ERT Spring Board Meeting

February 17, 2006

Chicago, IL

In attendance:

Charleen Davis

Marcia Purcell

Amy Rosenbaum

Janene Witchey

Kay Runge

Ernie DiMattia

Connie Wilson

Mary Ginkas

Patrick Murphy

Jay Askuvich

Deidre Ross

Ann Curtis

Donna Gehring (by phone)

Amy McGuigan

Meeting began at 8:35 am.  

Minutes from Midwinter Board Meeting and Membership Meeting were accepted as corrected (Note, need to add final attendance numbers).

Treasurer’s Report – Jay Askuvich

Financial Report  - ending net balance as of 12-31-05 down 22% from previous year.

Membership as of same date up 10% with an increase in personal membership.

Website – Geneva Holliday - no report

Membership Report – Charleen Davis

As stated above personal membership up.  Helped when members walked the floor encouraging vendors to join.  Additional suggestions for increasing membership:

· at registration, have ERT brochure available

· update John Ison’s “Why Should I Participate in ERT?” in ERT Update and also add exhibitor tips

· add article on why the show floor is important to ALA Direct

Scholarship Bash – Ann Curtis

Neville Brothers will not be available.  Currently working with another New Orleans agency, should have a commitment soon and hope to have the announcement ready for PLA.  Proceeds will go to Katrina Relief.  Still considering Cash Bash, which could be used for souvenirs and drinks.

Silent Auction – Kathy Young

Went over Kelly Bullock’s report.  Net proceeds were $34,474.89, which included $21,751 from the Children’s Book Council’s Letters of Imagination and $12,713.89 from the SA donations.  Kelly said she could have used more volunteers especially when it came to the post auction activities.  Deidre looking to get students to assist for Annual.  Also decided to shorten the hours.  SA bidding will now end at noon on Monday.  However, may keep it open Saturday evening depending on how close the SA is to the Scholarship Bash.  Will also add a shipping fee in case items are not picked up.  Considering going with a New Orleans theme.  Will again be asking vendors for donations, some suggestions were for gift certificates for Seattle venues and from New Orleans’s vendors.

Note: Kelly clarified the no shows question that was raised at the meeting… as exhibitors who said they would donate but never delivered their items.

ERT Sponsored Programs

Have only received two presentations.  Deadline for receipt is end of April.

ERT New Booth Awards – Amy Rosenbaum

Will roll it out for Annual 2007.  Judges will be pulled from other associations and from local architects.   Deidre and Kay were added to the committee.

New Business

John Chrastka, Manager of Membership Development

His role at Annual will be corporate recruitment.  His goal is to increase membership to 375.

ERT membership issues that were brought to his attention: recognize corporate  as well as personal members. Suggested adding personal membership as part of the corporate membership.  To promote membership, he is doing an article in American Libraries and in ALA Direct.

ALA Day of Giving

Will have two days of giving, Friday and Tuesday.  Decided not to change Tuesday’s hours instead will promote the Day on Giving on the show floor, some suggestions: vendor matching gifts, one to attendee, one to the library/school of their choice, donation thermometer on show floor to show amount of money donated, any attendee that donates gets a raffle ticket that can be used for vendor prizes.

Technology Showcase – Janene Witchey

Since there will be no room on the show floor in Seattle, the Board decided to skip it this year rather than to try to move it elsewhere.  Will take the time to update the program.  

Nominating Committee – Charlene Davis

There will be three vendor positions open and one librarian position.  At the moment, Janene will be running for the vendor position and Kay Runge for the librarian position.

Council Position/ERT Current Status as Round table

Jay made a motion to accept Kay Runge for the Councilor Position.  Ernie second and the motion was past.

It was suggested by Ernie that ERT has not been an effective roundtable in ALA and would be better served as a publishing committee in ALA which r reports to council.  Ernie will head a task force to look at alternative models to the roundtable.  The task force will include Mary Ginkas, Keith Fiels and Deidre Ross.

New Orleans Update – Deidre Ross

Hotels are at 60% including more hotels with bigger blocks.  ALA staff will be visiting the city on April 3-4. 

Vendor Showcase -  Janene Witchey

There will be two-30 minute concurrent sessions on the show floor.  These will be commercial venues.  Janene will create a template application for the board to review.  Also decided to change the name to Vendor Spotlight.  Will begin promoting in early March. 

Closed the meeting at 2:20 pm.

