MINUTES

ALA EXHIBITS ROUND TABLE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Submitted by Janene Witchey, Vendor Member

June 27, 2006
 8:00-8:50 a.m. 

68 people were in attendance.

Amy Rosenbaum called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Amy reminded everyone to join ALA and become an ERT member.

Steven Perry, CEO of the LA Convention Bureau thanked ALA and Vendors for conferencing in New Orleans.

Treasurer’s Report: Jay Askuvich reported that as of 4/30/06:

Beginning Net Assets were $7,461.00; Total Revenue: $6,419.00; Expenses: $3,263.00; Net Revenues $3,156.00;

Ending Net Asset Balance: $10,617.00. 

Membership Report: Overall membership: 2006 (2005): 437 (422); Personal Membership is up 20.18%.  137 (114); Organizational 36(40); Corporate 264(268). Anyone wishing to join the committee may contact Charleen Davis at: charleen.Davis@us.penguingroup.com. 

Committee Reports:

Silent Auction:  Peter Birch briefly reported that revenue was around $14,000 and they were short volunteers this year.

Scholarships/Bash: Sold 2,000 tickets and raised about $40,000 for scholarships and $40,000 for the Katrina Hurricane Relief.  Email Amy McGuigan with any suggestions: amcguigan@ala.org.
ERT-sponsored programs: New Vendor Product Spotlight. Held ten sessions on Sunday, June 25. Vendors had poor attendance. Will work on improving the program for Annual next year in Washington, DC—may look at changing the day we hold the sessions during the conference. Better signage will be created. 

American Libraries Magazine turns 100 in 2007 at the ALA Annual Conference. Leonard Kniffel, Editor-in-Chief, spoke and would like to work with ERT to develop a session on the show floor (Vendor Product Spotlight Session or Live Stage). Anyone interested in joining the Vendor Product Spotlight committee should contact Janene Witchey at janenew@TLCdelivers.com.

Note that there is not a Technology Showcase at ALA Midwinter in Seattle due to limited space on the show floor. However, we are still having the basket reception on Friday evening.

Proposal:

ERT Board has adopted a proposal to change the ALA vendor exhibit contract to allow for no vendor programming outside the exhibit floor during exhibit times. ALA will provide meeting space on the exhibit floor to accommodate meetings.  Reviewed numerous affiliate association contracts and all of them do not allow for vendor meetings off the show floor during exhibit times. Also, proposed shorter exhibit hours (10 am – 4 pm), so that vendors can hold meetings prior to and after exhibits.

Discussion: Need to support customers and discuss business outside the exhibit hall. How will ALA find space to accommodate on the floor at an affordable price?  Each city’s exhibit space is different and may not be able to accommodate.

Motion to table proposal until the ALA Midwinter Board Meeting in Seattle.

Old Business:

Attendance Report: 

ALA Annual 2006 New Orleans:


ALA Annual 2004 Orlando:

Attendees as of Sunday, June 25 11,812
Attendees  13,338


Exhibitors 4,770




Exhibitors 5,694




Total New Orleans 16,582


Total Orlando 19,032



New Business:

Other Issues: Concern about online registration. Passes were not mailed to guests. Some guests unhappy that they could not register on site for free. Registration closed earlier online. ALA will work with ExpoExchange to create a procedure for the turn around time of passes after registration is closed.

Closing Reception at Annual Conference Exhibits: Raffles held at 10:00, 11:00, 1:00, and 2:30 pm on exhibit floor.  Food served 11:00 am – 2:00 pm. Raffle drop boxes located in 800 and 3200 aisles.  Red I ♥ Libraries wrist bands available for hand out.

Special Recognition: Marcia Purcell and Jay Askuvich are leaving the Executive Board. Many thanks for their hard work and dedication.

Meet and Greet Breakfast at Midwinter: A Meet and Greet breakfast will be offered to new vendors that have joined ERT and to non members before the General Meeting in Seattle at the Midwinter Meeting.

Board Term Election Results: Kay Runge from Des Moines Public Library was elected to a librarian position on the board. Dawn Moore from Sirsi-Dynix, John Ison from Demco, and Janene Witchey from The Library Corporation were elected to vendor positions. 

With no quorum possible, officers for the ERT executive board will be elected via email and announced later on the ERT website.

