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FROM THE CHAIR
Hallie Pritchett, University of Georgia

December 14, 2011

Hard to believe it’s December already!  Much to my 
surprise, I am already halfway through my term as 
MAGIRT chair.  It has been a busy 6 months, MAGIRT-
wise (work-wise, too, come to think of it).  Since 
Annual we have successfully negotiated our name 
change, planned our Annual 2012 program, had most 
of our committees meet and conduct their business 
virtually, saw our Web site finally migrate to Drupal, 
and gotten the most recent titles in our Print Publication 
Series (Cartographic Citations, 2nd edition and Great 
Moments in Map Librarianship) into the online ALA 
Bookstore. We also made a $500 donation to the 
Spectrum Scholarship Program, which, per their Web site, is ALA’s national 
diversity and recruitment effort designed to address the specific issue of under-
representation of critically needed ethnic librarians within the profession, while 
serving as a model for ways to bring attention to larger diversity issues in the 
future.  All in all, these past few months have been a very productive time for 
MAGIRT.  I would like to thank everyone involved for all their hard work in 
support of our Round Table; MAGIRT would not exist without the efforts and 
dedication of its members.
 
December also means that ALA Midwinter is just around the corner.  Our 
Midwinter 2012 meeting schedule is included in this issue of base line.  As 
promised at Annual and in my August From the Chair column, Midwinter 2012 
has a greatly reduced in-person meeting schedule.  While most of our standing 
committees will not be meeting in Dallas, all of our discussion groups will meet 
there, as will the Cataloging and Classification Committee.  We plan to stream 
our Map Collection Management and GIS Discussion Groups online; details on 
how to view these sessions will be posted on ALA Connect and the MAGIRT 
listserv in early January 2012.  The committees that will not meet in person have 
been asked to submit a summary of their activities since Annual to the Executive 
Board.  Finally, most of the in-person Executive Board meeting on Sunday 
will be devoted to discussion of our activities since Annual—with a particular 
emphasis on the positives and negatives of our virtual committee meetings and 
the Midwinter meeting schedule—and planning for Annual 2012 in Anaheim.  
Although our Midwinter 2012 meeting schedule is a significant departure 
from past years, based on the work our committees have done since Annual, I 
remain confident that this has been and will continue to be a positive change for 
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MAGIRT.

If you will be attending Midwinter in person, please join us on Friday evening 
for our Dutch treat dinner at Campisi’s in Dallas; further details are listed on the 
meeting schedule.  If you won’t be attending Midwinter this year, please plan 
to join us virtually on Saturday afternoon for our Map Collection Management 
and GIS Discussion Groups.  As always, if you have any questions, comments or 
concerns about Midwinter or MAGIRT in general, please contact me—hpritche@
uga.edu.

Happy holidays!  I look forward to seeing many of you—either in person or 
virtually—in Dallas next month.

MAGIRT Midwinter 2012 meeting schedule

Friday – January 20th

  
6:30PM –   Dutch treat dinner at Campisi’s, 1520 Elm Street, Ste 111,  
   Dallas 
   http://campisis.us/Downtown-Dallas.html

Saturday – January 21st

1:30PM – 3:30PM Map Collection Management  
   Discussion Group   Dallas Convention  
        Center – D163

4:00PM – 5:30PM GIS Discussion Group   Dallas Convention  
        Center – D163

Sunday – January 22nd 

8:00AM – 12:00PM  Map Cataloging Discussion Group/ 
   Cataloging & Classification Committee Dallas Convention  
        Center – D161

1:30PM – 3:30PM Executive Board    Omni Hotel – Arts  
        District 6
  
PLEASE NOTE:  The Map Collection Management and GIS Discussion Groups will 
be streamed online; details on how to view these sessions will be posted on ALA 
Connect and the MAGIRT listserv in early January 2012.

If you have any questions or comments about our Midwinter 2012 meeting 
schedule, please contact MAGIRT chair Hallie Pritchett (hpritche@uga.edu).

mailto:hpritche@uga.edu
mailto:hpritche@uga.edu
http://campisis.us/Downtown-Dallas.html
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ON THE CATALOGING/CATALOGUING FRONT
Tammy Wong, Library of Congress

LC G&M Twitter Account

LOCMaps@Twitter.com

The Geography and Map Division of the Library of Congress started a 
Twitter account on June 22nd, 2011, making us the first custodial division 
to have a Twitter account. The goal of this Twitter account as outlined in our 
communications plan is to engage librarians, researchers, genealogists, the general 
public, and map collectors.  The G&M Twitter feed will allow us to quickly 
share news about new collections, content, website features, map scans, and 
conferences G&M staff will be participating.  The G&M Twitter account will 
allow us to communicate quicker and more effectively about new acquisitions, 
newly catalogued material, and newly scanned items to our patrons. 

