://www.adb.org/Documents/Books/ADO/
The Asian Development Outlook is a series of annual economic reports on the developing member countries (DMCs) of the Asian Development Bank. The ADO provides a comprehensive analysis of macroeconomic and development issues for the DMCs of ADB.
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN)

http://www.aseansec.org/
Member states include Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Philippines, Indonesia, Brunei, Laos, Myanmar (Burma), Vietnam, and Cambodia.

Bangkok Post, Post Publishing in Thailand
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/index.php 
This daily provides free access to the last seven day of news on political, social, and economic events in Thailand.

Beijing Review
http://www.bjreview.com/
Beijing Review is China’s national English weekly that reports and comments on the country’s social, political, economic and cultural affairs, policy changes and latest developments. It also offers in-depth analysis on major regional and international events.

Big in Asia: 30 Strategies for Business Success, Palgrave Macmillan (print) 

From the book description: This book combines management school theory with the grit of Asian corporate realities and is the essential guide for business strategies in Asia…the new edition includes new chapters on women in Asia, China and India, localization, outsourcing and building a profile in Asia.

China Daily
http://www.chinadaily.net/
This daily offers some of the latest news on China and the world and includes links to BizChina, City Life, Life Style, and more.
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)

http://www.cis.minsk.by/main.aspx?uid=74
Member states include Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Ukraine.

Eastday, ShanghaiDaily.com
http://english.eastday.com/
Here is an online source of China news and global business. Each day it offers free online access to part of the Shanghai Daily, as well as a search mechanism for archived articles from the Shanghai Daily. It gives insight on international news, world politics, business, finance, science and technology, culture and society.

The Embassy of India

http://www.indianembassy.org/newsite/Doing_business_In_India/
The Embassy of India in Washington, D.C. supports a web page called Doing Business in India. Links to foreign direct investment, legal ramifications, the taxation and financial systems in India, labor laws plus a host of other valuable topics are covered. 

The Government of India

http://india.gov.in/
India has a very complete and easy-to-navigate official portal to their government web pages. Select Commerce, for example, from the list of sectors to be led to various other sub sectors including exports, imports, India-Europe trade, and India-Africa trade, among several others. There is also a category for “Business” which includes such entries as regulations, laws, legislation, and starting a business abroad.

India Brand Equity Foundation, Ministry of Commerce & Industry (Government of India)

http://www.ibef.org/home.aspx
The India Brand Equity Foundation is a public-private partnership between the Ministry of Commerce, the government of India and the Confederation of Indian Industry. The Foundation's primary objective is to build positive economic perceptions of India globally. Links to information on India’s economy and industry are particularly helpful, as is the Resource Centre.

Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO)
http://www.jetro.go.jp/
JETRO is a Japanese government-related organization that promotes trade and investment. This website provides access to trade statistics, economic indicators, JETRO's Japan economic reports and surveys that focus on current trends and topics in international trade and investment, as well as how to set up a business in Japan, Japanese government procurement information, and Japan market information, including standards and regulations.
Japanese Business Culture and Practices: A Guide to Twenty-First Century Japanese Business, iUniverse (print)

The authors draw on their own experience in Japan and provide advice on working with and for Japanese.

Korean Business Etiquette: The Cultural Values and Attitudes that Make Up the Korean Business Personality, Tuttle Publishing (print)

For anyone doing business in Korea, this book focuses on doing business the Korean way.

Myths About Doing Business in China, Macmillan (print)

The authors confront misconceptions about China and provide advice on strategies for business deals with the Chinese. 

Outreach: South Asia, University of Texas 

http://inic.utexas.edu/asnic/outreach/
The University of Texas has been designated as a Department of Education National Resource Center for South Asia. Their Outreach Resource Library does an excellent job of bringing together web sites for K-12, Teachers, University, Community, Business, and Culture. Their web page, India Unlimited, is interactive and provides fundamental information to those who are interested in doing business in India.

ProQuest Asian Business and Reference, ProQuest CSA (subscription)
http://proquest.com/products_pq/descriptions/pq_asian_business.shtml
This database covers Asian business and financial information from key international publications including Far Eastern Economic Review, Asiaweek, and many more.

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)

http://www.saarc-sec.org/main.php
Member states include Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. (print)
This UN publication provides statistics on a wide variety of topics, including population, manpower, national accounts, industry, energy, transport and communications, external trade, wages, prices and consumption, finance and social statistics.

