Top Twenty Selection Process Documentation
Late November (Approximately November 22nd): Prior to Round 1
All committee members use the rubric to recommend articles published during the calendar year
up until November. They send citations to the chair who coordinates a Round 1 Master List.
The Chair will de-duplicate the Round 1 nominations and will check if the articles meet the
calendar requirement.

Round 1 (Late November -- A couple of days after recommendations are
received)
Each nominated article in the Round 1 Master List is assigned to two committee members by
the Chair. The Chair divides the articles into groups based on number of committee members.
Each member then reads two groups of articles; therefore every article is read by two people in
the first round. The groups may be assigned alphabetically. Articles that receive a score of 1520 points or above (depending on the quality and quantity of that year’s Round 1 list) will make it
to the next round.

Late December (Just before the holiday)
Deadline for each committee member to read and rate her/his first-round articles. Decimal
ratings can be used. Committee members send their ratings to the Committee Chair.

Round 2 (Right after the holiday break)
The Chair creates a spreadsheet of all the articles from Round 1 that received an averaged
score that is above 15-20 points (depending on the quality and quantity of that year’s Round 1
list) from the Jan-Nov of the previous year. All committee members read all articles on this
shortened Round 2 Master List and input their scores on the spreadsheet.

January 30
All committee members use the rubric to recommend articles published during December and
part of November of the previous calendar year. Committee members send the citations for
their nominations to the Chair who will coordinate the reading of the end-of-year articles by the
rest of the committee.

January 31
Each nominated article from the end-of-the-year recommendation list is assigned to two
committee members by the Chair. The Chair divides the articles into groups based on number
of committee members. Each member then reads two groups of articles; therefore every article
from the end of the year is read by two people. The groups may be assigned alphabetically.
Articles that receive a score of 15-20 points or above (depending on the quality and quantity of
that year’s Round 1 list) will make it to the next round.

One Week Later
Deadline for each committee member to read and rate her/his end-of-year articles. Decimal
ratings can be used. Committee members send their ratings to the Committee Chair. The Chair
adds the articles that received an averaged score that is above 15-20 points (depending on the
quality and quantity of that year’s Round 1 list) to the Round 2 list.

Mid February
Deadline to submit ratings and finalize choices. The Chair divides the articles up between the
committee members to write abstracts

Abstracts (Mid March)
Committee members create annotations for their assigned articles and send them to the Chair
and Co-Chair to edit to meet the June LIRT newsletter deadline (usually in April). Each
annotation includes a citation, a summary of the article including the reasoning behind its
selection, and the name of the committee member who wrote the annotation. Chair submits the
completed annotations to the LIRT Newsletter editor.

Factors to Consider During the Process
1. Look for representation throughout the process from a wide range of library instruction
settings. There should be at least K-12 library instruction article in the final Top Twenty.
2. The Chair will assign firm dates to each part of the process.
3. Articles can be nominated from a variety of library instruction sources. Some sources
that might be considered are listed below. Nominations are not limited to articles from
these sources.
i.
Business/Education databases
1. Business Source Premier/Complete (EBSCO) ABI Inform
2. ERIC, Education Full Text, Education Resource Complete
(EBSCO)
ii.
Science
1. Web of Knowledge/Web of Science
2. Scopus
3. Google Scholar
iii.
Social Sciences
1. Communication & Mass Media Complete (EBSCO), ComAbstracts
(CIOS),
PsycINFO, Psychology and Behavioral Sciences Collection
(EBSCO)
iv.
Library Science
1. LISA, LISTA
v.
Specific journals:
1. portal: Libraries and the Academy
2. Journal of Academic Librarianship

vi.

3. College & Research Libraries
4. Evidence Based Library and Information Practice
5. Knowledge Quest
6. School Library Research
Article about core journals in the field:
http://crl.acrl.org/content/early/2012/07/23/crl12-387.short

