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WHO Teen Read Week™ is an adolescent literacy initiative of the Young Adult Library Services 

Association (YALSA), a division of the American Library Association. YALSA welcomes nonprofit 

supporting organizations and corporate sponsors to help promote this literacy program. 2013 

Partners include ALA Graphics, Blink, Dollar General, Merit Press, Scholastic, and Soho Teen. 

The 2013 theme is Seek the Unknown @ your library.  

WHAT Teen Read Week is a national literacy initiative aimed at teens, their parents, librarians, 

educators, booksellers, and other concerned adults. It began in 1998 and is celebrated the third 

week in October. The main theme for the Teen Read Week initiative is “Read For The Fun Of It” 

with a sub-theme that changes each year that serves as a basis for developing programs in 

schools, public libraries, and bookstores. The 2013 subtheme is Seek the Unknown @ your 

library, which encourages teens to explore the unknown by reading mystery, adventure, sci-fi, 

and fantasy books. If you would like to recommend a theme for 2014, please email 

yalsa@ala.org. 

WHERE At more than 5,000 public & school libraries, classrooms, and bookstores across the nation and 

beyond.  

WHY Although teens realize the importance of reading, they have a wide variety of activities to 

choose from when deciding how to spend their free time. A lot of the time, reading gets lost in 

the shuffle. Research shows that reading skills get rusty when they are not used, and the 

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) reports that during the last 20 years, there 

have been only modest gains in reading achievement. Moreover, many active literacy 

campaigns exist, but very few of them focus on teenagers.  

HOW YALSA provides free online resources to help libraries, schools, authors, publishers, and 

bookstores plan local events to celebrate Teen Read Week. Log on to www.ala.org/teenread for 

a variety of resources and tips.  

MORE For more information, visit the Teen Read Week website at www.ala.org/teenread or contact 

YALSA at yalsa@ala.org or 1.800.545.2433 ext.4390 
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