3.c.  North America

Business Statistics of the United States: Patterns of Economic Change, Bernan Press (print)

Sections on national income and product, industrial production and capacity utilization, income distribution and poverty, consumer income and spending, saving and investment, business sales and inventories, government, U.S. foreign trade and finance, prices, employment costs, productivity, profits, employment, hours, earnings, energy, money and financial markets, international comparisons, industry profiles, and historical data are included. 

Caribbean Community and Common Market (CARICOM)

http://www.caricom.org/
Member states include Antigua & Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts & Nevis, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent & The Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad & Tobago.

Doing Business in Mexico: A Practical Guide, Best Business Books (Print)

A useful guide to Mexican customs and business practices to ensure success in doing business with Mexico. 

Doing Business in The New Latin America: A Guide To Cultures, Practices And Opportunities, Praeger (print)
A guide on doing business in modern-day Latin America including cultural tips, negotiation techniques, and marketing advice.

Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA)

http://www.ftaa-alca.org/
Member states include the Western Hemisphere countries of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru,  Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

The Government of Canada

http://www.canada.gc.ca/
Searching the A-Z Index, using business, economy, international trade, or a more specific term is a good place to start.  There is a good deal of business information in this database.

The Government of Mexico 

http://www.gob.mx/wb/egobierno/egob
The official Mexican government web site includes links to trade pages.

International Business Etiquette. Latin America: What You Need to Know to Conduct Business Abroad With Charm And Savvy, Career Press. (print)

This book deals with the diverse Latin American cultures and how to best approach Latin American clients through cultural understanding.

Mexicochannel.net

http://www.mexicochannel.net 

This site contains information not only about doing business in Mexico, but contains a list of government contacts, as well as statistics on various types of business and industry in Mexico. Click on Business Center or Government Online, to retrieve information.

North American Free Trade Agreement Secretariat (NAFTA) 

http://www.nafta-sec-alena.org/DefaultSite/index.html
Member states include U.S., Canada, and Mexico.  Legal texts and dispute settlement information is provided.

Organization of American States (OAS)

http://www.oas.org/
Member states include the independent nations of North, Central and South America and the Caribbean.

Passport Argentina: Your Pocket Guide to Argentine Business, Customs & Etiquette, World Trade Press (print)

A business guide to Argentina that includes a brief description of the Argentine government, politics, business Spanish, and culture.

Statistics Canada, The Government of Canada

http://www.statcan.ca/
Statistics Canada produces statistics on the country’s population, resources, economy, society, and culture. As Canada’s central statistical agency, Statistics Canada is legislated to provide this function for the whole of Canada and each of the provinces.

Strategis: Exporting, Industry Canada (The Government of Canada)

http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/sc_x/engdoc/exporting.html?guides=e_exp
Canada’s guide to exporting, which also includes much information on the U.S..

United States Foreign Trade Highlights: Trends in the Global Market, Bernan Press (print)

This source brings together a wide variety of government data to assist users in assessing trends in U.S. international trade.

3.d.  Central and South America

American Chambers of Commerce (AmChams) 

http://www.aaccla.org/
A network of 23 American Chamber of Commerce non-profit business organizations based in 21 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean to promote trade and investment between U.S. businesses and the Latin American market. AmChams provides the following services for members: business training courses, government relations assistance, business center resources, and much more.

Andean Community General Secretariat

http://www.comunidadandina.org/endex.htm
Member states include Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru.

Central America and Dominican Republic Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR)

http://usembassy.or.cr/Cafta/faq.html
CAFTA-DR is a proposed agreement between the United States and the countries of Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua.

Centro de Información y Documentación Empresarial sobre Iberoamérica/Center for Information and Business Documentation for Latin America, Federación de Cámaras de Comercio Iberoamericanas en España (Spanish only)

http://www.cideiber.com/
This site supported by the Federación de Cámaras de Comercio Iberoamericanas en España (Federation of Latin American Chambers of Commerce in Spain) provides information on selected Latin American countries, a directory of Latin American importers, and a directory of suppliers and vendors directed towards businesses in Latin America. A fee-based registration is required to access the Latin American importers section of the website. All other areas of the website are free. 

Clase and Periódica, OCLC (subscription)

http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/firstsearch/databases/dbdetails/details/ClasePeriodica.htm
Clase and Periódica is an index of articles, essays, book reviews, monographs, conference proceedings, technical reports, interviews and brief notes published in journals edited in 24 different countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as from publications that focus on Pan-American issues. Clase indexes documents published in Latin American journals specializing in the social sciences and humanities. Periódica covers journals specializing in science and technology. Together, they offer access to citations from documents published in 2,600 scholarly journals published in the Spanish, Portuguese, French and English languages. 

