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RESOLUTION TO ENDORSE STATEMENT FROM THE MOVEMENT 
FOR BLACK LIVES ON CHARLESTON SHOOTING 

Whereas on June 28, 2015, ALA Council passed a Resolution Denouncing the Systemic Racism That 
Motivated the South Carolina Shooting; and 

Whereas the Movement for Black Lives issued the following statement on the Shooting in Charleston, 
SC, now, therefore, be it  

STATEMENT FROM THE MOVEMENT FOR BLACK LIVES ON 
CHARLESTON SHOOTING 

Charleston’s Emanuel A.M.E. church, which is steeped in the incredible history of resistance to 
slavery, will now be known as the site of an unspeakable and tragic act. Our hearts go out to the 
families of those killed. We also keep in our thoughts a congregation that lost its pastor and a 
community mourning the loss of its neighbors. 

We are reminded today that while our attention has focused on increasing state and police 
violence against Black people, racist vigilante attacks are a large part of this country’s legacy. 
We must face the hard truth that our collective work goes much further than the 
implementation of body cameras and police reform initiatives if we cannot even be safe 
worshipping at church. 

Whether it’s the murder of four schoolgirls at a Birmingham church in 1963, the killing of 
twelve year old Tamir Rice by Cleveland police officers, or the suicide of Kalief Browder after 
years of being unjustly imprisoned and tortured as a teenager at Rikers Island jail– our 
communities continue to suffer the many strains of a cancerous racism allowed to flourish in 
this country. While the arrest of this shooter must come as a small comfort to the families of 
those killed, we know we cannot arrest our way out of this country’s history or its present. 

Therefore, as a movement, we must say what our President cannot or will not say. This was an 
undeniable act of terrorism intended to strike fear into the hearts of Black communities at a 
time when we have bravely stood together declaring that #BlackLivesMatter everywhere. 

We continue to fight for a world that values Black life in the names of all those we have lost, 
including and especially those who were killed last night on a date we will surely never forget. 

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA) endorses the Statement from the Movement for 
Black Lives on the Charleston Shooting, issued on Friday, June 19, 2015. 

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 
Tuesday, June 30, 2015, in San Francisco, California  

 
Keith Michael Fiels 
Executive Director and Secretary of the ALA Council 
 

 


