Minutes of the 

Exhibits Round Table 

Board Meeting

June 24, 2007

The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Amy Rosenbaum, at 7:30 am at the Washington, DC Convention Center.

Board members in attendance:

Amy Rosenbaum, Chair



Kay Runge, Librarian Vice-Chair



Charleen Davis, Vendor Vice-Chair

Janene Witchey, Treasurer

John Ison, Secretary


Geneva Holliday

Kathy Young

Ernie DiMattia

Staff present:

Deidre Ross, ALA Director of Conference Services

Patrick Murphy, Exhibits Manager

Paul Graller, Hall-Erickson, Inc.

Guests present:

Francis Buckley, ALA Executive Board

Jay Askuvich, Midwest Library Services

A representative from 3M

REPORTS & OLD BUSINESS

_____________

MINUTES

The minutes of the March 2, 2007 Board meeting was approved as posted on the ERT web site.

_____________

FINANCES

Janene reported the round table’s fund balance as of April 30, 2007 was $10,154, down from $10,617 on April 30, 2006.

During the discussion of the round table’s finances, Kay suggested that promotion for the Silent Auction include a photograph and bio sketch of Chris Hoy and a history of the scholarship as many newer members are not aware of this information.

_____________

MEMBERSHIP

Charleen reported that the round table had 150 personal members (up from 137 in 2006); 34 organizational members (36 in 2006); and 260 corporate members (264 in 2006).

_____________

WEB SITE

Geneva reported on the web site development and that she plans to restructure it soon.  During the discussion, ALA staff were asked to gather statistics regarding the number of “hits” on the site.

_____________

SILENT AUCTION

Kathy reported that traffic in the auction area had been very good but that the art pieces from the local agency had not been drawing bids well. 

_____________

SCHOLARSHIP BASH

Kay reported that the Scholarship Bash was very successful although only two vendors participated in the Bash Cash promotion.  Further discussion followed centered on the lack of food for purchase and the group’s feeling that food would be desirable at similar events in the future.

____________

ERT SPONSORED PROGRAMS

Amy Rosenbaum noted that vendors must submit programs by next December in order to be included in the preliminary programs which will be distributed at Midwinter.

_____________

LIBRARY PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

Janene reported that about 25 proposals for the Spotlight had been received.  Of those, ten were scheduled within the limits of time and facilities.

____________

EXHIBIT PASSES

Patrick reported that the process for getting on-site exhibit-only passes for visitors was working well.  Discussion followed but nothing was resolved.

NEW BUSINESS

 ____________ 
BADGE READERS

The consensus of the group was that the badge readers provided at ALA conferences are substandard, dated, and do not read reliably.  This appears to be especially true of the hand-held units.  Board members asked Deidre to work with the registration company and assure that reliable readers are a required part of the services provided for our shows.

_____________

BADGE HOLDERS

Comments were made regarding the lanyards provided to attendees for holding their badges.  Ison (once again) asked Deidre to specify to all vendors who sponsor lanyards that they must be made so that badges do not rotate so the side with the visitors’ names are viewable.

_____________

REGISTRATION STATISTICS

Deidre reported the following statistics as of EOD, Friday, June 21.






DC

New Orleans
Chicago

Attendees



18,709
10,843

14,653

Exhibitors



6,477

4,494


6,171
Total




25,186
15,337

20,824

_____________

CONFERENCE REGISTRANT EMAIL LISTS

Deidre announced that exhibitors would be able to rent the lists of attendee email addresses for future conferences.

_____________

AUTHOR FORUM

Charleen reported that Geraldine Brooks and Mary Doria Russell have agreed to appear at the Midwinter meeting in Philadelphia.  We will schedule one more author.

_____________

ALA VOLUNTEER DAYS

Board members expressed concern over the fact that ALA scheduled a volunteer work day for Tuesday while exhibits are open.  Deidre assured the Board that this would not happen at future conferences.

____________

FALL BOARD MEETING

Amy reminded the group that the Board voted at the March meeting to hold a two-day business meeting on September 6 and 7 at ALA headquarters.

____________

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 am.
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