
 
Books that Make Great Gifts 

Nancy Pearl Presents: 

The Room and the Chair, Lorraine Adams 
The room is the newsroom of a major American newspaper (think Washington Post, where  
Adams worked for many years); the chair is the head of a top-secret spy agency. Adams’s novel  
is topnotch intrigue, set during the war on terror, and perfect for fans of John le Carré.   
 
Miss Hargreaves, Frank Baker 
Norman Huntley is the sort of young man who has “…never lied in order to get out of things, so 
much as to get into things,” a condition that leads his father to warn him to “Beware of the Spur of 
the Moment.” On the Spur of the Moment, and for their own amusement, Norman and his friend 
Henry invent “Miss Constance Hargreaves,” an elderly poet with a touch of rheumatoid arthritis, 
who travels everywhere with her harp, her cockatoo, her Bedlington terrier named Sarah, and a 
large hip-bath. After Norman (all in the spirit of getting into things) writes her a letter, you can  
imagine his shock when he gets a letter back from Miss Hargreaves herself.  
 
Blood Harvest, S. J. Bolton 
When the Fletchers, an American family (mother, father, 10-year-old Tom, six-year-old Joe, and  
Millie, who’s two), move into a house that overlooks the graveyard in a small, secluded English 
town, it soon becomes clear that someone or something doesn’t really want them there. An  
outstanding psychological thriller. 
 
Soulless, Gail Carriger  
Preternaturals, pink slurps, werewolves, vampires, lethal parasols: the first in a paranormal  
romance trilogy (all of which are available) featuring Victorian heroine Alexia Tarabotti, is great fun. 
 
The Passage, Justin Cronin 
A homeless girl named Amy, a heartbroken FBI agent, a castrated ex-con, an African refugee nun, a 
tragic expedition to Bolivia, a top-secret military experiment gone badly awry—these are just some 
of the ingredients of this genre-bending, post-apocalyptic thriller. Since it’s the first in a projected 
trilogy, we’re going to have to wait at least another year for the next installment…    
 
The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family’s Century of Art and Loss, Edmund de Waal 
The author, a potter and curator of ceramics at the Victoria & Albert Museum, explores the history 
of his family—a fabulously wealthy Jewish banking family—from the latish 19th century through 
World War II.  

Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter, Tom Franklin 
Two memorable characters, one black and one white, who were uneasy friends as children, are 
caught somewhere between suffering and redemption as their lives intersect in a case involving the 
disappearance of two young women—decades apart—from a small Mississippi town.  

Freedom, Jonathan Franzen 
What else can to be said about this mega-popular title except that it’s a perfect gift for readers who 
love good writing and absorbing, three-dimensional characters? Don’t read the reviews, don’t read 
the jacket copy—just dive right in and see if it grabs you.    

Travels in Siberia, Ian Frazier 
This is a terrific combination of travelogue and history by a man who fell in love with all things  
Russian. 



The Good Son, Michael Gruber 
One of those few and far between thrillers that, in addition to providing the requisite thrills, is both complex, intelligent, and 
gives us a fully developed cast of characters. The protagonist, Theo Bailey, is a Special Operations soldier who decides to take  
a more-or-less unauthorized leave from the Army to locate his mother, Jungian psychotherapist Sonia Bailey Laghari, who’s  
disappeared near Kashmir.   
 
Under Heaven, Guy Gavriel Kay 
A novel of a genre I call “elastic realism,” this takes place during the 8th century Tang Dynasty. As a result of a seemingly simple 
decision to honor his father’s death in a non-traditional way, Shen Tai’s life is forever altered in ways that couldn’t be foreseen. 
You can watch an interview I did with Kay in 2007 at: http://www.seattlechannel.org/videos/video.asp?ID=3030703 
 
Last Night in Montreal and The Singer’s Gun, Emily St. John Mandel 
The plot details of these two novels are less important than the quality of the writing—breathtaking—and the well-realized  
characters. Reading these reminds me of looking through the viewfinder of a camera in a very tight close-up, and then having 
each successive shot pan wider and wider, until you finally get the whole picture—but not until the very end of the novels. 
 
February, Lisa Moore 
Based on a real event, the capsizing of an oil tanker in a violent storm off the coast of Newfoundland in 1982, Moore explores  
the effects on the lives of one of the crew’s young widow and four small children.  
 
Matterhorn, Karl Marlantes 
A novel that took more than 30 years to write—but was worth the wait—describes the experiences of a group of soldiers in  
country in Vietnam. Marlantes’s novel just won the Center for Fiction’s 2010 Flaherty-Dunnan First Novel Prize. 
 
Cakewalk, Kate Moses 
Three words: brownies, page 209. Thanks to my friend Jeanette, I know the first version (with walnuts) is amazing.   
 
The Last Stand: Custer, Sitting Bull, and The Battle of the Little Big Horn, Nathaniel Philbrick 
It’s hard to write an even-handed account of an iconic event, but Philbrick succeeds brilliantly. 
 
The Breaking of Eggs, Jim Powell 
Lives caught up in the maelstrom of 20th c. Eastern Europe are explored with a mixture of sadness, humor, and humanity. 
 
Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand, Helen Simonson 
Family, friends, and neighbors in his small English village all have an opinion when Major Pettigrew, a recent widower, becomes 
friends with a widowed Pakistani shopkeeper.  
 
The Lotus Eaters, Tatjana Soli 
A young woman travels to Vietnam in 1965 to find the details of her soldier brother’s death in the war and soon discovers herself 
caught up in events much larger than herself.  

Matched, Allie Condie 
The Society, which never makes mistakes, has chosen Xander, her best friend, to be her Match, but when Cassia sees a picture  
on her Match microchip of a different boy—Ky, a boy she also knows—she begins to question Society's perfection. This is a  
perfect follow up for those who loved The Hunger Games trilogy. Although it has a very different plot, it has the same energy 
 and ability to raise important issues for readers. 
 
Sunshine, Robin McKinley 
This is, quite simply, the best vampire book for older teens, ever. I've never met a high school junior or senior who didn't love  
this novel. Set in a world quite similar to ours in the time just after the Voodoo Wars, Rae Seddon, who’s nicknamed Sunshine,  
is driving home from a baking stint at her stepfather’s café when she’s kidnapped by a group of vampires and locked in the  
ballroom of an old house. It soon becomes clear that she’s intended to be the main course of a meal for their starving captive, 
another vampire—the powerful, handsome, and enigmatic Constantine. But Constantine, going against everything Sunshine 
thought she knew about vampires, resists his powerful urge to drink her blood, and the two form an uneasy alliance against  
their joint captors. Just in time, Sunshine discovers that she has apparently inherited the magical talents that run through the 
blood of her long absent father’s side of the family, and she contrives to set herself and Constantine free. But now her troubles 
really begin…    
  


