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FROM THE CHAIR

My thanks to all MAGERT members who attended the ALA Midwinter Confer-
ence, especially those new to the organization. Many of our meetings and events
were well-attended, and holding the conference there afforded opportunities to
make arrangements for the Annual Conference in 1999.

I look forward to seeing many MAGERT members inWashington this corning
summer. Please see the information on the GODORTIMAGERT Hotel in this
issue. Please register soon, as GODORT anticipates many members attending the
annual conference.

- Karl Longstreth

FROM THE EDITOR

Be sure to check your library's catalog for the great MAGERT publications on p.
26-youjust may be surprised that you don't have them all. Several, such as the
Index to the Library of Congress "G" Schedule, warrant owning multiple copies.
Also, the final fiscal year 1996balance sheet (ending August 1996) from the
MAGERT Treasurer never got published in base line, so for the record we include
it in this issue on p. 24 immediately preceding the balance sheet for the most
recent fiscal year (ending August 1997).

... Correction
In the previous issue of base line (p.2S), the roster listed an incorrect E-mail

address for Hedy Rossmeissl, MAGERT's USGS liaison. Her correct E-mail
address is hjrossmeissl@usgs.gov. We apologize for any inconvenience. Also,
the position of Computer Information Editor for base line is currently vacant.
Please send other corrections and changes for the roster to Susan Moore, the

MAGERT Secretary, at the address listed in the front matter of base line. The
current roster can be found at http://www.uni.edu/moore/magrost.html.

- Mark Thomas
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GODORTIMAGERT Hotel

The GODORTIMAGERT hotel for the 1998 ALA Annual Conference inWash-
ington is the St. James Suites, 950 24th St., NW. The St. James is near the Foggy
Bottom metro station (Orange and Red lines) and other ALA hotels on the shuttle
bus routes. Reservations include a continental breakfast and use of the fitness
center.

Single and double room rates are $125 a night. An additional charge of $20 per
night will be added for each additional person. These rates are subject to local
taxes. Parking is $10 a day. Reservations will be accepted until Wednesday, May
20, 1998. For those of you who would like to plan a vacation around the confer-
ence, a block of rooms has been reserved at the same rate for June 21-24 and July
3-4.

For reservations, call 800-852-8512 or 202-457-0500 and ask for the GODORT
rate.

- Karl Longstreth
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Executive Board I
Saturday, January 10, 1998

The meeting was cal1ed to order by Karl Longstreth at 8: 13 a.m.

The minutes from the last meeting were approved as published in base line.

Karl issued a cal1 for candidates for the offices of MAGERT given by the chair of
the Nominating Committee, Melissa Lamont. Specific mention was made of a
need for candidates for Chair of MAGERT. Information on candidates are due to
ALA Offices by the end of January.

Karl gave the Round Table Coordinating Committee report. On the ballot coming
out this spring will be a proposal to obtain Councillor representation for the
Round Tables. The proposal is that the seven largest Round Tables will each have
their own Councillor. The remaining eleven will share a Councillor between
them. MAGERT is one of the eleven. There are some concerns as to how one
person would represent eleven different groups.

Also out of the Coordinating Committee is a plan to provide training and instruc-
tion of newly elected Round Table officers. Officers elected in the spring would
attend the session, which is currently being planned for the Tuesday afternoon.
This should help make the transition of office easier.

Several chairs of the Round Tables had expressed an interest in having a column
in American Libraries in order to increase publicity for the Round Tables. The
editor ofAL indicated that he has never received any news items from the Round
Tables, so if anyone as suitable news items, get them to Karl or Melissa.

Deborah Wassertzug raised a question about the structure of committees which
arose as she reviewed the manual. After brief discussion, the Board determined
that if adjustments need to be made, the committee chairs should bring recom-
mendations for changes forward.

A summary of the planning for ALA annual in Washington was given by Karl.
There are three programs planned for the annual meeting, the usual slate of com-
mittee meetings are being scheduled, and some tours are also being planned. One
tour being thought of is a tour of the National Archives and perhaps some people
might reprise a few of the presentations of the centennial celebration of the Geog-
raphy and Map Division of the Library of Congress.

Karl reminded those in attendance that there would be a walking tour of the
architecture of New Orleans Saturday morning, led by Linda Thomas. Tuesday
afternoon about 12:30, there will be a visit of the New Orleans Notarial Archives.
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The Archives has an extensive collection on the history of the architecture and
history of New Orleans.

Danielle Alderson, ALA Staff Liaison, was at Table 13 to assist with whatever
MAGERT business needs to be conducted during the conference.

Announcements

The Library of Congress will be having a summer project. Letters will be going
out probably the third week of January. The work of the project will focus on the
collections of maps that LC has obtained.

A call for corrections to the web page roster was made.