We have now tweeted 137 times and have at the moment 3,266 followers of our 
Twitter account, LOCMaps@Twitter.com. The links we have posted have been 
clicked a total of 15,494 times with our maps of the First Battle of Bull Run 
having the most clicks at 440. The division tweets at least once every workday 
and provides maps for historical as well as topical subjects, such as when we 
tweeted a modern CIA map of the Kermadec Islands on July 6th following the 
earthquake in that area.  (Submitted by Ian Fowler)

http://LOCMaps@Twitter.com
http://LOCMaps@Twitter.com
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Email address of LC G&M Cataloging Team - mapcat@loc.gov

The Cataloging Team of the Geography and Map Division of the Library of 
Congress now has its own email address at mapcat@loc.gov.  Please send any 
general map cataloging questions or LC G Schedule geographic cutter (Tables 
G1548-9804) requests to this address.

MAGIRT is looking for a new Electronic Mapping Editor for base line.  The 
position is ideal for someone who likes to write and has experience with digital 
mapping, GIS, map websites and/or geospatial data.  This individual would 
contribute a bimonthly column to base line, apprising MAGIRT members of 
basic, advanced and new developments in electronic mapping, particularly as 
they apply to library collections.

If you are interested in applying for this position, please contact Kathleen 
Weessies, Chair of MAGIRT's Publications Committee, or Steve Rogers, editor 
of base line.

Kathleen:  weessie2@mail.lib.msu.edu
Steve:  rogers.20@osu.edu

Electronic Mapping Editor Needed

mailto:mapcat@loc.gov
mailto:mapcat@loc.gov
mailto:weessie2%40mail.lib.msu.edu?subject=
mailto:rogers.20%40osu.edu?subject=
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Another year is ending, with a new one to follow. This year was a blur and I 
expect it will just keep getting faster. In 2011, I compiled a large list of new maps, 
books, and websites relating to maps, cartographic resources, GIS, and the wide 
world of new or unusual works. I hope to begin including the “out-takes” list of 
new items, so that you can get even more than what I have not included in base 
line. For now, here are some new publications and some worthy websites for your 
perusal.

Mapping Changing Vegetation in Yosemite

http://www.buffalo.edu/ubreporter/2011_10_13/yosemite_vegetation

Sometimes you find new material near to home. This article (in the UB Reporter 
October 10, 2011) spotlights a research program that aims to record and analyze 
an ecological system using mapping. The full article is at the above URL, and a 
brief note on it is below.

“Researchers from three universities have partnered to create a new, high-tech tool 
for mapping changing plant patterns at Tuolumne Meadows, a mountain meadow 
in Yosemite National Park. The tool is a model that stitches together years of 
data from the study area, including meteorological observations, stream-gage 
measurements, water levels at 55 wells and vegetation surveys that the National 
Park Service conducted at 222 locations.

By combining these and other factors, the model successfully simulated how 
past groundwater levels influenced the type of plants growing in the meadow. A 
paper describing the new model, which generates “probabilistic vegetation maps,” 
was published online last month in the journal Water Resources Research. The 
next step is to use the model to predict how future climate change could affect 
vegetation patterns and to test the effectiveness of potential, future restoration 
strategies.”—Article

Maps

Typographic Maps

http://store.axismaps.com/

Cartography has always been a creative art in addition to being a practical 
science. Through history, we see many examples showing creative renditions of 
the world. I think that map making has always been on a progressive path through 
aesthetics and mechanical arts and the proof of this may be seen in any of the 

New Maps and Cartographic Materials,
Along with Other Items of Interest

David J. Bertuca, Map Librarian
University at Buffalo Libraries Map Collection

http://www.buffalo.edu/ubreporter/2011_10_13/yosemite_vegetation
http://store.axismaps.com/
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early map collections, as well as contemporary examples. The series of maps 
produced by this company is a great example.

Typographic Maps has created maps of a number of major cities that “accurately 
depict the streets and highways, parks, neighborhoods, coastlines, and physical 
features of the city using nothing but type.” These maps are mostly a creative 
depiction of the cities in an abstract way. They are not intended to be used for 
navigation, but rather the maps are the theme.

Typographic Maps offers prints of their maps on good stock so that you can 
mount them on walls for viewing. The artist even offers limited, signed editions 
of these works. The maps would be good as gifts or as decorations in map and 
geography collections/offices. They provide artistic ideas for cartographers and 
artists wishing to create something new. 

