
MARS Executive Committee Meeting I 
Saturday, January 8, 2011 

10:30am - 12:00pm  
Hilton San Diego Bayfront (HIL) - Sapphire E 

 
Minutes 

 
 

Present  
Executive Committee Members: 

Anne Houston, Chair; Dianna McKellar, Vice-Chair; Erin Rushton, Secretary; Carolyn 

Larson, Past-Chairperson;  Stephanie Graves, Shannon Jones, Member-at-Large; 

James Langan, Ex-Officio Member 

 

Committee and Task Force Chairs and Representatives: 
Bryna Coonin, Amy Fry, Courtney Greene, Van Houlson, Linda Keiter, Alicia 
Korenman, Arlie Sims, Doris Ann Sweet, Matt Torrence  
 

Introductions  
 
Approval of Minutes  
A motion to accept the minutes of the 2010 Annual Meeting with corrections was 
unanimously approved.   
 

MARS News and Announcements  
Sections of the ALA website may still refer to the old MARS name.  Contact Anne if 
you come across any instances that need to be updated.   
 
For the first time, discussion group descriptions have been included in the 
conference program.  
 
Anne reminded committee chairs to mention the RUSA Social and other MARS 
related activities at their meetings and programs. 
 
Committee chairs should forward handouts and other relevant documents to Jim 
Langan (Historian) for archiving purposes.    
 
The RUSA Membership Social is scheduled for Saturday January 8th, 6-8pm at the 
Hilton Bayfront   
 

Midwinter Reporting Forms 
Available at http://connect.ala.org/node/106360 
 
Committee chairs were reminded to complete the reporting forms after Midwinter.  

http://connect.ala.org/node/106360


Notes from the “new chairs orientation session” are posted on ALA Connect if chairs 
need a refresher on how to complete the forms.  It is especially important to 
complete the Committee Member Status Form because it helps Anne keep track of 
committee membership. 
 

Roster Update 
Send roster corrections to Anne. Updates that need to be made on the website can 
sent to the webmaster at  marswebcoordinators@gmail.com 
Chairs should let Dianna know if their committee needs additional members.   
 

Nominating Committee Report (Rosemary Meszaros) 
Voting for ALA elections begins March 16th, 2011.  The ballots close on April 22. 
Election results will be announced on April 29, 2011.  The slate of candidates for 
MARS officers include:   
 
Vice Chair/Chair Elect: 
Debbie Bezanson 
Nancy Cunningham 
  
Member-at-Large 
Scott Garton 
Arlie Sims 
Alec Sonsteby 

  

MARS Outreach Committee  (Arlie Sims) 
No committee members were able to attend Midwinter.  The committee has begun 
planning for the MARS Annual social hour and is investigating possible venues and 
sponsorships.  The committee is also following up other activities.    
 
ExCom had a discussion about holding the social on Saturday or Sunday of 
conference instead of Friday.   Most agreed that Sunday might be the best option 
because it does not conflict with opening of the exhibits and other events and 
socials.   Outreach will explore this idea further and send recommendations to 
ExCom  
 
 

MARS/RSS VR Committee:  (Alicia Korenman) 
Few committee members were able to attend Midwinter.   
 
The committee has been planning its program for Annual titled Behind the Text: 
Pulling Back the Curtain on Virtual Reference. The panel presentation will unmask 
some of the misconceptions about VR and examine those elements that contribute 
to positive experiences.  Several speakers have been confirmed.   The committee has  
also been working on planning a program for Annual 2012 on Return-On-
Investment/assessment/evaluation of virtual reference services. 

mailto:marswebcoordinators@gmail.com


 
In addition to program planning, the committee has also been discussing the "Five 
Things “ initiative. 
 
The Virtual Tutorial Subcommittee as been meeting every few weeks. The members 
are working on updating the virtual reference tutorials originally developed by Buff 
Hirko.  The committee believes the content is useful but the format presents issues.   
 
Alicia announced that she is stepping down as MARS Co-chair of the MARS/RSS 
Virtual Reference Services Committee because she has accepted a non-library 
related position at her university. Taking over for Alicia as MARS Co-chair is Ellen 
Hampton-Filgo. 
 

MARS Education, Training and Support (Van Houlson) 
Shannon is helping the committee develop a website.   
 
The committee’s 2010 Annual program, The (Screen) Casting Couch:  Tips and Tricks 
to Effectively Use Screencasting Tools for Library Instruction was very popular and 
many attendees had expressed interest in learning more about the topic. 
The committee had submitted a proposal to RUSA requesting that the session be 
made into a webinar.  Van reported that the committee is still waiting approval from 
the RUSA Professional Development Committee.  It is unclear whether the RUSA 
committee will follow up on approving the proposal.  The committee will discuss 
next steps at its Sunday meeting.   
 

Chair of Conference Program Planning Committee:  (Courtney 
Greene) 
The committee is working on planning the annual MARS Chair’s program. Several 
speakers have been confirmed.  They will present on UX design and its importance 
to libraries.  The session will be co-sponsored with LITA.   
 

Hot Topics (Matt Torrence)  
The Hot Topics in Electronic Reference Discussion Group is titled Layers of Reality: 
Extending Library Services and Resources through QR Codes and Augmented Reality.  
The committee will meet Sunday to discuss future discussion topics.   
 

MARS Website Update (Shannon Jones) 
Shannon has been training the new intern.  Shannon reminded chairs to continue to 
update their committee sites.  If information has been added to ALA Connect also 
link the content to the site.  Dianna reminded chairs to be diligent about adding 
committee minutes ALA Connect.  
 

My Favourite Martian (Shannon Jones) 
Several nominations have been received.  The deadline for submitting nominations 
is January 28th, 2011.      



 
 

MARS Business 
Annual 2011 
There is still time for committees to plan a discussion group for Annual. Dianna 
reported that the deadline for reserving rooms is February 14th.  Committees will 
need to express interest before this date.  The Executive Committee should approve 
topics for committees that don’t normally hold discussion groups.     
 
The Map and Geography Round Table (MAGERT) is organizing a session titled 
There’s a map for that:  maps and tools you didn’t know about!   MAGERT has asked 
MARS and RSS to be co-sponsors.    
 
A motion to co-sponsor this program was unanimously approved.   
 
Annual 2012 
The deadline for programs proposals is approaching. Proposals need to be approved 
by the Executive Committee.  Amy reported that Local Systems & Services has 
developed a program titled Discovery Services the Promise and the Reality.  The 
committee has already indentified several speakers who are willing to present.    
Anne will share the proposal with Executive Committee over email and members 
will vote on the proposal at the second business meeting.   
 
Future of Midwinter 
The ALA Executive Committee has prepared a white paper on the future of 
Midwinter.  Already some sections, notability BRASS and RSS, have decided not to 
meet at Midwinter.    As of now, ALA is not making it mandatory for sections and 
committees to meet.   
 
A discussion of the report followed.  It was pointed out that while ALA 
acknowledged some of the problems concerning Midwinter no solutionss were 
provided. The report also did not address the impact of attendance on climate 
change.   
 
The discussion of Midwinter was tabled until the second ExCom meeting   
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:05pm.  

Minutes submitted by Erin Rushton . 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