The centennial celebration for the Library of Congress Geography and Map
Division was held for 2 days and an evening in November. There was a reception
in the restored Great Hall with an opportunity to view the American Treasures
exhibit. On Friday, representatives from map societies all over the country spoke
on a variety of topics, four cartographers spoke on various mapping issues and
projects, and former chiefs of the division and others spoke on the history of the
division. Saturday was a field trip of a tour of L'Efants' city of Washington, D.C.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Moore
MAGERT Secretary

EXECUTIVE BOARD II
Tuesday, January 13, 1998

The meeting was called to order at 8:33 a.m. by Karl Longstreth, Chair.

Announcements

The MAGERT/GODORT hotel for Annual was announced.

Reports of Officers

Treasurer - Steve Rogers
Revenues from dues remained steady during fiscal 1997, while revenues from
Occasional Papers and Circulars more than doubled over revenues received
during fiscal 1996. This was probably due to publication of the Index to the
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Library of Congress "G" Schedule during the year.

Revenues from base line were about equal to those of the previous year, and
Meridian revenues (from subscriptions and advertising) were higher than in fiscal
year 1996.

Expenses for Meridian were lower than expected due to the fact that one issue
appeared during the fiscal year. Expenses for base line were just about as pro-
jected. The overall MAGERT account balance, which carries over to the new
fiscal year, was $19,042.

[A summarized MAGERT balance sheet for the year ending August 31,1997, as
well as the previously unpublished balance sheet for the year ending August 31,
1996, may be found later in this issue of base line. - ed.]

Reports from Committees

Cataloging and Classification Committee - Barbara Story
The meeting was attended by 22 people.

MARE I report
Susan Moore reported on three items from the MARE I agenda of interest

to the cartographic community. These were 1) Discussion Paper no. 106,2)
Proposal 98-6, and 3) Discussion Paper no. 104. Susan also noted that another
joint MARBIICC:DA meeting is being planned for ALA Annual.

OCLC report
Barbara Story presented Ellen Caplan's report. Ellen noted that OCLC

converted 17,344 LC records and 28,515 member records for atlases from the
books format to the maps format. OCLC is working on interim MARC coding
guidelines for records for electronic resources. The guidelines will be available
on the OCLC web site.

AACCCM report
Elizabeth Mangan reported for Mary Larsgaard. A listserv for committee

members was created. Mary is working on establishing a web site to post the
entire document. Initially the web site will be limited to committee members.
The new edition will include rules for digital material. Some new rules for
AACR2 will also be requested. ALA will publish the new edition of AACCCM.

Library of Congress report
Barbara Story reported that LC will have a Summer Project in 1998. If

anyone is interested in receiving information about the project, contact Elizabeth
Mangan at eman@loc.gov. Please include a mailing address with requests.
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The National Digital Library staff are providing cataloging for material
that is being digitized. If a bibliographic record for the material already exists, the
one record technique is being used (i.e., pertinent information is added to existing
records). When a record must be created, "adequate level" cataloging is being
used (i.e., information is taken from map folders).

The Geography and Map Division recently completed discussions with the
LC Cataloging Policy and Support Office. This resulted in the issuance of
"Guidelines for Distinguishing Cartographic Materials on Computer File Carriers
from Other Materials on Computer File Carriers." The guidelines are available on
the Web.

The Geography and Map Division is beginning to catalog digital carto-
graphic material. All digital material will be classed based on the maps portion of
the G schedule. Policy decisions regarding the cataloging of this material will be
placed on the LC G&M home page.

There was a discussion about a written memorial that is being prepared for Nancy
Vick Edstrom. The memorial will appear in base line.

The committee discussed a MAGERT program which will be held at ALA Annual
titled "Issues in Map Cataloging: Form/Genre and Digital Materials".

Education Committee - Deborah Wassertzug

Attending the meeting were Deborah Wassertzug (chair), Peter Linberger, Joseph
Winkler, a new member, Patrick McGlamery (our IFLA liaison/representative on
the committee), and David Allen, as an observer.

The meeting began with a discussion of the purpose of the committee. The
Education Committee has spent the past two years collaborating on an article
which has just been completed. "Incorporating Map Librarianship into the Li-
brary Science Curriculum: A Rationale and Guide" will be sent to the Journal of
Education for Library and Information Science, by Chris Kollen, former chair of
the Education Committee.

The Committee will now focus on the other part of its purpose, which is to as-
semble and disseminate useful information on map librarianship with the goal of
continuing education. The Education Committee web page currently links to a
collection of tutorials or guides relating to GIS and computerized mapping. This
information will be joined by many other resources, including the following: a
guide to map librarianship for those who suddenly find themselves in charge of a
map collection; information on spatial metadata and MARC; a listing of LIS
programs that offer map librarianship courses or joint degree programs, possibly
including sample syllabi (P. Linberger); information on scanning technology of
relevance and interest to map librarians); opportunities for internships in map
librarianship; and possibly a listing of vendors of map and geographic information
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products. Our existing list of links to instructional materials will expand its focus
to all map- or geography-related materials. Suggestions for resources to include
on the Education Committee web page may be forwarded to the chair, Deborah
Wassertzug (dywasser@umich.edu). The current page is housed at http://
www.lib.umich.edullibhome/map.lib/magert but this will likely change due to a
move to Columbia. MAGERT members will be notified of the new URL once it
is in place.