Web Resources
Mapsof.net
http://mapsof.net/

Do you need a map of Ancient Rome? Or maybe Washington, D.C.? Or perhaps 
you need to locate a map showing Federal Lands in Southern Nevada. Mapsof.
net is a collection of all sorts of maps that allow you to find maps by theme (e.g., 
continent, city, historic period), and then select a map to view, zoom in on, and to 
download a copy to use. When you select your map, the system displays similar 
maps (in thumbnail form) so you can decide which map serves your needs.

Some really nice features of these maps include:

•	 each map has a small reference map to put the main map into 
geographical context

•	 moving the cursor over the map displays coordinates at the edge of the 
map

http://mapsof.net/
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•	 searching is available by a wide variety of topics and sub-topics

•	 a list of tools are available (i.e., distance calculators, directions)

This collection provides an amazing supply of maps for a large number of themes. 
Searching by place name or type, and by other terms.

This website provides access to a wide range of maps covering all locations, large 
and small. It would be useful for all learners through adult. It is particularly useful 
to educators and should be added to bookmarks for future reference.

Plate Tectonic Reconstructions

http://www.ig.utexas.edu/research/projects/plates/recons.htm#movies

The study of earth sciences has benefitted from computer technologies. This 
site, by the Institute for Geophysics, at University of Texas, at Austin, provides 
a series of animated models showing plate tectonics throughout Earth’s history. 
Included are global views of various periods in the geologic past, as well as movie 
animations that graphically visualize tectonic motion with the passage of time.

The animations are created using PowerPoint so that the periods may be viewed 
as either a slide show, or as a series of images that may be reviewed individually. 
The quality of the maps is good, clear and readable. 

Another page on this site contains several posters (http://www.ig.utexas.edu/re-
search/projects/plates/posters/posters.htm), which are really maps. Included is a 
world map showing “Present-day Plate Boundaries” and a map poster “The Mak-
ing of Texas”, which shows the plate tectonic evolution of Texas.

In addition to the maps, animations, and posters, there is an extensive 
bibliography, education pages with materials for teaching, and a page of available 
data sets. There is much more at this website. But for maps, the above areas will 
be most relevant.

This resource would be useful to students of all ages and it provides a range of 
materials for study.

Atlas of Historical County Boundaries

http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
This tool by the Scholl Center for American History and Culture (http://www.newberry.
org/dr-william-m-scholl-center-american-history-and-culture), at the Newberry Library, 
provides county-level maps and GIS data for every state in the U.S., plus map data for the 
Dakota Territory. Each state’s data is arranged so that you can move from state to state 
with ease. Data for each state includes: an interactive map (by day, month, and year), 
chronologies of individual county changes (showing dates and changes), bibliographies, 
historical comments, metadata on the materials, as well as GIS, KMZ (for Google Earth), 
and PDF files.

http://www.ig.utexas.edu/research/projects/plates/recons.htm#movies
http://www.ig.utexas.edu/research/projects/plates/posters/posters.htm
http://www.ig.utexas.edu/research/projects/plates/posters/posters.htm
http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
http://www.newberry.org/dr-william-m-scholl-center-american-history-and-culture
http://www.newberry.org/dr-william-m-scholl-center-american-history-and-culture
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The main feature is the “interactive map” section, which shows boundaries for 
historical period, and includes “county, extinct county, and unsuccessful county 
proposals from the creation of the first county through 31 December 2000.”  The 
interactive map uses a GIS allowing you to view the county boundaries at any 
time in the state’s history, along with current boundaries (for comparison). You 
can turn various layers on or off and you can print the results. GIS data may be 
downloaded for use as well.

The summary, which is partly quoted above, states that it shows the state from its 
“first county” to the present.  However, I did a little experimenting and found that 
they have data going back earlier (try Massachusetts, for example and enter a date 
in 1670 or 1700; they list the first county in 1776).  The boundaries prior to 1776 
are described in the text “chronologies” and help to piece together the full history. 
I do not know if the pre-1776 boundaries show on the GIS by plan or not, but it is 
interesting to take a look at it (Massachusetts at one time, claimed land in present-
day New York, New Hampshire, Connecticut, and Maine. I did find out from the 
GIS that a date before 1629 is not in the database so perhaps this data has been 
entered. I tried a few other states (e.g., Illinois) and found that there is data prior 
to the starting dates given.

Maps on this system would be useful for any level student through adult learner. 
GIS data will be most useful to college and professional interests. Overall, this 
website offers good visuals for the topic, as well as data for map making.

