ERT Board Meeting

ALA Midwinter

January 22, 2006

Meeting opened at 7:25 am

In attendance:

Janene Witchey

Marcia Purcell

Connie Wilson

Charleen Davis

Amy Rosenbaum

Paul Pointon

Kay Runge

Geneva Holliday

Paul Graller

Patrick Murphy

Deidre Ross

John Loveless

Ernie DiMattia

Jay Askuvich

Amy McGuigan

Guest, Jordan Scepanski, representing smaller Roundtables (12) had two issues to share with the board.  First, he was looking for someone to volunteer to run for his position.  This is a three-year position and the election is in May.  His second issue was for support of the resolution to restructure number of councilors from 5/6 to 10.  Jay made a motion to support the resolution to increase membership.  It was seconded by Ernie and moved.   The board also asked Jordon to take back to membership the ERT issue that ERT, unlike most Round Tables has a large number of corporate members (more than personal) which puts ERT at a disadvantage (Currently ALA only counts personal membership when looking at Round Table representation).

Treasurer’s Report – Jay Askuvich

Net balance down 23% from 2005

Membership – Charleen Davis 

Membership up 10%.  Members liked having the Membership Meeting notice placed in their booth and also having the meeting on the show floor.

Website Report – Geneva Holliday

Website difficult to update.  Moving to a new platform in the spring, which will make updates easier.  She has some ideas to enhance the site including adding visitor stats.

Silent Auction –n Kathy Young

It is a go for 2006.  Will also be adding an ad in the Action Booklet.    Geneva was added to the Silent Auction Committee.

Scholarship Bash – Amy

Have sold 200 tickets.  This year, any money raised over and above what has to be given to scholarships will be given to the Katrina Relief Fund.   The entertainment is yet to be signed.  The event will be at the convention center on Saturday from 8-11 pm.

ERT Sponsored Programs – Amy

Sent out information on the ERT sponsored program and only received one response.

ERT New Booth Award – Amy

Will be talking to other associations for feedback on how their programs work.

Friday’s Author Forum

Went well.  Good attendance, moderator worked well as did all of the authors.  To pump up attendance, it was recommended to use testimonials.

Annual

Some vendors voiced concerned about the city being ready.  According to Deidre, the city will be ready as ALA Annual will be the showcase for the city.  City needs Annual for the $35 million in expected revenue.  Expected 20% less attendance, however only down 15% less.  ALA needs to communicate the city’s readiness to the membership to ensure high attendance.  Added FAQ to the exhibitor website.  Also promoting volunteer days before conference (Friday) and after the conference (Tuesday).   Thomson Gale suggested closing on Tuesday so that exhibitors could volunteer also.  Decided to table the Closing Reception until the Board Meeting.

Vendor Product Update Showcase – Janene

ALA will again be doing the Vendor Product Update Showcase on show floor.  They will be 30-minute commercials held simultaneous on a first come, first serve basis.  Will continue discussion of this topic at ERT Meeting in Chicago.

Future ALA Sites – Deidre

2011 Midwinter will change to San Diego

2017 Annual will be Chicago

Nominating Committee will be: Charleen, Jay and Ernie

Spring Meeting will be February 16-17 with dinner on the 16 at 6:00 pm and the meeting from 9-3 on the 17.  The hotel will be the Fitzpatrick.

Meeting closed at 8:53 am

.  