Pursuant to the issue raised at Exec Board I, the membership of the Education
Committee was discussed. Currently, we have a chair, two members, and a
representative from IFLA. The other two organizations who should be repre-
sented on our committee (ALA Standing Committee on Education, American
Association of Library Schools) will be approached to see if they would like to
have a member representing them on the MAGERT Education Committee.

Patrick McGlamery told the committee about the IFLA project in which he was
involved, and which resulted in a day-long workshop on GIS at the last IFLA
meeting in Copenhagen. Participants were given free copies of ArcView and
shown how to work with data from the Digital Chart of the World. In preparation
for this workshop, a web-based workbook on GIS was developed, and may be
seen at http://magic.lib.uconn.edu/http/iflalworkbook.htm

Due to a scheduling conflict, no representative attended the ALA Education
Assembly meeting.

GeoTech Committee and GIS Discussion Group - Patrick McGlamery

There were 25 attendees for the GIS Discussion Group and 18 attendees for the
GeoTech Committee meeting which met Monday morning.

In the GeoTech Committee, the program for the annual meeting was discussed,
which will focus on FGDC grant and other funding opportunities for libraries to
establish nodes and enable libraries to fund entry into this new form. Speakers
have been selected and contacted about presenting on the Sunday from 2-5.

The rest of the meeting focused on program ideas for Annual at New Orleans.
The plans are to do a session on partnerships in working with GIS. There will be
speakers on partnering with businesses, with governmental agencies, and with
academic departments, as well as a speaker on "birthing" a new partnership.

Membership Committee - Joseph Winkler

As of December I, 1997, the total membership of MAGERT was 364, down two
(2) from the same time last year. Personal membership at 293 and institutional
membership at 71 were each down one (I) member.
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Since the last report in June 1997, there have been fourteen (14) new members, all
personal.

In August 1997, the Chair was sent an analysis of ALA Divisional and Round
Table membership. Of the eighteen Round Tables, MAGERT is ninth in mem-
bership. The memberships totals range from Intellectual Freedom (1762) and
Social Responsibilities (1509) to Staff Organizations (180) and Staff Support
Interests (183). MAGERT's membership is close to Federal Librarians (350) and
Library History (366).

MAGERT had lost only 0.278% of its members from the year before, the best
showing of all the Round Tables. The average loss was 4.317%, and five Round
Tables had lost over 8%.

MAGERT's exhibit booth is now being stored by ALA in Chicago, and it should
be a much simpler process to get it to the convention center from now on.

Honors Committee - Melissa Lamont

There will be a MAGERT award given at the annual meeting.

Nominations Committee - Melissa Lamont

Nominees are still needed for Chair of MAGERT. Candidate biographies are due
to ALA Offices by the end of January.

Program Committee (1999) - David Allen

There are two programs on the board so far for New Orleans: the GeoTech pro-
gram as explained in their report and one entitled "Exploit and Explore Maps in
Public Library Reference Service: Think Globally and Act Locally" (this may
change) aiming at non-map specialists in public libraries. The committee would
also like to have a program on the local area, perhaps on the Mississippi River and
the Louisiana coast and how mapping and GIS are used in flood planning.

There is a possibility of an evening program with the Historic New Orleans group
hosting a reception and speaker who would talk about New Orleans mapping.
Another idea is a program on maps on the Internet, particularly interactive maps.
There may be a full day tour onWednesday.

Program Committee (1998) - Karl Longstreth

There is a possibility of the National Geographic Society to host something. The
programs seem fairly set with perhaps some time changes needed. Deadline for
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the initial plans is early February with deadlines for the finalized plans due in
March. Reminders will be sent out closer to the actual dates. The Geography and
Map Division will be open during the All-Conference reception Saturday night.

Publications Committee - Donna Koepp

The problem of payment for mailing out base line has been solved. This should
stop the late distribution of the publication. The possibility of adding photographs
to base line is being explored. There was some discussion of putting base line up
on the web. It was decided to put up the table of contents and selected articles on
the web site after the paper copies have been distributed.

Proposals for improving the web page included ways of attracting new members,
helpful frequently asked questions, links to GIS and electronic mapping, and the
open-file reports. Given the costs associated with changing the domain name, it
was decided not to proceed with making this change. There will be a section in
base line on what is new on the web page.