While you are here, you may wish to visit the Newberry Library’s Hermon 
Dunlap Smith Center for the History of Cartography (http://www.newberry.org/
hermon-dunlap-smith-center-history-cartography). This extensive collection can 
provide materials for a wide variety of fields.

Environmental Knowledge for Change (GRID-Arendal)
http://www.grida.no/

http://www.newberry.org/hermon-dunlap-smith-center-history-cartography
http://www.newberry.org/hermon-dunlap-smith-center-history-cartography
http://www.grida.no/
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This organization provides data and resources covering a wide range of activities 
throughout the world relating to the environment and sustainable development. 
This website is an international center for the study and dissemination of this data.

“GRID-Arendal is a collaborating centre of the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) http://www.unep.org. Established in 1989 by the Government 
of Norway as a Norwegian Foundation, our mission is to communicate 
environmental information to policy-makers and facilitate environmental 
decision-making for change.”—About page (http://www.grida.no/about).

If you select Maps and Graphics (http://maps.grida.no/) from the top bar, you 
will be introduced to more than 2,100 maps and graphics relating to the global 
environment. New maps are added as they are produced by government agencies 
and other organizations, and include digitized maps, digital maps, and GIS atlases.  
Themes found in this collection include:
Biodiversity & Conservation
Climate Change
Environment & Poverty
Environment & Security
Freshwater
Pollution
Urban issues
Waste
Maps in the collection cover topics within these themes and include direct 
environment studies and maps/graphics on related aspects, such as the effects on 
people and regions. Several titles listed below give you an idea of the available 
spectrum: 
Uganda Biofuels Atlas: a GIS based on a study by the National Environment 
Management Authority (NEMA) of Uganda. It shows the potential for agriculture 
projects to boost crop-types to use in a viable biofuel production system.
Baltic Environmental Atlas: another GIS with layers describing the Baltic Sea 
basin.
Trafficking of women and girls in Nepal: a map of Nepal that graphically shows 
populations and the traffic to other countries.
Climate change vulnerability: Vulnerability of human populations to extreme 
climate related events and changes in major climate parameters over the next 30 
years.

The organization not only collects these maps, it also catalogs the materials. 
References are provided to publishing agencies, along with links to the original 
resources and data. As stated on the Maps page: “Search and explore vast amounts 
of global and regional data through an interactive interface. Make your own 
custom map or learn more about specific features in the map.”
This website provides materials for both serious and popular study of the 
environment and viable sustainability throughout the world. It would be useful to 

http://www.unep.org
http://www.grida.no/about
http://maps.grida.no/
http://maps.grida.no/theme/biodiversity
http://maps.grida.no/theme/climatechange
http://maps.grida.no/theme/poverty
http://maps.grida.no/theme/security
http://maps.grida.no/theme/freshwater
http://maps.grida.no/theme/pollution
http://maps.grida.no/theme/urban
http://maps.grida.no/theme/waste
http://maps.grida.no/uganda_biofuels/
http://www.nemaug.org/
http://www.nemaug.org/
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high-school through adult learner, and the links to data sources provides research-
grade data for environmental research.
Earth-As-Art (EAA) Satellite Scenes

http://store.usgs.gov/b2c_usgs/catalog/categorieInPath/(xcm=r3standardpitrex_pr
d&layout=6_1_61_90&uiarea=2&ctype=areaDetails&carea=0000000009)/.do?ke
y=0/0000001913&uiarea=workarea

If you need to show examples of geographical (or geological) features on the 
Earth, or if you want to enjoy the amazing terran landscape, then this website is 
for you.

This collection of color enhanced images acquired by the Landsat 7 satellite, 
provide both a geographer’s resource and an artistic portrait of our planet. Images 
were selected for their aesthetic value.

More satellite images are available at the Earth Resources Observation and 
Science (EROS) Center Image Gallery website http://eros.usgs.gov/imagegallery/.
USGS 7.5 & 15 Minute Topographic Maps
http://store.usgs.gov/b2c_usgs/b2c/display/%28xcm=r3standardpitrex_prd&layou
t=6_1_61_50_2&uiarea=2&ctype=areaDetails&carea=0000000015%29/.do

For those who need a USGS topographic map in a hurry or in electronic format, 
this USGS Store page can help. Digitized versions of 1:24,000 and 1:25,000 maps 
of the U.S. and dependencies enables the user to locate and download an image 
file as needed. The files are compressed and indexed by quad name, just as they 
often are when located in a map library.

