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The design for the addition to and renovation of Library West at the University of 
Florida was a direct outgrowth of the program and goals developed by the library 
staff.  The main objective of the project is to create a state-of-the-art library that can 
hold 1.25 million volumes, seat approximately 1600 patrons, and adequately house 
the library staff.  The project includes the construction of three-story, 60,000 square 
foot addition, and renovation of the existing 117,000 square foot distributed on six 
(6) floors.

Mobile compact shelving is an integral part of the strategies employed in achieving 
the project’s objectives.  The compact shelving will house the libraries general 
collection and be available to the general library user.  The concept uses the 
available space efficiently for the proposed number of volumes while freeing up 
most of the remaining space for patron seating. Structural evaluations indicated 
existing space on the second through sixth floors could not support the estimated 
dead loads of the compact shelving. With this in mind, the decision was made to 
devote the majority of the addition for compact shelving.  In addition, the existing 
first floor is also devoted to compact shelving since the slab-on-grade can support 
the loads.  This strategy proved cost effective since it eliminated the need to 
structurally alter the existing building.
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To maximize first floor space for compact shelving, the design locates Access 
Services along with the circulation desk to the second floor.  The challenge was to 
effectively move patrons to the second floor, which has become the entrance level 
into the library.  The solution creates an entry sequence that moves the patrons 
from the first floor south entrance onto an escalator that takes them into the heart of 
the library.  As the patron reaches the second floor, the circulation desk is 
immediately in front with horizontal and vertical circulation (elevators) to their left 
and right. 

Escalators were chosen to transport the library users from the first to the second 
floor to enhance the speed and ease of moving the estimated 1.5 million visitors a 
year into the facility.  The design includes two escalators, one moving patrons up 
and one moving them down.  In addition, a one-stop elevator is placed between the 
escalators to provide handicapped accessibility to the second floor.

The third floor is the next most public floor containing Reference, and Periodicals 
and Microforms.  To highlight and encourage using the stairs to move from second 
to third, one strategy employed is replacing the rated enclosure of the southeast 
stair tower with fire-rated glass wall assembly at those floors.  The concept is to 
provide a visually apparent stair option to using the elevator. 

The design also is based on the development of a strong and apparent circulation 
pattern on each floor.  In addition, the horizontal circulation is repeated on every 
floor making internal movement in the library easy and user friendly. 

Construction Amount $24,200,000
Program:  60,000 square foot addition 117,000
square foot renovation
Date Completed Design Development 2003
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Another design feature is construction of a transparent (glass) exterior wall at the 
first and second floors on the south elevation to the underside of the third floor 
overhang.  The strategy is to enhance Library West’s principal entrance and create 
a powerful connection between the library and the Plaza of the Americas.  In 
addition, this proposal captures additional interior space on the first and second 
floors. Currently, patrons cannot see the Plaza of the Americas from the first or 
second floors.  The design will provide the visual connection from the library interior 
to the exterior.

The library indicated a desire to provide a study space that would be available 24 
hours a day.  To meet this objective, the design includes a 24 hour study space on 
the south west side of the library entrance, and an accompanying café/vending on 
the south east side to replace the lost vending area.

The space arrangements make it possible to close the library with a series rolling 
grilles (or other method) while keeping the café and study area open.  The concept 
would allow the use of the first floor restrooms to be accessible to library side during 
normal hours, and transfer to the 24-hour spaces when most of the facility is closed.

It is anticipated these spaces would become very popular because of their 
connection and views to the Plaza of the Americas, and their location in one of the 
most used campus buildings.

The addition is located along University Avenue and creates new public face for 
Library West.  The arrangement of spaces in the addition is to “ring” the perimeter 
with public seating devoting the interior to compact shelving.  

The concept is to provide a north face transparent enough that activity and books 
are seen from vehicular or pedestrian traffic on this major Gainesville artery.  This 
design strategy emphasizes the building’s essential purposes, and well as 
presenting a welcoming presence to the community.
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1. Circulation desk

2. Computer Classroom

3. Compact Shelving

4. Public Seating

5. Faculty Carrels

6. Dissertation Carrels

7. Group Study Rooms

8. Current Materials

9. Staff Areas

10 Public Seating

Second Floor Plan