Issue 13of Meridian willbe out soon. Meridians through 15 are all planned, 16
will be put together shortly. After issue 16, Meridian will be looking for a new
editor. The membership form requested by the Membership Committee will run
in issue 14.

Some ads for Circular NO.2 (the G schedule index) were placed in some techni-
cal services journals. There was no clear indication so far what impact that had
on sales.

David Cobb has withdrawn from editing Guide to U.S.Map Collections. Donna
will follow up with ALA Editions to determine the next steps.

Reports from Liaisons and Representatives

ALA Round Table Coordinating Committee - Melissa Lamont

The Committee met Friday morning with 30 attendees.

The resolution to give the Round Tables some Councillor representation passed
ALA Council. Each of the seven largest Round Tables will have their own
Councillor. The eleven remaining Round Tables will share an at-large Councillor.
This will be on the spring ballot for approval by the ALA membership. Assuming
this by-law change is approved, there will be a meeting on Tuesday afternoon to
determine how to elect the at-large Councillor. MAGERT will send a representa-
tive to this meeting. It is hoped that measures will be taken to avoid the largest
remaining Round Tables from always electing the Councillor.
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The Coordinating Committee also wants to have a meeting for newly elected
chairs at the annual meeting on how to be a good chair. This will be tried on an
informal basis at annual in Washington and if successful, it will continue. Past-
chairs will be the coordinators of this meeting. Current plans are to hold the
session on Tuesday afternoon.

Government Documents Round Table (GODaRT) - John Stevenson

GODaRT members focused their energies on a number of topics in the course of
the ALA Midwinter meeting.

Action was taken on two Legislative Committee issues which were adopted by
ALA's Legislative Committee on Monday, January 12, 1998.

The first resolution related to the continuation of the Area Handbook series which
concluded with "be it resolved, that the American Library Association affirm the
intellectual value of the Area Handbook series and urge the Joint Committee on
the Library, the Librarian of Congress, the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of
the Army, and the Secretary of State to secure funding for its research, publica-
tion, and dissemination."

The second resolution on Congressional Research Service publications concluded
with "be it resolved, that the American Library Association urge that the Joint
Committee on the Library, the Senate Rules and Administration Committee, and
the House Oversight Committee take immediate action to assure that the non-
confidential Congressional Research Service reports and information products are
distributed to Federal Depository Libraries and are made available in a timely
manner to the general public on the Internet."

GODaRT's International Documents Task Force is organizing a preconference
for ALA Annual entitled "International Organization Information for the 21st
Century" which will be held at the offices of the Delegation of the European
Union. The panelists include editors and publishers ofInternational Monetary
Fund andWorld Bank publications. The registration fee will be $50 and includes
lunch. A wine and cheese reception is planned to follow the preconference.

The GODaRT Rare and Endangered Government Documents Committee is
planning a program "Preserving Our Nation's Heritage: How Do We Protect Our
Government Publications" for the ALA Annual Conference in Washington, DC,
which may be of great interest to MAGERT members.

The most contentious issue in GODaRT is the proposal for GODaRT to join the
Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies (ASCLA) along
with the Independent Librarians Exchange Round Table (ILERT). In joining
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ASCLA, GODaRT would cease to exist as a Round Table but members could
become part of a new ASCLA section. MAGERT did not formally respond to
ASCLA's invitation, but GODaRT, which had been considering reorganization
on its own, has been considering the potential benefits and drawbacks.

After many hearings and debates, it was decided at the GODaRT business meet-
ing on Monday, January 12, to mail a referendum to members between July 15
and July 30, 1998. The referendum will consist of the question "Should the
Government Documents Round Table merge with the Association of Specialized
and Cooperative Library Agencies and the Independent Librarians Exchange
Round Table?" A packet of materials outlining the advantages and disadvantages
of the proposed merger, including references to Documents to the People articles
and web sites will be included. Lively discourse on GOVDOC-L may be ex-
pected. The GODaRT Liaison will attempt to keep MAGERT members in-
formed as to the progress on this issue facing GODORT members.

MAGERT/GODORTILITA Joint Task Force - Patrick McGlamery

This was the first meeting of the Task Force. The Task Force determined spheres
of interest for each of the organizations and agreed that the chief role was to scan
the environment of the various constituencies and report back to the organizations
represented what the focused interests are at the ALA meetings. The Task Force
will also share what programs are being planned so that coordination and coopera-
tion can occur.

ALCTS/MAGERT Discussion Group on Map Cataloging - Barbara Story for
Kay Johnson

Twenty-eight people attended the session. The topic was cataloging digital
cartographic materials. Examples of records for these materials were brought and
shared. The discussion will continue at the annual meeting.

Congress of Cartographic Information Specialists Associations (CCISA) -
Karl Longstreth

The International Cartographic Association and some Canadian groups will be
meeting in Ottawa in 1999. There has been a suggestion for a brief meeting at the
summer ALA to discuss the upcoming meeting in Ottawa to see if CCISA could
meet during the Ottawa session.

