
lmmroth Award 
Winner rto 
Stranger To The 
RoundTable 
Fran McDonald, Chair of the Immroth 
Memorial Award Committee, an
nounces that the John Phillip Immroth 
Award will be presented this year to 
Pamela G. Bonnell of the L. E. R. 
Schimelpfenig Library in Plano, 
Texas. 

The Immroth Award is presented 
annually to persons who have made 
contributions to the cause of intellec
tual freedom, and who have demon
strated remarkable personal courage 
in resisting censorship. 

Bonnell, who has served on the Texas 
Library Association's Intellectual 
Freedom Committee (and is this 
year's recipient of the Texas Library 
Association/SIRS Intellectual Free
dom Award), is a former chair of the 
Intellectual Freedom Round Table, 
its liaison to the Freedom to Read 
Foundation, and a visible advocate of 
the public's right to read. 

The award, consisting of a $500 prize 
and a citation, will be presented to 
Bonnell on June 23 at the 2-4:00 p.m. 
program. 
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Eric Moon Featured Speaker fit 
Conference Program. 
Bill Davis, IFRT Chair 

Eric Moon will be the featured speaker at the ALA Intellectual Freedom Round 
Table's annual conference program, "Living the Library Bill of Rights." Moon 
was editor of Library Journal, and has served as President of ALA. He was a 
major pioneer in setting the philosophical basis for the intellectual freedom 
movement within ALA, articulating what are now basic elements in our under
standing of the place of First Amendment rights in American libraries. His 
record (as evidenced by many editorials and articles) is one of devotion to 
equality of service, and opposition to restrictions which censor any individual' s 
access to information. 

Moon's comments will center on Freedom of Access in American Libraries. 
Responding to his comments will be two noted librarians, Ginnie Cooper, 
former Director of the Alameda County (CA) Library and newly-appointed 
Director of the Multnomah County Library in Portland, Oregon, and William 
Jones, Acting University Librarian, University of illinois at Chicago. 

Many librarians believe the Library Bill of Rights requires that no individual' s 
right to use the library be denied or abridged, that equality of service is explicit 
in the document. That is not the case. Section 5 is, in fact, restrictive, not expan
sive in its wording. Specifying by name particular groups of users whose rights 
should not be abridged may, by omission, exclude others from protection. Many 
librarians support the addition of a period at the end of the work "abridged" in 
Section 5, so that the section reads, "The rights of an individual to the use of a 
library should not be denied or abridged." Other librarians respond that abso
lute equality of service is neither workable nor desirable in all situations. The 
library must exist in a pragmatic world. 

Courts and society in general accept certain restrictions on availability of materi
als to youth as acceptable-witness child pornography laws. Yet, the Library Bill 
of Rights takes a different stand. Most librarians seem to provide unequal service 
in reality (how many would lend a 16mm projector to a 10 year old?), yet claim 
to support the principle of equal service regardless of age. Is this reasoned, or is 
it hypocrisy? Is it possible to deliver equality of service in today's social and 
legal atmosphere? 

Differences in the quality and extent of service available to students and faculty, 
to undergraduate and graduate students is quite common in many institutions. 
Is it acceptable? Why does it exist? Is it counter to the spirit of the Library Bill of 
Rights or a practical necessity in academic settings? Does charging for library 
service mean discrimination based on economic status? Can the pleas of budget 
restrictions be used as a valid argument for the denial of equal access to informa-
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tion to library users? Or, are fees the 
only way in which many libraries can 
expand the amount of information 
available to their users? 

These and many other issues will be 
discussed at Chicago's program, 
Saturday, June 23, beginning at 2 p.m. 
Plans allow for a question-and
answer session, so be prepared to ask 
questions from the floor. 

Who Belongs 
To IFRT? 
Laureen Drapp, Chair, 
Membership Promotions 

Shortly before Midwinter, I received a 
copy of the ALA Membership Profile 
Report, which was a product of 
ALA's "new" membership computer 
system. The data was gathered in the 
fall of 1988, and finally reached report 
form in November of 1989.1t was 
distributed with the assurance that 
"1988 data is (and will be) valid for 
several years." 

So, with that in mind, who are we? 
Who belongs to IFRT? Total member
ship from this report is listed at 1397; 
of this number, 1165, or 83%, are 
regular members of ALA. Most of us 
work in public (42%) or academic 
libraries (24%). School librarians are 
11 %, while 23% are occupied in other 
library-related activities. 