Atlas of True Names
http://www.kalimedia.com/Atlas_of_True_Names.html

I love etymology and in geography etymology plays a major role in connecting 
places and people together. The Atlas of True Names is a collection of more than 
“3,000 cities, countries, rivers, oceans and mountain ranges...” that are compiled 
on one of four maps: the World, the United States, Europe, and the British Isles. 
On each, place names are tracked back to their word origins, then translated into 
English on the map. As an example from the cartographer, “where you would 
normally expect to see the Sahara indicated, the Atlas gives you “The Tawny 
One”, derived from Arab. es-sahra “the fawn coloured, desert.” Each map 
includes a comprehensive index of word derivations. The world map also includes 
the planets on an ancillary map.

A few more examples include: “At the Foot of the Mountain” – Piedmont; the 
“The Gentle One” – The Seine; and “Under the Oaks” – Potsdam.

These maps are interesting, not because they depict place name origins (though 
some do), they provide a different way to view geographic places.

The cartographer states that his creations are designed to restore an element 

http://store.usgs.gov/b2c_usgs/catalog/categorieInPath/(xcm=r3standardpitrex_prd&layout=6_1_61_90&uiarea=2&ctype=areaDetails&carea=0000000009)/.do?key=0/0000001913&uiarea=workarea
http://store.usgs.gov/b2c_usgs/catalog/categorieInPath/(xcm=r3standardpitrex_prd&layout=6_1_61_90&uiarea=2&ctype=areaDetails&carea=0000000009)/.do?key=0/0000001913&uiarea=workarea
http://store.usgs.gov/b2c_usgs/catalog/categorieInPath/(xcm=r3standardpitrex_prd&layout=6_1_61_90&uiarea=2&ctype=areaDetails&carea=0000000009)/.do?key=0/0000001913&uiarea=workarea
http://eros.usgs.gov/imagegallery/
http://store.usgs.gov/b2c_usgs/b2c/display/%28xcm=r3standardpitrex_prd&layout=6_1_61_50_2&uiarea=2&ctype=areaDetails&carea=0000000015%29/.do
http://store.usgs.gov/b2c_usgs/b2c/display/%28xcm=r3standardpitrex_prd&layout=6_1_61_50_2&uiarea=2&ctype=areaDetails&carea=0000000015%29/.do
http://www.kalimedia.com/Atlas_of_True_Names.html
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of “enchantment to the world” and this is accomplished in nicely drawn, well-
colored and visually clear maps.

These maps may be more useful as display maps, but they do provide a 
bit of education because they show how many names came into being. For 
cartographers, artists, and other creative arts studies, these are great resources. For 
culture and anthropology studies, as well as for geographers, the maps make an 
interesting study of words.

For anyone who is curious—or who has a sense of humor—these maps are a nice 
creativity starter.

In addition to these name maps, the publisher has also created several wine 
maps, one covering the world, and a second, Europe (http://www.kalimedia.
com/Atlas_Wine_World.html). These show the wine regions, along with details 
about types of grapes/wines produced. This series will be good for display (for 
wine enthusiasts) and for use by persons involved with wine production and 
distribution.

Geo Blogs (GeBlogs)

I won’t try to coin a better phrase, but there are a growing number of weblogs 
related to maps, cartography, geography, and GIS. Here are a few more to add to 
your collection.

Spatially Adjusted: Geospatial Technology, Web Mapping and Spatial 
Services

http://www.spatiallyadjusted.com/

This is a commercial blog by the creator of Planet Geospatial (http://www.plan-
etgs.com/), though the subjects covered provide a variety of topics of interest, but 
from a developer’s point-of-view. Included are new technologies, open-source 
initiatives, GIS and ESRI-related technologies, and other topics.

	  

http://www.kalimedia.com/Atlas_Wine_World.html
http://www.kalimedia.com/Atlas_Wine_World.html
http://www.spatiallyadjusted.com/
http://www.planetgs.com/
http://www.planetgs.com/
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The entries are sparse compared with other blogs, but some of these provide 
reviews of current products, concepts, and helpful tips.

This is not the best example of a map-related blog, but it is worth making an 
occasional visit.

The Map Room: a Weblog About Maps

http://www.maproomblog.com/

Good source for new maps and books about cartography. The author has reviewed 
many new items as he obtained them. Unfortunately, the map portion of the blog 
ceased activity, but his archives are good and his main blog site still wanders into 
maps. I found many new entries relating to cartography and map sciences.

Thematic Mapping Blog
http://blog.thematicmapping.org/

“The aim of this blog is to elaborate ideas of how web browsers and open 
standards can be used for thematic mapping.”—Welcome statement. 

This blog is primarily for cartography using a variety of electronic programs or 
styles. It is helpful for those wishing to get into creating maps, displaying data 
through open-source applications, or Google map developers. Some specific code 
systems are discussed here, including Thematic Mapping API “a new JavaScript 
library that allows you to create thematic maps from your own data source.”