Cartographic Users Advisory Council (CUAC) and Federal Spatial Informa-
tion Discussion Group - Mark Thomas

The Federal Spatial Information Discussion Group was well attended, with 26
people present. Besides librarians, there were two USGS employees as well as
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CUAC liaisons with Census, NOAA, and GPO/JCP in attendance.

The Census Geography Division has much information on their web site and some
notices in the Federal Register. Major changes for the 2000 Census include no
minimum population requirement for Census Defined Places (CDP's) and the
merging of the Block Numbering Area (BNA) program into the Census Tract
program. In NOAA news, Aeronautical Charting is moving from NOS to the
FAA (Department of Transportation).

Hedy Rossmeissl of the USGS reported on a new cooperati ve agreement with
MicroSoft related to serving DOQ data on the Internet. She also reported that
there will be more topographic map revisions in the next two years than in recent
years.

Those in attendance presented concerns and questions to be raised with agency
representatives later this spring at the CUAC meeting, many comments revolving
around getting more information available over the Internet but emphasizing that
paper is still an important format in many contexts. Nolan Pope at the University
of Wisconsin, Madison, initiated a discussion on the lack of standardization
among the different parties producing or cataloging spatial information.

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division - Elizabeth Mangan

The Division celebrated its centennial in November with a 2 day event. One of
the highlights was a session with two former chiefs and the current chief of the
division providing historical insights.

The Division hired two new catalogers in July and three that started on January
20th. One of the new catalogers is a native speaker of Vietnamese and another is
a native speaker of Chinese and they both bring skills in additional languages that
the Division has not had. Catalogers will be moving toward being cartographic
materials catalogers and moving away from specializing in map cataloging or
atlas cataloging. The Division is now fully staffed except for the administrative
offices.

There have been some delays with the National Digital Library Project due to
equipment problems. Of the 48 contiguous states, the only state lacking a pan-
orarnic map is Mississippi. LC is interested in obtaining a copy or borrowing a
panoramic of a location in the state for the NDL. Plans for this year include the
railroad bibliography, the Civil War bibliography, and the ward maps. They will
also be mounting treasures that have been scanned for other projects, organized by
thematic concepts. A grant was received from the Rockefeller Foundation to
digitize information on the national parks, based on what was done for
Yellowstone.
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GIS is beginning to be serviced in the Reading Room.

The Division has an agreement with EDR Sanborn where Sanborn will begin
scanning the Sanborn maps from the Library of Congress and the company. The
images will be put up on EDR's web page and LC will have links to them. The
main free access will be through the bibliography that Gary Fitzpatrick did, which
will provide access by city and date. Sanborn will develop software to allow
searching by street address and building name for a fee.

There are three contracts currently awarded in the Division: one concerning the
Tharpe collection on mapping the ocean floors and two concerning the title
collection (pre-1968 holdings). Records created for the title collection will not be
distributed through CDS, since they being created from information on the folders
containing the maps.

ALCTS-CCS Committee on Cataloging: Description and Access (CC:DA) -
Elizabeth Mangan

Mary Larsgaard is now a voting member of CC:DA. As usual, the committee met
Saturday afternoon and Monday morning. The Saturday meeting was primarily
devoted to actions and discussions of items which had come back from the Joint
Steering Committee last October. One of the items was a definition for mono-
graphic series to be included in the glossary. The committee modified the pro-
posed definition to everyone's satisfaction, but in order to allow for review by the
various constituencies the committee decided to vote electronically in March. The
definition will be posted to Maps-L for comment. There was also a report on the
International Conference on Cataloging held last October in Toronto. Of the nine
issues which will require action, JSC requested that CC:DA prepare proposed
changes for seriality and the rule 0.24 in order to provide the capability to catalog
content over carrier. A task force will be formed to prepare a proposed change for
0.24. CC:DA is also creating a task force to harmonize ISBDlElectronic Re-
sources and AACR. Mary is a member and will work on improving Chapter 9 in
relation to spatial data. Submission of revisions for this task force is slated for
annual of 1999.

International Federaltion of Library Associations and Institutions (lFLA) _
Patrick McGlamery

IFLA met in Copenhagen in September 1997. The first of four planned one-day
workshops on GIS was given which was coordinated with a Danish ESRI reseller
who donated 14 copies of ArcView to various national libraries. An extensive
workbook has been put together based on the syllabus for the workshop. The
workshop and workbook focus on working with digital information in the global
public domain. The workbook is on the web at http://magic.lib.uconn.edu/http/
ifla/workbook.htm. It will probably move to the IFLA server either late spring or
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early summer. The workbook is currently being translated into French and Span-
ish, with German and Russian translations to appear next year.

