ERT Membership Meeting

ALA Midwinter

January 23, 2006

Meeting opened at 8:00 am

Keith Michaels address the membership on two issues, increased membership dues and the status of ALA Annual.    The increase in membership was based on survey of the membership.

As for the status of New Orleans, ALA is monitoring the numbers; the registration numbers are looking good (10% over PLA).  In March several ALA staff will be going to New Orleans to check on the status of the city.  ALA has already raised $300,000 for Katrina relief.  Some vendors still concerned about the city’s readiness and asked if they could have more flexibility with booking the room blocks.

ALA needs to communicate the city’s readiness to the membership to ensure high attendance.  Added FAQ to the exhibitor website.  Also promoting volunteer days before conference (Friday) and after the conference (Tuesday).   Thomson Gale suggested closing exhibits on Tuesday so that exhibitors could volunteer also.  Decided to table the Closing Reception until the Board Meeting.

Treasurer’s Report – Jay Askuvich

Net balance down 23% from 2005

Membership – Charleen Davis 

Membership up 10%.  Members liked having the Membership Meeting notice placed in their booths and also liked having the Membership Meetings on the show floor.

Silent Auction – Kathy Young

It is a go for 2006.  Looking to exhibitors to again support the SA by their donations.

Scholarship Bash – Amy

Have sold 200 tickets.  This year, any money raised over and above what has to be given to scholarships will be given to the Katrina Relief Fund.   The entertainment is yet to be signed.  The event will be at the convention center Saturday from 8-11 pm.

ERT Sponsored Programs – Amy

Will again be doing ERT Sponsored Programs at Annual.

Attendance numbers for Midwinter 2006, 2005 and 2004:

2006 San Antonio

2005 Boston


2004 San Diego
Attendees = 8,326

Attendees = 10,028
Attendees = 7,944

Exhibitors = 2,758
Exhibitors = 3,204
Exhibitors = 2844

Total = 11,084

Total = 13,232

Total = 10,788

Q & A

· need to release confirmation numbers earlier

· meeting room problems

· exhibit only passes not available in time (new passes procedure will be available for Annual)

· received badges but still had to wait in line for holders, need to look at this process

· problems with exhibitors being too loud – ALA not adhering to the policy of shutting exhibitors down after repeated warnings

· need a retail aisle

Meeting closed at 9:20 am

