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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

Since this is my Last Hurrah, I want to take the space to thank all the 
awards committees for their good, hard work. We have an excellent trio of 
winners this year thanks to them. Many other IFRTers also deserve a vote of 
thanks, including (but not limited to) Larry Miller and his Membership Promotion 
Committee, Fran McDonald and her Coalition Task Force, Dick Buck, for his program 
efforts, Pam Bonnell for gathering nominations, and Beth Rile, for editing this 
always-hastily-gathered publication. While I am at it, thanks also to our 
lial&nsand officers for their long year(s) of committee work, and a particular 
note of gratitude to Nancy Herman, our OIF connection, who has done so much 
to keep us on track as we gain responsibilities and members. It has been a 
most interesting year for me and (assuming we have a successful experience in 
New York) a good one for the IFRT. 

New York: Our panel for the IFRT/IFC/Division IFCs joint program, 
"Sex, Censorship, and Social Change", is now set. I think we can make the 
modest claim that this will be one of the major events of ALA-New York. The 
panelists are Judy Blume, famous, beloved, and often-censored author (she topped 
the list of censored authors in our Indiana state-wide library survey again this 
year); Robin Morgan, internationally acclaimed author and feminist activist; 
Alan Sears, Executive Director of the Attorney General's Commission on Pornography 
(whose controversial final report will be released j ust a few days after our 
program); Marcia Pally, journalist (NYT, The Nation, Village Voice, Film Comment), 
and an eloquent spokesperson for the Feminist Anti-Censorship Taskforce; and 
Burton Joseph, a leading Chicago attorney, chairman of the Playboy Foundation, 
and a former trustee of the Freedom to Read Foundation. There will be plentiful 
opportunity for audience questions and discussion. All this takes place 
SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 2-4 PM in the SHERATON IMPERIAL BALLROOM A. 

Our other major program, the IFRT Membership Meeting and Awards Presen
tations, also promises to be an exciting and informative event. This will be 
the first time that the Eli Oboler Memorial Award will be given; that fact, and 
the fact that the first winner is such a distinguished work, will add an extra 
luster to the occasion. Aside from the awards ceremony, we · shall also have our 
traditional "Roll Call of the States." This sharing of problems, crises, successes 
and ideas provides us all with a vivid, practical picture of what is r~ally 
happening in the states. We urge you to be there MONDAY, JUNE 30, 8:30-11:00 AM. 

THOSE NOTORIOUS PORN TOURS: Yes, assuming the preliminary conference program 
mailing yields enough demand, we will be arranging pornography district tours 
conducted by the Women Against Pornography. This does NOT mean that we endorse 
their political and legislative positions, although we do share many of their 
concerns. See the description on p.34 of the preliminary program--and if you are 
still interested, send in your check as soon as possible (we will take them 
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after the given deadline). This is a unique opportunity to examine the 
reality behind all the public debate. 

THE IFRT MEMBERSHIP SURVEY: Again, thanks to all of you who sent in your 
forms. We (which means Nancy and the OIF) are still working on making a 
usable and useful database out of your excellent responses. Meanwhile, 
remember that we are a grass-roots network, and by ·way of each other and 
the OIF we can connect for support and information. For instance, if 
anyone is following the doings of the National Federation for Decency or 
of Morality in Media (they're having a national conference on porn in 
St. Lou.is on June 6 and 7), let us know, either through the OIF or by way 
of our Roll Call of the States and this newsletter. 

John Swan 
Chair, IFRT 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR-ELECT 

Barbara Jones reports that she is still involved in the (long) 
process of making committee appointments. The next (pre-Midwinter) Report 
will announce her results. Also well under way is the preliminary planning 
for the major censorship program of the 1987 ALA Annual Conference in San 
Francisco. Havtng. gathered the thoughts and feelings of a great many people, 
Barbara has chosen the theme of government policies concerning the availa
bility of medical and health information, with a particular focus on the 
AIDS crisis. She has .been in touch with the AIDS Research Center in New 
York and also with key information and support groups in San Francfsco, 
including Board of Health contacts, all of whom are responding with enthu
siasm to the idea of such a conference theme. There are major issues of 
right of access, right of privacy, and basic human rights bound up with this 
broad question which have not yet received anything like the attention they 
deserve. There will, of course, be a good deal more discussion and planning 
at the New York conference. Barb invites suggestions from all; she can be 
reached in New York at (212) 760-7782, or bring your ideas and comments to 
the IFRT/IFC Division IFCs Program Planning meeting on Friday~ June 27, 
11:30 AM- 12:30 PM in the Marriott Belasco/Broadhurst Room. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ .. 
IFRT AWARDS TO BE PRESENTED IN NEW YORK 

STATE PROGRAM AWARD: Intellectual Freedom Committee of the Indiana Library 
Association/Indiana Library Trustee Association for its state-wide 
legal, legislative and educational programs and projects to protect 
and defend the principles of intellectual freedom. 

J. Dennis Day, Chair, IFRT State 
Program Award Committee. 

JOHN PHILLIP IMMROTH MEMORIAL AWARD: Thomas J. Mills for his support of 
challenged textbooks and of the textbook review process in the Palm 
Beach County (Florida) Schools. 

Martha Merrill, Chair, IFRT John Phillip 
Immroth Memorial Award Committee 
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ELI H. OBOLER MEMORIAL AWARD: Leonard W. Levy for h i s Emer gence of a Free 
Press. an authoritative analysis of the struggle and cont r ove r sy 
surrounding the origin of freedom of express i on in this count r y. 