A call for co-teachers for Amsterdam was issued. If interested, contact Pat
McGlamery at libmapl@uconnvm.uconn.edu. With all the workshops being
done, there seem to be some interest in mirror the digital map of the world cur-
rently located at Penn State at a site in Sweden.

Library and Information Techology Association (LIT A) - Patrick
McGlamery

Concern was expressed that there are other LITA Interest Groups that MAGERT
could interface with, especially the Metadata Interest Group. The GIS Interest
Group was well attended and a good discussion ensued.

Northeast Map Organization (NEMO) - Patrick McGlamery

Will meet in Dartmouth, Massachusetts in June. The program was not out at the
time of this meeting.

Anglo-American Cataloguing Committee for Cartographic Materials
(AACCCM) - Mary Larsgaard

Dorothy McGarry has gone through the entire file of changes and separated it into
two types: typos and AACR2 changes; and content changes. This will allow
members to concentrate on the content changes. The diskettes of these changes
will be at UCSB by the middle of January.

An e-mail list for the United States member of the AACCCM revision committee
has been established and the Mac files of the original edition has been translated
to DOS, which will then be converted to HTML and placed on the home page for
the committee. A very rough draft of the remaining rules to be written for cata-
loging spatial data in digital form exists. Elizabeth Mangan wrote the first half of
the rules in late 1995. There is a target date of February 4th to have a version
ready for review by the members of the Ad Hoc Task Force on Digital Materials
that met at UCSB in late 1995. There is a target date of fall 1998 for a "final"
meeting of the committee.

Alexandria Digital Library - Mary Larsgaard

The project search system will be opened to the Library of Congress Geography
and Map Division, the St. Louis Public Library, and the USGS Library to try out
the system. The interface is a graphic interface where you draw a boundary box
coordinate on a map and the system searches that coordinate. This is a research
project. The system currently searches on 800,000 items from the GeoDex index
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and the NASNAmes air photo index. There is a plan to open the system to those
who want to try it out by the June ALA. The grant ends on September 30,1998
and the grantor expects a working system at that time.

Alexandria will be combining with two other awardees for the next digitallibrar-
ies grant. NSF gave some workshops on applying for the NSF Digital Libraries
Grants and there may be some information on the NSF web page.

Machine-Readable Bibliographic Information Committee (MARBI) - Susan
Moore

The first item of interest to the cartographic community was Discussion Paper
106, which explored the feasibility of creating a new date code in field 008 to
allow for the coding of incorrect dates. After some discussion focusing on how
multi-date records with incorrect dates could be handled, a proposal will be
brought forward at Annual. MAREI passed Proposal 98-6, taking the option that
a new character position will be added to field 008 for maps. The new position is
will be position 29 and will be called "Form of item." Codes for Braille and large
print will be moved from their current location to the new position and changed.
This position will also have codes for the various microforms and regular print
reproductions. (There is some question as to when this change will be imple-
mented, since LC has a moratorium on changes while awaiting the ILS.)

Discussion Paper 104 explored adding a new type of 007 field for tactile materi-
als. After considerable discussion, some support for separate 007 fields for
instances where multiple tactile methods have been used was expressed. That
would mean that for a map with two different grades of Braille, there would be
three 007 fields: one for the map, one for one grade of Braille, and one for the
other grade. Discussion Paper 107 resulted in a wide-ranging debate on the
purposes and effects of adding 856 fields to authority records. The discussion of
adding URLs to authority records will continue on the USMARC listserv.

North American Cartographic Information Society (NACIS) - Dan Seldin

NACIS was held on October 1-4,1997 in Lexington, Kentucky. Due to a family
emergency, the liaison was unable to attend. The 1998 annual meeting will be
held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on October 7-10. The web site for the organization
is at www.nacis.org.

Special Libraries Association (SLA) - Dan Seldin

The annual meeting will be held in Indianapolis.

GODORTIMAGERT/RBMS Joint Committee on Rare and Endangered
Docnments - David Allen
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MAGERT is allowed two representatives on this committee and one position is
currently vacant.

The Committee is sponsoring a program at Annual on identifying rare documents.
The program will cover international, national, and state documents. Several
years ago, the Committee put out a packet of information on how to preserve
materials. They are now planning a revision and update and will perhaps put the
revision on the web. Plans are in the works for a program on the digitization of
documents including maps, probably for the annual meeting in 2000. Work
continues on the Serial Set.

Action Items

Karl heard just before the meeting that the Head of the Census had resigned.

There was a reminder that the tour of the Notarial Archives was that afternoon.

