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From the Chair 
 
Greetings from Boston!  
 
It will be a first to have an ALA meeting in my hom etown-for better or 
for worse. I won't have a hotel room in which to cr ash, but then I 
won't have to worry about storms and winter air tra vel. Winter or not, 
I predict that those of you who are coming to Bosto n for the first time 
will enjoy the city. Boston is a very walkable city  and the Hynes 
Convention Center is right downtown. There are rest aurants and shopping 
galore in the immediate vicinity. The North End, Ch inatown and Quincy 
Market are slightly further afield, but easily reac hable in a few 
minutes by public transportation. The North End is a great old 
neighborhood section of Boston-narrow cobblestone s treets, Paul 
Revere's house, the Old North Church and wonderful Italian food! Both 
the Museum of Fine Arts and the Isabella Stewart Ga rdiner Museum are a 
medium-length hike or short public transportation r ide away from the 
Hynes. The "T," Boston's trolley or subway, will ge t you to Cambridge 
in 20 or so minutes, and Central Square, Harvard Sq uare and Porter 
Square, (all along Massachusetts Avenue in Cambridg e), are fun to 
visit. Central Square is Cambridge at its culturall y diverse best, with 
many restaurants and stores. Harvard Square has the  University with its 
libraries, museums and campus, and lots of stores, including several 
bookstores and the out-of-town newspaper stand. Por ter Square has 
unique shops, including the Joie de Vivre gift shop , which always 
offers something new to make me laugh. 
 
At Midwinter, it will be clear that MARS folks have  been busy since 
Annual and you will see some of the activity report s in this issue of 
Messages.  The new Virtual Reference Committee, a j oint committee of 
MARS and the Reference Services Section, chaired by  Jana Ronan (MARS) 
and Joe Thompson (RSS), will have its first meeting  at Midwinter. There 
are still slots available for this committee, so pl ease let me know if 
you are interested in serving on it. 
 
Susan Hocker has resigned her position as MARS Memb er-at-Large, because 
of health issues that will restrict her travel in t he next year. With 
regret the Executive Committee accepted her resigna tion, and with much 
appreciation for her contributions wishes her well as she recuperates. 
Susan, we hope to see you back in MARS work soon! I n the meantime, the 
Executive Committee has appointed Linda Keiter as M ember-at-Large 
through Annual 2005 to fill part of Susan's term. B ylaws allow an 
appointment only until the next election, so a 2005 -06 Member-at-Large 
slot will be on the ballot in the spring. Thanks, L inda, for stepping 
in on short notice! 
 
Very recently, a MARS Web Task Force has been forme d, chaired by Alesia 
McManus. The Task Force has been charged to evaluat e the effectiveness 
of our Web site as a communication vehicle for MARS  and to make 
preliminary recommendations for content and layout changes by the 



Annual Conference in June 2005. A more comprehensiv e set of 
recommendations is due by Midwinter 2006. This grou p will welcome any 
input from members and other users of the site as i t carries out its 
work. Write to Alesia at amcmamus@binghamton.edu. 
 
Finally, I urge anyone who is interested in becomin g involved in the 
work of MARS to submit a MARS committee volunteer f orm at: 
http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusaourassoc/rusavolunt eers/marsonlinecommi
ttee.htm  
Mary Popp will be making appointments to MARS commi ttees during the 
spring and welcomes those forms! 
 
See you in Boston! 
 
Doris Ann Sweet 
MARS Chair 2004-2005 
dasweet@simmons.edu 
 
===================================================  
 
MARS Nominating Committee for the 2005 Slate 
 
The 2005 MARS Nominating Committee has completed it s charge to nominate 
a slate for the Spring 2005 election ballot. Two of ficers are scheduled 
for election next year; they are the MARS Vice Chai r/ Chair Elect 2005-
2007 and the MARS Member-at-Large, 2005-2008. On be half of James 
Crooks, Linda Keiter and myself, I am pleased to an nounce that the 
following candidates have accepted our invitation t o run: 
 
MARS Vice Chair/Chair Elect: 
Kathleen Kern 
Alesia McManus 
 
MARS Member-at-Large: 
Kelley Lawton 
Natalie McDonough 
 
It has been said before, but let me say again, that  MARS is indeed 
fortunate to have so many talented and dedicated in dividuals who are 
willing to serve in leadership capacities. Congratu lations and best of 
luck to the nominees and my personal thanks to Lind a and Jim, my 
wonderful colleagues on the 2005 Nominating Committ ee. 
 