Lamar Vea t ch . Chair . IFRT Eli M. 
Oboler Memorial Award Commit tee . 

vvvvvvvvvvvv~vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv vvvvvvvv 

MEMBERSHIP: te're Number Two and Gaining! _ As of Apr i l 30 8 the IFRT has 
1,248 members. up by about 50 members from last year at the same time, and 
second only to GODORT (1,274)--and we're growing faster! More thanks to 
tarry Miller and the Membership Promotion Committee . 

One of the Committee's activities has been to selec t the fol l owi ng t wo 
statements to be printed on bookmarks which can be used to promote t he 
IFRT and to attract even more new members: 

We are not afraid to entrust the American people with 
unpleasant facts, foreign ideas, alien philosophies and 
competitive values. 

For a nation that is afraid to let its people judge the 
truth and falsehood in an open market is a nation that 
is afraid of its people. President John F. Kennedy 

It is in the public interest for p.ublishers and 
to make available the widest diversity of views 
pressions, including those which are unorthodox 

librarians 
and ex-
or unpopular 

with the majority . Freedom to Read Statement. 

A6666AAAAA66666666~666666A6~6~~~~6666~6~6~66AA666~~~~66AA~ 

REPORT FROM THE IFRT COALITION TASK FORCE 

Fran McDonald. Chair of the Task Force, offers the good news that they 
will present s poster session on coalition building on SUNDAY, JUNE 29, 
1:00- 2:30PM in the CONVENTION CENTER, LEVEL I OF THE EXHIBITION HALL . 
Since networking is surely of the essence in the IFRT, we urge one and all 
to drop in and benefit from the considerable expertise and experience of 
Fran and her cohorts. 

Coalition Alert: Fran asks that IFRT members look for information about and 
listen for discussions of coalition building in their states. This April and 
May the Minnesota Coalition Against Censorship started a "cloning project" 
in which information packets were sent to eight to ten relevant organizations 
in each state . IFRT members should be a natural breeding ground for censor
ship-fighting coalitions. If you are interested in getting one of the HCAC 
packets and your own organization hasn't received one, just contact Fran 
McDonald ~ibrary Media Education, Mankato State University, Mankato, ~rn 
56001; phone (507) 389-1965]. 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
REPORT FROM MIDWINTER. IFRT/CCDA Liaison 

At its midwinter meetings, the Committee on Cataloging: Description 
and Access of the RTSD debated the issue of the placement of information in 
the bibliographic record in the day of the Online Public Access Catalog . 
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Realizing that many OPACs do not allow the user to view a complete biblio
graphic record, CCDA voted to endorse a proposal to put the content of com
puter files (whether programs or data) in the physical description area of 
the record, which commonly DOES display. Although this area has traditionally 
been reserved for information transcribed from a piece or measurements and 
description of it, CCDA felt that the content of computer files was too im
portant to the user to risk its being left out of a display. Librarians 
might well ask what other important information is similarly masked in 
their OPACs. Those of us who believe that full disclosure should be 
practiced in our libraries would advocate that all ~ields should display in 
the public access mode. In the meantime, however, CCDA's endorsement will 
be a first step toward ensuring that needed information gets to the catalog's 
users. 

BB Rile IFRT-CCDA Liason 

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 
I.F. IN NEW YORK SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS AND EVENTS June 28-July 3 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Thursday, June 26 

+ Freedom to Read Foundation Board of Trustees 9 AM- 12:30 PM 
2 PM- 5:30 PM MAR Juilliard/Imperial Room 

Friday, June 27 
+ Intellectual Freedom Committee 8 AM- 11:00 AM 

MAR Belasco/Broadhurst Room 
+ IFRT/IFC/Division IFCs Joint Program Planning 11:30- 12:30 PM 

MAR Belasco/Broadhurst Room 
+ IFRT Coalition Task Force 2 PM - 4 PM 

MAR Brecht Room 
+ IFRT Executive Committee 

MAR Winter Garden Room 

Saturday, June 28 
+ Intellectual Freedom Committee 

CC Room 3D-11 
+++IFRT/IFC/Division IFCs JOINT PROGRAM: 

SHER Imperial Ballroom A 

Sunday, June 29 
+ IFRT Membership Promotion 

HIL Gibbs Room 

4:30 PM - 5:30 PM 

9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

SEX, CENSORSHIP AND SOC!AL CHANGE 
2 PM - 4 PM 

11:30 AM- 12:30 PM 

+++ Coalition Task Force Poster Session: BUILDING INTELLECTUAL 
FREEDOM COALITIONS 1 PM- 2:30 PM 

CC Level 1, Exhibition Hall 

Monday, June 30 
+ IFC/Division IFCs/IFRT Joint Meeting 8 AM - 9 AM 

SHER Commonwealth Room 
+++ IFRT MEMBERSHIP MEETING: AWARDS PROGRAM AND ROLL CALL OF THE STATES 

SHER Royal Ballroom A 9:30 AM - 11 AM 
+ IFC/American Association of Publishers Freedom to Read Committee 

PROGRAM CC Ro-o& IE:':.127i3.: 2 PM - 4 PM 

Tuesday, July 1 

+ Intellect~al Freedom Committee HIL Lardner Room 8 AM - 11 AM 
+ IFRT Executive Committee HIL Lardner Room 11:30 AM- 12:30 PM 

............................................................................... 
CC=Convention Center HIL=New York Hilton Hotel MAR~Marriott Marquis Hotel 

SHER= Sheraton Centr e 


