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Kareem Abdul-Jabbar Pens Brand New Work of Fiction 

Starring Sherlock Holmes' Smarter Brother  

Mycroft Holmes  
Coming September 2015 

 

“MYCROFT HOLMES adds a thrilling new dimension to the life of Sherlock Holmes,  

and Kareem's passion for history has given the story a new twist.”  

—Leslie S. Klinger, The Annotated Sherlock Holmes 

 
 

Titan Books will publish an original novel starring Sherlock Holmes'  older 

brother Mycroft, written collaboratively by NBA all-star, New York Times 

best-selling author, Time magazine essayist and sports icon Kareem Abdul-

Jabbar, and screenwriter and producer Anna Waterhouse.  Murder in the 

Caribbean embroils Sherlock Holmes' brilliant brother in a life-or-death 

adventure in MYCROFT HOLMES, scheduled for release September 22, 

2015. 

 

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Sherlock Holmes: 

 

An English and history major graduate of UCLA, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar first 

encountered Sherlock Holmes through the classic movies starring Basil 

Rathbone, although he admits that Jeremy Brett is still his favorite Holmes. It was during his rookie 

year in the NBA that he read the Arthur Conan Doyle stories, crediting them with making him a 

better player.  "I was fascinated by Holmes' ability to see clues where other people saw nothing.  

Certainly there had to be a way to apply his skill in a practical way to help give me an edge."   

 

It wasn't until Kareem read Enter the Lion: A Posthumous Memoir of Mycroft Holmes, that he 

became intrigued with Sherlock's older brother Mycroft, he notes.  "I realized more could be done 

with this 'older, smarter' character and his window onto the highest levels of British government—at 

a time when Britain was the most powerful country in the world." 

 
“Kareem’s insights into Mycroft’s character, his focus on the historical aspects of the novel, and his 

passion for writing impressed me from the start,” editor Steve Saffel comments. “This will be a 

unique addition to the Holmes universe, surprising and engaging the readers.”   

 

 

 

 



About the book: 

 

Fresh out of university, Mycroft is working for Edward Cardwell, the British Secretary of State for 

War, and is already proving himself as a shrewd player in the British government. His best friend is 

Cyrus Douglas, a man of African descent born and raised in Trinidad, where Mycroft's new fiancée, 

Georgiana, also was raised. 

 

Cyrus hears troubling news from home: mysterious disappearances; strange, backwards-facing 

footprints on the sand; spirits enticing children to their deaths. Holmes’s fiancée receives the same 

news, abruptly panics, and departs for Trinidad. Mycroft, worried to death for her, talks Cyrus into 

following her on this hazardous journey, drawing them all into a web of dark secrets that grow more 

insidious and baffling with each step they take.   

 

Sherlock Holmes will appear as a student at King’s College, along with enticing hints about the ‘true 

state’ of the Holmes family—and the painful legacy that the brothers endure. The tragedies that 

Mycroft encounters in this adventure are the seeds that will eventually turn him into the reclusive 

genius ‘power’ behind the British government, and the founder of the famous Diogenes Club 

 
About the Authors:  

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar – A huge Holmesian, NBA's all-time leading scorer, Basketball Hall of Fame inductee, U.S. 

Cultural Ambassador as well as a  New York Times best-selling author, and regular Time magazine essayist.  He has 

written ten books, including children's stories, two autobiographies, and several historical works.  Mycroft Holmes is his 

first novel. His previous books for adults include Giant Steps, Kareem, Black Profiles in Courage, A Season on the 

Reservation, Brothers in Arms, and On the Shoulders of Giants: My Journey Through The Harlem Renaissance. His 

children's books are Streetball Crew: Sasquatch in the Paint, and What Color is My World?, which won the NAACP 

award for Best Children's Book. His third children’s book, Streetball Crew – Stealing the Game, was just published in 

February 2015. 

 

Anna Waterhouse – A professional screenwriter and script consultant, Anna Waterhouse has worked alongside such 

legends as Robert Towne and renowned producer/directors James Hart and Barnet Bain.  She has consulted for premium 

cable miniseries and basic cable series; co-produced a featured-length documentary for Mandalay/HBO.  She was 

supervising producer and co-writer (with Kareem Abdul-Jabbar) of the critically acclaimed feature-length documentary 

"On the Shoulders of Giants" (Netflix and Showtime) which won Best Documentary NAACP Image Award and two 

Telly awards in 2012. She has written several how-to screenwriting seminars for Writers Digest and teaches 

screenwriting at Chapman University in Orange, CA.  

 

About Titan Books:  

Titan Books, nominated as Independent Publisher of the Year 2011, has a fiction list encompassing original fiction and 

reissues, primarily in the areas of science fiction, fantasy, horror, steampunk and crime—including an extensive library 

of Sherlock Holmes pastiches.  Recent acquisitions include thrillers from Michael Crichton, the hugely popular horror 

series Anno Dracula by Kim Newman, science fiction/fantasy debut author Danie Ware’s Ecko Rising, and Joyland by 

Stephen King.  Titan also publishes many media and pop culture-related non-fiction, graphic novels, art and music 

books, high quality film and TV and gaming tie-ins, with particular strength in the area of licensed entertainment 

projects.  The company is based at offices in London, but operates worldwide, with sales and distribution in the US and 

Canada being handled by Random House. 

 

ISBN: 9781783291533 |  E-book ISBN: 9781783291564 | Hardback | 336pp | $25.99 

 
Press Contact:  

Katharine Carroll – katharine.carroll@titanemail.com / 914 788 1005 / New York                              
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