IFRT members are involved profes
sionally on many levels; 8&% of us 
belong to at least one ALA division, 
and 77% of us belong to at least one 
additional round table. In some ways, 
IFRT is a "young" group--66% ·of us 
have been ALA members for 10 years 
or less, and 40% have been members 
for 1- 5 years. 

California can boast 163 members, 
New York follows at 149, with Illinois 
(90), Ohio (70), and Texas (66) close 
behind. 

As far as 1990 membership, at last 
count IFRT had 1847 members, which 
makes it the largest round table 
within ALA. We hope to continue to 
grow and expand our horizons
maybe even into some of the 16 states 
who list membership counts in the 
single digits. 

Missouri·s Media 
Horizons Wins 
1990 Oboler 
Award 
The Spring 1988 issue of Media 
Horizons was devoted to articles· on in
tellectual freedom, censorship, and 
library issues. This journal is a 
publication of the Missouri Associa
tion of School Librarians, and was co
edited by Aileen Helmick.of Central 

. Missouri State University, and Floyd 
Pentlin, now president of the Missouri 
Association of School Librarians. Sue 
Kamm, Chair of the Oboler Memorial 
Award Committee, announces that 
the award (sponsored by HBW 
Associates, Inc., of Dallas, Texas) will 
be presented at the program on 
Saturday, June 23 (2-4 p.m.). 

The Oboler A ward is given every 
other year to publications in English 
or in English language translations 
which have as their central concern 
issues, events, questions, or contro
versies related to intellectual freedom. 
The award consists of a $1,500 prize 
and a citation. 

No State Program Award 
This Year 
State Program Award Committee 
Chair, Joseph Harzbecker, reported 
the Committee:s regrets that no nomi
nations for the award were received 
this year. To get a jump on next year, 
start thinking now about the most 
creative, successful state intellectual 
freedom program, one time or 
ongoing, and prepare your nomina
tions now! We need your help. 

Editor's note: The state program 
award consists of a citation and a 
check for $1,000. 

For more information about the 
award, contact Anne E. Levinson at 
the Office for Intellectual Freedom, 
ALA, 50 East Huron, Chicago, Illinois 
60611. 

Step Up On The 
Soapbox 
Bill Davis, IFRT Chair 

· Do you believe children should have 
·access to any item in your collection? 
Do you follow your convictions 
whichever way you answer? 

Are you concerned about censorship 
in South Africa, South Chicago, the 
West Bank, West Des Moines? 

Should the state support art? Should 
it have the right to decide what art it 
will support? 

If corporations are, by law, persons, 
should they receive the same library 
services, under the same circum
stances, as breathing persons? 

Are fees necessary for public libraries 
to survive or precursors of the end of 
public libraries? 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

The Executive Board of the Intellec
tual Freedom Round Table thinks the 
time is ripe for every member to have 
the chance to express an opinion, to 
listen to the arguments of those repre
senting another point of view, and to 
decide upon responses to questions 
facing all librarians today. 

This year's membership meeting, held 
Monday, June 25,1990, from 9:30a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. in Chicago, will be 
markedly different from meetings of 
the past. Instead of the traditional Roll 
Call of the States, this program lets in
dividual IFRT members talk about 
questions they face daily, how they 
solve those questions, and then learn 
how others respond to the same 
questions. Any member will be given 
the opportunity to speak out, to 
question, or simply to meet with 
others to discuss mutual intellectual 
freedom concerns. Representatives 
from many states will be present to 
share their experiences, to listen to 
your problems, and to hear your 
solutions to their problems. 

This can't be just another program of 
canned presentations by intellectual 
freedom activists. Instead, it's a 
chance for library practitioners to talk 
about their world and their concerns. 

As members, you will, we hope, 
address all sides of many confusing 
intellectual freedom questions we all 
face today. Hope is the operative 
word. If you aren't there, if you don't 
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participate, if you don't take your 
pportunity, the program can't reach 

its goal. Democratic systems rest on 
the proposition that people decide the 
direction of governance. If ALA and 
IFRT are to remain democratic forces, 
they can only do so when members 
take the opportunity to speak out. 

EE YOU MONDAY MORNING. 

If lt•s Monday. 
It Must Be 
ifhe Hilton 
Laureen Drapp, Chair, 
Membership Promotions 

Get out your calendar right now, and 
make a note on Monday, June 25th, to 
attend the Second Annual Get-To
Know-Intellectual-Freedom Recep
tion. The festivities will be from 5:30 
until 7:00 p.m., in the Boulevard A & 
B rooms of the Chicago Hilton. This 
year's event will be co-sponsored by 
ALA's Intellectual Freedom Commit
tee, PLA's Intellectual Freedom 
Committee, AASL's Intellectual 
Freedom Committee, and ew 
Members Round Table. This is a great 
opportunity to mingle with members 
of the various intellectual freedom 
groups within ALA, and find out how 
you can become more involved with 
intellectual freedom issues. 