Though newer entries are not as common, there are some great maps shown here. 
Thematic maps from newspapers, Google Earth designs, and a variety of other 
similar maps created by users, are shown. It is a good reference for ideas on 

http://www.maproomblog.com/
http://blog.thematicmapping.org/
http://thematicmapping.org/techniques/
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making maps, and also for finding thematics for specific topics.

The maps shown also include the data used to produce them, so that those wishing 
to learn Google map programming, or want to use similar applications, can 
examine the programming used to create the examples.

Making Maps: DIY Cartography: Resources and Ideas for Making Maps

http://makingmaps.net/
I have mentioned this blog before, but it is worth noting again. For those creating 
their own maps, or for those looking for maps or examples of maps for their needs, 
this is a great place to visit. The current entry, for example (Dec. 5, 2011) is on Map 
Art Exhibitions, 2010-11. Examples are great to see and the entire blog has many 
examples for all types of uses.

Big Map Blog: Interesting Maps, Historical Maps, BIG Maps

http://www.bigmapblog.com/
The name says it all, but the subtitle makes it more humorous. The author of the 
site selects historic maps from a small variety of collections that you may be 
familiar with. Using just a browser, you can view the maps online and zoom, etc. 
With the zomm.it software (http://zoom.it/), you can download and use the images 
easily with higher resolutions. New maps are added on a weekly basis. Also there 
are links to some good map websites. References are given for the maps that are 
displayed.

http://makingmaps.net/
http://www.bigmapblog.com/
http://zoom.it/


base line 32(6): 17

Books

Berry, Jill.K. Personal Geographies: Explorations in Mixed-Media Map-
Making. Cincinnati, Ohio: North Light Books, 2011 (ISBN: 9781440308567). 
143 p.: ill. (some col.), maps.

Just off the press, this book would be helpful to those interested in fine arts, 
especially those using maps as part of the media. The concept of the book is that 
we each have personal geographies. The book provides instruction on how to 
create: maps of the self, which are maps of the body and internal systems; maps 
of personal experiences, including vacations, work and recreation activities, and 
similar event-based subjects; and artwork made from physical maps.

“Personal geographies gives you the tools and techniques you’ll need to create 
artful maps of yourself, your experiences and your personal journey. Chart the 
innermost workings of your mind, document your artistic path and create an 
unfolding maze of your future dreams and goals”—P. [4] of cover.

This book is great for art studies, art therapy programs, classroom art activities 
(for teachers to use for planning), and for handicraft enthusiasts. It may also be 
useful for scrapbooking hobbyists and those looking for a different recreational 
activity.

Plastic, Plastic Everywhere, and Some is in Our Drink…

As we go about our daily lives, we use plastics for all sorts of things, rarely 
wondering what the effect is—or will be—on people, animals, and our habitat. 
People have been aware of the problems that arise from the production, use, and 
refuse of plastic items, and awareness is increasing. However, the situation has 
taken global proportions with the exponential increase in use of plastic materials.

This is a hot topic, partly because of the dramatic increase in the use of plastic 
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materials in our daily lives. It is mainly the effect on the environment that has 
been documented since the first modern plastics started to infiltrate our world.

The solutions are not simple, but awareness of what is happening, and the ways in 
which we can combat being buried in plastic are reaching everyone. Many studies 
have shown that part of the problem can be reduced by cutting our use of plastic.

And, as you read the annotations below, remember to stop at the last comment, 
“Don’t Panic…” for at least a glimmer of a cleaner future.

As noted in a previous review (see: “Digital Rubbish: a Natural History of 
Electronics” base line 32:3 (June 2011): 15-16)( http://www.ala.org/magirt/sites/
ala.org.magirt/files/content/publicationsab/baseline/32_3.pdf), consumerism 
and technology increase the supply and demand for product solutions, which has 
caused a massive increase in the quantity of plastic products to meet part of this 
need. The following books look at our obsession with plastic and the effect on our 
world.

Moore, Charles, and Cassandra Phillips. Plastic Ocean: How a Sea Captain’s 
Chance Discovery Launched an Obsessive Quest to Save the Oceans. New York: 
Avery, 2011 (ISBN: 9781583334249). x, 358 p., [8] p. of plates.

The World Ocean is so vast that we have traditionally broken it into individual 
oceans and seas. Our view of the “Seven Seas” is an attempt to grasp with this 
vastness.

