
Books That Make Great Gifts 
"A book is a gift you can open again and again" - Garrison Keillor 

Nancy Pearl Presents: 

Adult Fiction Titles  
On Canaan’s Side, Sebastian Barry   
The story of an Irish-American widow looking back over her life and her husband’s involvement in 
the Troubles. It’s just a fabulous novel. If you’re somebody who loves wonderful writing, than this 
is the book for you. 
 
In Zanesville, Jo Ann Beard  
One of my favorite novels this year, narrated by an unnamed fourteen-year-old girl growing up in a 
small town in the Midwest. I don’t think I’ll ever forget the main character. 
 
The Last Werewolf, Glen Duncan  
One of the scariest and best written books I’ve ever read. It’s one of those books you don’t want to 
start too late at night, mainly because you don’t want to put it down. A fabulous, boffo ending. 
 
Erasure, Percival Everett  
One of my favorite books of all time. It’s funny, snarky, and sarcastic.  I’m so happy to see it back in 
print. 
 
The Art of Fielding, Chad Harbach  
A lovely first novel. Baseball is part of the scaffolding, but the joy of this book—the pleasure of this 
book—is both the writing and the characters. 
 
Blind Sight, Meg Howrey  
One of those books whose strength is the dialogue. All the main characters are wonderfully  
developed, three dimensional, and the kinds of people who will stay in your mind. 
 
To Be Sung Underwater, Tom McNeal  
If you have somebody on your gift list who likes books that are about relationships between a man 
and a woman—that are really wonderfully written and evocative—than this is the book for you. 
 
The Call, Yannick Murphy  
In some ways this is the inverse of James Herriot books. This was a total unexpected pleasure. 
 
The Long Goodbye, Meghan O'Rourke  
The writing is so magnificent, which makes perfect sense because O’Rourke is a poet. It seems like 
she’s a good friend telling you the story of her mother and those very intimate details of family 
relationships. 
 
The Tragedy of Arthur, Arthur Phillips  
The perfect gift for anyone who loves clever writing or stories about fathers and sons, or is  
interested in Shakespeare. It’s humorous, very smart, and a total delight to read. 
 
Ghost Hero, S. J. Rozan  
S. J. Rozan writes a terrific series of mysteries, and I never think they get enough accolades from 
the general public. 



Adult Fiction Titles Continued 
There but for the: A Novel, Ali Smith  
I thought this was just a brilliant book. There’s a young girl in this book who is one of the best children in an adult novel that 
I’ve read in a long time. 
 
By George, Wesley Stace  
It’s the story of two different Georges and how their paths cross. One of the Georges is a human boy and the other is a 
wooden ventriloquist’s dummy. This is one of those hidden treasures. 
 
Vaclav & Lena, Haley Tanner  
These two meet when they’re five-years-old, and all Vaclav wants to do is be a magician when he grows up, but when Lena 
disappears from his life, none of his magic tricks will bring her back. The Russian émigré community in Brighton Beach is  
wonderfully presented here. 

 
Adult Nonfiction Titles 

A World on Fire: Britain’s Crucial Role in the American Civil War, Amanda Foreman  
A wonderful gift for anyone who loves Civil War history or biographies. The story of two societies—American and British—in 
the five years leading up to the Civil War and what forces made Britain decide to aid the South rather than the North. 
 
The Arrogant Years: One Girl’s Search for Her Lost Youth, from Cairo to Brooklyn, Lucette Lagnado  
This book is the perfect gift for people who are interested in memoirs or biographies, because this is both – it’s a memoir of 
[Lagnado] herself and the biography of her mother. Don’t miss this one! 
 
A History of the World in 100 Objects, Neil MacGregor  
Sometimes a book will come along where I think you can give it to every adult on your reading list. This is one of those.  
 
The Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine and the Murder of a President, Candice Millard  
In Candace Millard’s oh-so capable hands, James Garfield not only comes alive, but you also mourn the fact that he didn’t 
serve out the four years of his presidency. 
 
Rin Tin Tin: The Life and the Legend, Susan Orlean  
I think Susan Orlean is one of the best nonfiction writers we have these days. 

 

Children’s/Young Adult Titles 
The Cheshire Cheese Cat: A Dickens of a Tale, Carmen Agra Deedy and Randall Wright  
If you’re looking for a good book for seven- to nine-year-olds, The Cheshire Cheese Cat would be a perfect gift for them. 

The Apothecary, Maile Meloy  
This is an unusual fantasy for age twelve and up readers. It’s set in the 1950s, and I don’t know of another recent—or any—
teen novel that uses McCarthyism and the House Un-American Activities Committee as one of its plot devices. 

Secrets at Sea, Richard Peck  
The story of a family of mice who, when the humans they live with go to England, decide to go along even though they’re 
deathly afraid of water. This is their adventure not only on the boat but also in the mouse society of London. A very  
whimsical aspect of Richard Peck. 

Divergent, Veronica Roth  
For teens who loved The Hunger Games and Matched. Very exciting. 

A Pet for Petunia, Paul Schmid  
You can see by the cover that it’s just going to be a delight. This is about a little girl who really, really, really wants a skunk 
for a pet and what happens when she broaches that subject with her parents. Three- to five-year-olds would really love this. 


