
The original Odegaard Undergraduate Library at the University of Washington was a 1970s 
pedagogy-oriented building that catered to approximately 10,000 students five days a week 
for 24 hours per day. The existing structure benefited from a three-story atrium, but the 
space was diminished by the dark and heavy presence of a solid roof plane as well as the 
iconic, yet large and disorienting, central stairwell. 

Miller Hull was selected to renovate the Odegaard Undergraduate Library and reimagine it as 
a 21st century learning commons, making “the student’s office on campus.” Improvements 
including replacing the central stairwell with more efficient stair and adding an overhead 
skylight. This resulted in an additional 6,000 SF of space and a new daylit environment that 
has become one of the campus’ most popular study spaces. From a pedagogical standpoint, 
the renovation supported a new paradigm of active learning by expressing traditional library 
typologies in new ways that encourage students to be the authors of their own learning.

Polson Building
71 Columbia, Sixth Floor
Seattle, WA 98104
206-682-6837

The UW Libraries physical collection is home to the largest library 
collection in the Pacifi c Northwest with over 9 million books, journals, 
millions of microforms, thousands of maps, rare books, fi lm, audio and 
video recordings. 

The active learning spaces have brought dozens of courses across all 
departments on campus to be delivered in the library within this style 
and the university uses it as the benchmark for all new 
classroom improvements. 

The renovation implemented building insertions for learning behaviors, 
such as collections discovery, consultation, prototyping and production. 
Each insertion is color-coded to create a recognizable family within the 
existing building. 

• Odegaard Learning Commons

• 24 Collaboration Pods with group 
work monitors

• 38 large writeable surfaces

• 26 booths or nooks for intimate group work 

• 14 side-by-side consultation areas with 
power & writable surface

• 21 enclosed, reservable group 
study rooms with writeable 
surfaces + monitors

• Odegaard Writing and Research Center

• Learning Studio with 30 workstations

• Computer Vet help desk

WHAT’S INSIDE:

Odegaard Undergraduate Library
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Sunday, January 27, 2019 | 10-11:30AM | No need to register
Contact: John Danneker, Director | 206-543-2990  | danneker@uw.edu
Building opens at 10:00AM – please gather for brief remarks at 10:15AM in Room 136  
Address: 4060 George Washington Lane NE, Seattle

DRIVING DIRECTIONS
From the North
From I-5 southbound, take the NE 45th St exit 
(#169). Turn left onto NE 45th St. 
Continue east about one quarter mile to 15th 
Ave NE and turn right. Head south on 15th 
Ave three blocks to NE 41st St. Turn left into 
the Central Plaza Garage. Stop at the 
gatehouse inside the garage for directions 
and a parking permit.

From the South
Drive northbound on I-5 (do not use the 
express lanes), and take the NE 45th St exit 
(#169). Turn right onto NE 45th St. 
Continue east about one quarter mile to 15th 
Ave NE and turn right. Head three blocks 
south on 15th Ave to NE 41st St. Turn left into 
the Central Plaza Garage. Stop at the 
gatehouse inside the garage for directions 
and a parking permit.

From the East
Use State Route 520 and take the Montlake 
Blvd exit. Continue north on Montlake Blvd 
and at the fi rst traffi  c light after the bridge 
turn left onto NE Pacifi c St. Proceed west to 
15th Ave NE. Turn right and head north on 
15th Ave to NE 41st St. Turn right into the 
Central Plaza Garage. Stop at the gatehouse 
inside the garage for directions and a 
parking permit.

The Central Campus Garage is typically free 
on Sundays. 

PUBLIC TRANSIT
Lightrail
Take Link Lightrail from the Westlake station 
to University of Washington Station. 
From there, walk up the Ranier Vista (10-15 
mins) to Red Square and Odegaard Library.

Seattle Metro Bus 
Bus 49 and 70 come to campus from the area 
around the convention center. Get off  around 
Campus Parkway/15th Ave East, and walk to 
Red Square and Odegaard Library. 

Rideshares 
Lyft & Uber are plentiful and will take you 
door-door for approx. $15 one way. The 
offi  cial address of Odegaard is 4060 George 
Washington Lane NE, but there are a couple 
of dropoff  points near the library, including 
the circle at the base of Memorial Way in front 
of Parrington Hall. From there, walk to Red 
Square and Odegaard Library.

A main point for any of these options is that 
the central plaza at UW is called Red Square, 
and Odegaard’s main entrance is on Red 
Square. So have “Red Square” as a target in 
mind, regardless of what option you choose. 

Information / Getting Here