But vastness has a downside. Because there is so much water, with so much 
volume, people have perceived this immenseness as an unlimited dumping 
ground. Major cities drop all sorts of refuse off-shore, ships discard waste along 
their routes, and everyone assumes that the ocean will filter out the problem. Not 
with plastic! Plastic does not break down into anything that can be absorbed or 
removed from water. For a few years I have been reading about the cumulative 
effects on the oceans, in terms of plastic. It is alarming when you see what 
happens to plastic.

Author Charles Moore describes his contact with the problem, which he saw 
firsthand. He was sailing across the Pacific and took a shortcut through an area 
called the North Pacific Subtropical Gyre, which is a “dead” area where wind is 
calm. The gyre is a place where ocean currents form a sort of whirlpool, forcing 
flotsam and jetsam into a dead zone. Moore and crew found themselves in the 
middle of a garbage dump that  soon was named the “Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch” because of the high concentration of junk, mostly plastic that gets 
trapped by currents. The author states that it is a place “where plastic outweighs 
zooplankton, the ocean’s food base, by six to one.” This experience led Moore to 
start studying the causes of the problem and ask questions on how to reverse the 

http://www.ala.org/magirt/sites/ala.org.magirt/files/content/publicationsab/baseline/32_3.pdf
http://www.ala.org/magirt/sites/ala.org.magirt/files/content/publicationsab/baseline/32_3.pdf
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process.

The book describes the relationship between the plastic industry, consumers, and 
the effect of plastic refuse on the global survival of everything. The author also 
discusses the world of plastic and how it has entered every aspect of our world.

The table of contents gives a fair idea of the coverage of the book:

A plastic soup — Synthetic evolution — Surfing the learning curve — Swept 
away : the oceans as global dumpster — The plastic sea around us — The 
invention of throwaway living — Harm — The plastic age — Gonzo science — 
The message finds its medium — Net losses — Indigestible — Bad chemistry — 
Debris forensics — Erasing our plastic footprint — Refuse.

This book documents the evolving concerns over plastic disposal and should be 
considered as an addition to any collection that supports environmental sciences, 
global studies, and a few other areas. The book is geared toward adult learners and 
toward those who may be able to work on the system and come up with solutions. 

Its popular appeal is good and high school through college students will find the 
book useful and of interest. This is also a good book for those seeking materials to 
use to raise awareness.

Capt. Charles Moore of the Algalita Marine Research Foundation first discovered 
the Great Pacific Garbage Patch — an endless floating waste of plastic trash. Now 
he’s drawing attention to the growing, choking problem of plastic debris in our 
seas. Listen to the author’s TED lecture: http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/
capt_charles_moore_on_the_seas_of_plastic.html

Freinkel, Susan. Plastic: a Toxic Love Story. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 
2011 (ISBN: 9780547152400). 324 p.

This book is definitely not a romance, despite its subtitle. World development has 
made great advances due to the introduction of plastics in almost every aspect of 
our lives. The real boom in plastic manufacturing has only been around for 60 
years, but in brief period we have developed thousands of uses and millions of 
tons of products.

While our lives are better for this industrial development, we also have problems 
that stem from the widespread use of plastic products. This book traces the 
development and maturity of the plastics industry, while also describing its impact 
on everyday life. The author discusses the “good” and “bad” of plastic. The book 
is objective in its approach to all aspects of plastics and goes on to suggest that we 
need to find ways to reduce our dependency on plastic materials.

http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/capt_charles_moore_on_the_seas_of_plastic.html
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/capt_charles_moore_on_the_seas_of_plastic.html
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It is an eye-opening text because the reader is told of how ubiquitous plastic is in 
the modern world, offering detailed descriptions of the many products that use 
plastic as well as how these affect the same world, in both positive and negative 
ways.

This is a “popular” work but is based on solid, factual data. It is a stimulating 
book because the reader will gain a greater awareness of the plastic world we live 
in, while also being shown the situation that we face, in terms of disposal and 
long-term effects on ecology and our lives.
This book would suit high school through the adult learner. It contains concise 
statements on data based on good references and is written in a style that would 
make it interesting to a wide audience. It also makes for a good tool to build 
awareness of the problems and the need for making changes in a clear manner that 
will appeal to many.

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch
If the above books interest your patrons, or if you need to provide references to 
sources of research, educational materials, environmental-awareness help, or other 
related topics, the following are websites devoted to either the plastic problem or 
ocean monitoring of marine debris. All are worth bookmarking or keeping on a 
list for future use.
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Scripps Environmental Accumulation of Plastic Expedition (SEAPLEX)
http://sio.ucsd.edu/Expeditions/Seaplex/
This research expedition by Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of 
California, San Diego, is “Seeking the Science of the Pacific Ocean Garbage 
Patch.”—website. It documents a data gathering tour made in 2009 and provides 
data, text, and images showing up-close what this area of the ocean looks like.
The viewer may examine the map of the expedition’s route (http://maps.google.
com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&t=h&msa=0&msid=100945982907690396182.
00047058976801535ece8&ll=36.102376,-128.144531&spn=17.719541,25.48828
1&z=4&source=embed) and can get a feel for the project’s purpose and findings.