Hors d'oeuvres will be served, and 
there will be a cash bar. Join us-and 
bring your friends! 

Lanier to speak 
at fiLA 
IFRT director Gene Lanier will 
be speaking on Overt-Covert 
Censorship in our Public Libraries 
(Sunday, 24 June, 9 a.m.-11 a.m. in 
the Congress Hotel Florentine Room). 

Some Soap For The Soapbox
ninety-nine find Forty-Four-one-Hundredths 
Per Cent Pure? 
John C. Swan, Chair, Bylaws and Organization Committee 

The hardy souls who come to the IFRT Membership meeting at ALA (Monday, 
June 25,9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.) will find something new: an open microphone. 
This can be a very daunting, but also a very promising object. Since a number of 
us, old hands and new, believe that the time has come to re-examine our role in 
the struggle against censorship, we hope the latter quality will prevail. Whatever 
the issues are that get air time that morning (school library problems? AIDS 
education? government information policies?), one old, nagging question is 
likely to be lurking behind many of them: how do we combine our primary com
mitment to freedom of access to all points of view with the activist mandate to 
champion the points of view and information needs of the oppressed? Although 
it can be difficult to yoke impartiality and advocacy, it is utterly necessary to do 
so-neutrality alone merely preserves the unjust status quo; advocacy alone 
merely perpetuates the cycle of censorship. 

This question has come sharply into focus over the issue of the boycott of South 
Africa, more particularly, the Guidelines for Librarians Interacting with South Africa. 
This document, a tightened version of guidelines promulgated by the Archives
Libraries Committee of the African Studies Association, was adopted by the 
SRRT last year in Dallas. This past Midwinter it was endorsed by the ACRL 
Board, the ALA Black Caucus, the International Relations Committee, and the 
IRRT. While fully in support of the commercial and strategic boycott of South 
Africa, many in the IFRT are against the ban on trade in (non-strategic) publica
tions and information, regarding the ban as a violation of the Library Bill of 
Rights, and as a threat to the education and communication necessary to end 
apartheid. Therefore, the IFRT Board was sufficiently troubled by the restrictive 
elements in the Guidelines to reject them, despite efforts to get them passed in a 
modified form, and despite statements of SRRT members that we were free to 
modify them for our own use. For some of us, the Guidelines constitute a well
considered and vitally important attempt at information advocacy, even though 
(as intellectual freedom "absolutists") there are certain lines we can't accept. The 
IFRT Board's decision to reject rather then modify them is, therefore, troubling. 
Are we content to stand on our purity, and let others take on the oppressor in 
more active ways, or can we find a way to use our commitment to absolute 
freedom as an active weapon against apartheid? Bring your views to the Board, 
and to the microphone. 

(The Guidelines are printed in the April issue of the College and Research Libraries 
News, pp. 311-14, and are also available from ALA as part of a compendium of 
documents prepared by Bob Doyle called Fact Sheet, and Executive Board Docu
ment, 1989-90 EDB#48.1. And for a steady flow of information and educational 
resource materials on the continuing horror of apartheid, contact Educators 
against Racism and Apartheid, 164-04 Goethals A venue, Jamaica, NY 11432. 
They will disabuse anyone of the notion that Mandela's freedom means that the 
struggle is near an end.) 

This is an irregular publication of the Intellectual Freedom Round Table of the American Library 
Association and is sent to members of the Round Table. Membership information and / or corre
spondence about your subscription should be addressed to: IFRT, Office for Intellectual Freedom, 
American Library Association, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, Ulinois, 60611 . Editor for th is issue: 
B. B. Rile, Wright Memorial Public Library, 1776 Far Hills Avenue, Dayton (Oakwood), Ohio 45419. 



Kids Have Rights Tool 
Christopher Bowen, Chair-Elect 

Kids Have Rights Tool is both the title and the topic of the 1991 IFRT program. The 
program will open with a review of the constitutional rights of children. While 
the individual to speak on the children's constitutional rights has not yet been 
selected, two librarians who are well known in the world of library service to 
children have already agreed to take part in the program. Frances McDonald 
will discuss the basic responsibilities of librarians who work with children, 
focusing particularly on selection and self-censorship. Pat Scales will follow with 
a discussion of intellectual freedom issues related to library programming for 
children. 
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