Common Market of the Southern Cone (MERCOSUR)

http://www.mercosur.int/msweb/
Member states include Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay and other associate members.

Economía y Negocios, EBSCO (subscription)

http://www.ebscohost.com/thisTopic.php?marketID=1&topicID=498
Economía y Negocios is produced in Peru by ESAN (Escuela de Administración de Negocios para Graduados), the oldest graduate school of business in the Spanish-speaking world. This database provides citations in Spanish for articles on business and economics from over 200 Spanish and Portuguese-language periodicals published in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Spain, the United States and elsewhere. 

Fuente Académica, EBSCO (subscription)

http://www.ebscohost.com/thisTopic.php?marketID=1&topicID=71
Fuente Académica provides scholarly journal articles in Spanish covering many academic areas including business & economics, medical sciences, political science, law, computer science, library & information sciences, literature, linguistics, history, philosophy and theology. This database covers 260 scholarly Spanish language journals from respected publishers worldwide. 

Latin American Information Center, University of Texas at Austin
http://lanic.utexas.edu/la/region/business/
The Latin American Network Information Center (LANIC) is a "one stop shop" and a fairly extensive directory of Latin American information provided by the Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies (LLILAS) at the University of Texas at Austin. The business page contains information on regional Latin American business resources and also a directory of country-specific business resources. 

Latin-American Integration Association (ALADI)

http://www.aladi.org/
Member states include Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela.

A Token of My Affection: Greeting Cards and American Business Culture, Columbia University Press. (print)

A historical view of the greeting card in American culture and the evolution of the greeting card in business situations from the nineteenth century to modern-day American culture.

3.e.  Europe

Council of the European Union, European Union

http://ue.eu.int 

Member states include Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Ital , Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal , Romania, Slovakia , Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom.

Europa, European Union

http://europa.eu/index_en.htm
Gateway to the European Union.

Europa World Year Book, Europa Publications Limited (print)

This book provides political, economic, and commercial information about countries and international and regional organizations.

Europages: The European Business Directory, European Union

http://www.europages.com
A multilingual directory site of 700,000 companies in 35 European countries searchable by product, company name or business sector. There are links to business services such as phone directories, package tracking, currency converters, measure converters, world public holidays, key phrases in different languages, sample letters, maps and itineraries, newspapers, and online and professional translators.

European Commission

Its four main roles are to propose legislation to Parliament and the Council, to administer and implement Community policies, to enforce Community law (jointly with the Court of Justice) and to negotiate international agreements, mainly those relating to trade and cooperation.

http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm
European Free Trade Association (EFTA)

http://www.efta.int/
Member states include Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.

UNECE, United Nations
http://www.unece.org/trade/ctied/tradedir/trddir_h.htm
UNECE is one of five regional commissions of the United Nations, and this one covers 56 countries, mostly in Europe (although the U.S. is included, as well as a number of Russian Federation states). A directory of government agencies, chambers of commerce, business associations, leads for trade and enterprise financing, regulatory agencies, investment information, and other trade facilitation links are included. It includes postal addresses, phone and fax numbers, and web & e-mail addresses. 

Your Europe, European Union

http://ec.europa.eu/youreurope/nav/en/business/index.html
Information on registration of companies, public procurement, taxes, business directories, various funding opportunities and employment laws are included.

3.f.  Middle East

Arab Maghreb Union (AMU)
http://uma.leguide.ma/fr/
Member states include the Northern African countries of Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, Libya, and Mauritania.

Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO)

http://www.ecosecretariat.org/
Member states include Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.  ECO is the successor organization of Regional Cooperation for Development (RCD).

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)

http://www.gcc-sg.org/home_e.htm
Member states include United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar, and Kuwait.
Middle East Free Trade Area Initative, Office of the U.S. Trade Representative

http://www.ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Regional/MEFTA/Section_Index.html
The database includes tabs for Trade Agreements, World regions, Trade & Development, Trade Sectors, and the WTO. The full text of trade agreements is included for selected countries. A very nifty feature is the link to the Document Library. Their search engine allows searches in the five categories listed above. 

Middle East Free Trade Initiative

http://www.ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Regional/MEFTA/Section_Index.html
The U.S. proposes a trade agreement for Middle Eastern nations to increase trade and investment with the United States and others.
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