The meeting adjourned at 10:56 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Moore
MAGERT Secretary

Attendees

David Allen
Donna Koepp
Melissa Lamont
Mary Larsgaard
Karl Longstreth
Elizabeth Mangan
Division
Patrick McGlamery
Susan Moore
Barbara Rapaport
Steve Rogers
Dan Seldin
John Stevenson
Barbara Story
Division
Deborah Wassertzug
Joseph Winkler

SUNY Stony Brook
University of Kansas
Penn State University
UCSB
University of Michigan
Library of Congress, Geography and Map

University of Connecticut
University of Northern Iowa
UCLNCalTech
Ohio State University

Indiana University
University of Delaware
Library of Congress, Geography and Map

University of Michigan
St. Louis Public Library
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NEW MAPS

Wine Maps
While I've never been a connoisseur of the grape, and my tastes sadly run to the
vin ordinaire, I still enjoy looking at wine maps and atlases. The 1990s have been
vintage years for such maps, and OMNI Resources is featuring a series of wine
maps of France published by Editions Benoit in Paris. Most of the 20-plus maps,
which cover all the wine regions of France at various scales, are available folded,
flat, or laminated, and priced from $12.95 to $39.95. A few are in English, all
have textual information on the varieties and vineyards. There's also a map of the
Cheeses of France ("Fromages de France"), so you'll know what to nibble as you
sip. Even if the maps don't get much practical use, they're still great to hang on
the wall.

Guides to Canals of France
Since we're fantasizing about trips to France, let's take it a step further. I've often
imagined a wonderful way to see the country would be by leisurely boat rides
down its many canals. Fortunately, OMNI also carries a series of ten map/guide-
books of canals in France. The softbound atlases feature pages with detailed maps
of a section of the canal and facing pages of description of the section. The
atlases are trilingual (English, French, and German) and cost either $21.95 or
$24.95. More information about the wine maps and canal guidebooks is available
at OMNI's Web site (http://www.omnimap.com).

Satellite Images
Map Appeal, Inc., a company specializing in satellite images, offers a number of
beautiful poster-size images of various parts of the earth. Most spectacular is its
The Living Earth, a composite "whole-earth, I kilometer-resolution satellite
image with shaded relief and ocean bathymetry" in natural color. Hundreds of
images were "mosaiked" together into one image devoid of cloud and atmo-
spheric haze. If you have a large, unsightly wall to hide, it's available in mural
size (36" x 58"), paper ($45) or laminated ($70).

The images of other parts of the world are equally impressive. Some areas, e.g. of
the U.K., are available at greater resolutions. Normal sized images (24" x 36")
cost $18 for paper, $25 laminated. Available from Map Appeal, Inc., 376 Moun-
tain Brow Rd., Burlington, ON, Canada, L7R 3X5 (1402 Pine Ave., Suite 827,
Niagra Falls, NY 14301). The images can be viewed at their Web site (http://
www.mapappeal.conn/).

Great Britain CD
The venerable Scottish cartographic firm Bartholomew, now part of
HarperCollins Publishers Ltd., is moving rapidly into electronic publishing. For a
limited time (hopefully still by the time this issue of base line reaches its readers)
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they are offering a 30% discount on their GB Maps on CD-ROM (Version 1.0).
GB Maps includes complete raster image coverage of Great Britain, along with
some editable vector data layers, such as classified roads and administrative
boundaries. The single CD can be used with major desktop GIS software like
ArcView and MapInfo. Pricing, ordering, and technical information, along with
descriptions of their other database products can be found at their Web site (http://
www.bartholomewmaps.com).

Upside-Down Maps
A type of map that never ceases to disconcert and entertain patrons are the "upside
down" maps that flip-flop the traditional north-south orientation. Ashley Sims
and the Upside Down Map Company of Derby, England have produced the
Upside Down Map of California, with one side showing a traditional road map
and the other side reversed "to help drivers travelling from north to south." (It
would be easy for an easterner to make a "California" joke here, but I can recall
seeing an Esso road map from the early 1960s showing the east coast upside-
down to aid drivers heading from New York to Florida). Similar maps for other
states are also in the works. The I:2M scale California map is available from
Map Link for $4.95.

Several world maps with the southern hemisphere on top are also available.
Interarts offers a NOVA Upside-Down World Map, 29" x 40", with illustrations of
national flags, at $14.95. Universal Press and HemaMaps, both out of Australia
(and perhaps tired of being perceived as on the bottom of the earth by those north
of the equator), have issued similar maps: Map of the WorLd Down Under from
Universal Press, 23" x 35", $11.95 rolled, and the Upside Down World Map from
Hema, folded, at $6.95. All are available from Map Link.

Mercator's Atlas of Europe
The Mercator atlas of Europe, circa 1570, recently acquired by the British Library,
has an interesting history. Lost for many years, it resurfaced in the 1960s and
spent most of the last two decades in the possession of the British Rail Pension
Fund. It went to the BL in May of 1997 for a price of over $1,000,000. A beauti-
ful facsimile edition of the atlas has just been published by Walking Tree Press.
The 17 map prints are accompanied by a large-format, well-illustrated book with 5
scholarly essays. Not cheap at $245, but then you're probably never going to see
the original. (ISBN 0-9659735-7-3. Walking Tree Press, 85232 Winding Way,
Suite 20 I, Pleasant Hill, OR 97455).