LeiLani Freund 
Chair, 2005 MARS Nominating Committee 
 
===================================================  
 
Call for Nominations 
MARS Achievement Recognition Certificate 
a.k.a. My Favorite Martian Award 
 
The MARS Achievement Recognition Certificate is giv en annually to 
recognize excellence in service to MARS. The Certif icate is given to an 
individual who is a current member of MARS, and has  been an active 
member for the past two years. The recipient must h ave made either 
(1) sustained contributions toward attaining the go als of MARS, or  



(2) a single, significant contribution that has res ulted in a 
positive impact upon the work of the section. 
 
Please send nominations to amcmanus@binghamton.edu by Friday, January 
7, 2005. 
 
Help us celebrate the individual accomplishments of  our MARS members. 
 
Alesia McManus 
MARS Member-at-Large and Chair, Achievement Recogni tion Certificate 
Committee 
 
===================================================  
 
2005 MARS Chair's Program Planning Committee 
 
Members of the 2005 MARS Chair's Program Planning C ommittee met at ALA  
Annual to further plans for the program in Chicago.  The committee has 
participated in e-mail discussions during the summe r and fall 
concerning themes, speakers, format, etc. Working t itle: E-Reference 
Services: What Are Our Users Telling Us? Scheduled for 10:30-Noon, 
Sunday, June 26, 2005. Speakers to be announced. 
 
Rosemary Meszaros 
Chair, 2005 MARS Chair's Program Planning Committee  
rosemary.meszaros@wku.edu 
 
===================================================  
 
MARS Midwinter Meetings 
 
Newspapers In The Digital Age  
Sunday, January 16, 9:30-11:30am, location TBA 
 
The MARS Products and Services Committee will hold a discussion forum 
to address issues pertaining to access and quality of online newspaper 
content and offer new visions in using microfilm sc anning technology.   
Representatives from major online vendors will addr ess their practices 
for inclusion, archival access, indexing and qualit y control.   A 
newspaper publisher will comment on these same issu es and share a 
perspective on how content gets distributed to vend ors and made 
available on their own Web site.  What are the cons traints on vendors 
or publishers to create more fully imaged digital v ersions of 
newspapers?   Can end user scanning technology sati sfy the need for 
digital access and microfilm preservation?   A vend or of digital 
scanning equipment will provide insights into imple menting this new 
option for libraries with microfilm collections.  L ibraries continue to 
purchase newspaper content in different formats.  T his forum provides 
an opportunity to hear from industry representative s and reflect on the 
choices for online, print, and microfilm collection s as we move deeper 
into the digital age.  A regular committee meeting will be held 
following the forum. 
 
Van Houlson 
Chair, MARS Products and Services Committee 
 
+++ 



 
Usability and Interface Issues for Federated Search  Systems and Open 
URL Resolvers  
Sunday, January 16, 4:30-5:30 pm, location TBA 
 
The Local Systems and Services Committee will be sp onsoring a 
discussion forum at the 2005 Midwinter Meeting in B oston. Speakers will 
be Brenda Reeb from the University of Rochester and  Julie Borden from 
Northwestern University. Whether your library is co nsidering bringing 
up a federated search system or a link resolver, or  you're already 
involved in configuration, please join us for this lively discussion! 
 
Julie Borden 
Chair, Local Systems & Services Committee 
 
===================================================  
 
To subscribe to MARS-L, send the following to listp roc @ala.org: 
 
subscribe MARS-L Firstname Lastname 
 

 