Project Kaisei: Capturing the Plastic Vortex
http://www.projectkaisei.org/index.aspx
“Project Kaisei is a non-profit organization focused on increasing awareness of 
the scale of marine debris, its impact on our environment, and the solutions for 
both prevention and clean-up.”

Another map of the Scripps expedition appears here on the Project Kaisei Voyage 
Tracker page (http://kaisei.blipback.com/). The website also includes images, 

http://sio.ucsd.edu/Expeditions/Seaplex/
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&t=h&msa=0&msid=100945982907690396182.00047058976801535ece8&ll=36.102376,-128.144531&spn=17.719541,25.488281&z=4&source=embed
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&t=h&msa=0&msid=100945982907690396182.00047058976801535ece8&ll=36.102376,-128.144531&spn=17.719541,25.488281&z=4&source=embed
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&t=h&msa=0&msid=100945982907690396182.00047058976801535ece8&ll=36.102376,-128.144531&spn=17.719541,25.488281&z=4&source=embed
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&t=h&msa=0&msid=100945982907690396182.00047058976801535ece8&ll=36.102376,-128.144531&spn=17.719541,25.488281&z=4&source=embed
http://www.projectkaisei.org/index.aspx
http://kaisei.blipback.com/
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video, data, and additional resources.

Algalita Marine Research Foundation
http://www.algalita.org/index.php
This is another foundation working to study and resolve the garbage plight. 
This organization also takes individuals on cruises to the Garbage Patch (a great 
vacation idea!). They are also studying the Japanese Tsunami Debris Field in the 
Pacific. 

Trash Vortex (Greenpeace)
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/campaigns/oceans/pollution/trash-
vortex/

In addition to all of the usual resources, see an animated map showing how the 
ocean currents, (and the trash) swirl around the Pacific.

Plastic Ocean
http://www.plasticfreeocean.org/
Another effort to support efforts to clean the oceans.

Assessing and Monitoring Floatable Debris (US EPA Marine Debris)
http://www.epa.gov/owow/oceans/debris/floatingdebris/
Data, maps, images, and educational resources.  The data is one of several from 
official monitoring sites and will be useful to anyone conducting research, as well 
as for GIS applications.

For monitoring data for marine debris worldwide, go to the EPA’s Marine Debris 
home page: 
http://www.epa.gov/owow/oceans/debris/index.html.

http://www.algalita.org/index.php
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/campaigns/oceans/pollution/trash-vortex/
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/campaigns/oceans/pollution/trash-vortex/
http://www.plasticfreeocean.org/
http://www.epa.gov/owow/oceans/debris/floatingdebris/
http://www.epa.gov/owow/oceans/debris/index.html
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Think Beyond Plastics
http://www.thinkbeyondplastics.org/
Don’t just study the effects—this page teaches preventative concepts, especially 
trying to come up with a healthy substitute for plastics. Included are notices, 
articles, videos, and other data. Maintains a good set of resources links.

5 Gyres
http://5gyres.org/
This organization provides a good overall description of the situation and is a 
good place to learn.

…But Don’t Panic Yet!
This article offers a bit of hope to the world.

Plastic Breaks Down in Ocean, After All: and Fast

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/08/090820-plastic-decomposes-
oceans-seas.html
Carolyn Barry wrote an article for National Geographic News (Aug. 20, 2009) 
that didn’t get as much press as the counterpoint articles, so it is worth reading her 
work, which opens with:
“Though ocean-borne plastic trash has a reputation as an indestructible, immortal 
environmental villain, scientists announced yesterday that some plastics actually 
decompose rapidly in the ocean. And, the researchers say, that’s not a good thing. 
The team’s new study is the first to show that degrading plastics are leaching 
potentially toxic chemicals such as bisphenol A into the seas, possibly threatening 
ocean animals, and us.”

Conclusion
Best wishes for the completion of the school year and for the coming new year. 
May 2012 last a bit longer so we can find more time to appreciate the carto-
universe and geographical pleasures (with maybe a journey using both somewhere 
along the way)–DJB

http://www.thinkbeyondplastics.org/
http://5gyres.org/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/08/090820-plastic-decomposes-oceans-seas.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/08/090820-plastic-decomposes-oceans-seas.html
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