GPS Road Maps
GPS (Global Positioning System) products are becoming more common. Avail-
able now on some new automobiles, GPS receivers should be standard equipment
in the near future. DeLorme's Tripmate GPS product linked to its Street Atlas
USA software on a portable PC allows users to download travel directions and
track their progress on the GPS recei vel'.
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One difficulty in using GPS with traditional road maps is the lack of latitude and
longitude markings. Alexis Publishing has come up with a series of standard road
maps overprinted with a universal GPS grid, so they can be used with a hand-held
GPS unit. The maps come in sets of four or five maps, each set covering one of
six regions of the U.S. Priced at $24 or $30 per set, and available from OMNI
Resources.

British Library Map Catalogue
The long-delayed British Library Map Catlogue on CD-ROM has finally been
released by Primary Source Media [the former Scholarly Resources - ed.],
(perhaps prematurely, according to the BL Map Library, which calls it the "provi-
sional form" of the CD with a "number of errors and misleading features"). The
CD-ROM includes entries from the 15 volume printed British Museum Catalogue
of Printed Maps, Charts, and Plans ... (1967); the Ten Year Supplement, 1965-74
(1978); the automated Cartographic Materials File from 1975-1997; and the old
Catalogue of Manuscript Maps... in the British Museum (1844-61). Unfortu-
nately, the catalogue entries have been "converted, not re-catalogued,' so only
entries since the 1980s follow AACR2 rules. Although searching is possible by
area (e.g. country or county), title word, cartographic subject, physical form (e.g.
globes, views), and names of cartographers, engravers, publishers, etc., it's ques-
tionable whether this is enough to offset the limited catalogi ng information and
the cost (over $ 1300 for pre-publication orders; $2295 list) for those collections
which hold the printed catalogues. Undecided types might want to wait until the
"final version" is released, probably in April 1998. (Primary Source Media, 12
Lunar Dr., Woodbridge, CT 06526; 1-800-444-0799).

- Fred Musto

CD·ROM Atlases
If you're thinking about purchasing one of the several new CD-ROM atlases on
the market, the January 1998 issue of Computers in Libraries includes a review of
three of these. "The World at Your Fingertips: CD-ROM Atlases in 1998" by
Peter Jacs6 (pp. 63-68) reviews Microsoft's Encarta Virtual Globe, Rand
McNally's New Millenium World Atlas, and Creative Wonders/ABC's 3D Atlas
'98.

Brought to our attention by Chip Woodward, map cataloger at GPO.
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DonnaKoepp (I) and Jenny Marie
Johnson (r) on the San Francisco

microbrewery field trip.

(Photos courtesy of Claire Englander.J

Chris Thiry enjoys the MAGERT
microbrewery tour at the last ALA Annual
Conference in San Francisco. MAGERT
usually organizesan informal field trip to a
site of local interest at the end of each
ALA Annual Conference.

Margaret Brill (I) and Melissa Lamont (r)
listen to the micro brewery tour guide
explain the production process. Besure to
check future issues of base line and the
MAGERT web site for information on
plans for future field trips.
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SELECTED MAGERT PUBLICATIONS

Guide to U.S. Map Resources, 2nd edition
1990, $65.00 (ISBN 0-8389-0547-1)
Available from: American Library Association, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL
606Il.

The West Indies and Florida to 1900: An Annotated Carto-Bibliography
1995, $25.00 (ISBN 0-8389-0547-1)
Available from: Jim Coombs, Maps Library, Southwest Missouri State University,
901 S. National, #175, Springfield, MO 65804-0095

Circulars

No. 1- Cartographic Citations: A Style Guide
1992, $10.00 (ISBN 0-8389-7581- X)

No.2 - Index to the Library of Congress "G" Schedule: A Map and Atlas
Classification Aid

1996, $25.00 (ISBN 0-8389-7821-5)

Available from: Jim Coombs, Maps Library, Southwest Missouri State University,
901 S. National, #175, Springfield, MO 65804-0095

Occasional Paper Series

No. 1- Exploration and Mapping of the American West, Selected Essays
1986, $20.00 (ISBN 0-932757-01-4)

No.2 - A Guide to Historical Map Resources for Greater New York
1988, $15.00 (ISBN 0-932757-02-2)

No.3 - Mapping the Transmississippi West, 1540-1861: An Index to the
Cartobibliography

1992, $35.00 (ISBN 0-932757-03)

No.4 - Exploration and Mapping of the National Parks
1993, $40.00 (ISBN 0-932757-04-9)

Available from: Jim Coombs, Maps Library, Southwest Missouri State University,
901 S. National, #175, Springfield, MO 65804-0095

Open File Report Series
Contact Jim Coombs (see address above) regarding publications in this series.
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