MINUTES

ALA EXHIBITS ROUND TABLE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Submitted by Charleen Davis Board Secretary

June 27, 2005
 8:00-8:50 a.m. 

76 people were in attendance.

Amy Rosenbaum called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.

Minutes of the Midwinter and spring executive board meetings are posted on our ERT website. They were approved via email previously.

This is the second time we have had the general meeting on the exhibit floor. Plans are to continue this practice.
Treasurer’s Report: Jay Askuvich reported that as of 5/31/05
Beginning Net Assets were $10,798.00; Total Revenue: $6,151.00; Expenses: $2,128.00; Net Revenues vs. Expenses $4,023.00
Ending Net Asset Balance: $14,821.00. The dues increase is credited with the increase in funds.
Membership Report: Membership is up 4% overall with corporate membership up by 18%. 2005 (2004): 420 (403) Overall: Personal 114 (134); Organizational 38 (41); Corporate 268 (228). 
Committee Reports:

Membership: The membership committee talked to non-ERT member exhibitors about the benefits of joining ERT. A letter went out to all exhibitors inviting them to the general meeting. A similar letter is planned for Midwinter. A welcome letter is going out to new members from the ERT chair. Anyone wishing to join the committee may contact Charleen Davis at: Charleen.Davis@us.penguingroup.com.

Silent Auction:  Kelly Bullock reported that bids were up, the location was perfect, and there were more items than last year, with a lot coming from first-time exhibitors. Coupling with the Children’s Book Council has been a huge hit. 130 illustrations and original pieces of art have increased the dollars being bid and the interest in the auction.
Scholarships/Bash: In the past six years over $1/2 million has been raised for scholarships. This year over 2,000 tickets were sold for the Bash at the Museum of Science & Industry. Bash Cash was appreciated and used. Highsmith contributed funds for a band. Many of the past scholarship winners were at the Bash. Everyone is encouraged to support the event next year. More information to be provided later.
ERT-sponsored programs: One session was scheduled at Annual: The Need for Fee-Based Programs vs. Free Programs. The ERT track sessions are being dropped as vendor interest has been low. Instead a Vendor Product Update Showcase is planned for ALA Annual in New Orleans 2006. A committee, chaired by Janene Witchey, is being formed to work on the details. Please let Janene know if you would like to be a part of this committee. janenew@TLCdelivers.com
Old Business:
Attendance Report: 

ALA Annual 2005 Chicago:

ALA Annual 2004 Orlando:

Attendees  20, 819

Attendees 13,836

Exhibitors 6,731


Exhibitors 5,739

Total Chicago 27,550

Total Orlando 19,575

This breaks a record. 
No Conflict Time: 
Friday: 5:00-7:00 p.m. (Opening Reception); Sunday 1:30-3:00; Monday 10:30-12:00
The skeleton schedule is posted on the ERT website.

Midwinter Opening Reception/Author Forum/Promotions: Amy McGuigan has Southwestern food planned for the Opening Reception, three publishers are bringing in authors for the author forum, basket raffles and a Technology Showcase are in the works.
ERT New Booth Award: A committee is being formed to work on an exhibit designer award criteria and recognition.

New Business:
Cultural Communities Fund: Deborah Jacobs from Seattle Public Library came to talk about ALA’s newly established Cultural Communities Fund (CCF) that has been created to help local libraries across the country establish programs that will provide access to the arts. The fund has received a $350,000.00 Challenge Grant from the National Endowment for the Arts (NEH). ALA’s immediate fund raising goal is to raise $300,000.00 by July 31, 2005, in order to qualify for matching funds from NEH. Pledges may be made online at: www.ala.org/ccf, or by contacting the ALA Public Programs Office at (312) 280-5057 or publicprograms@ala.org
Guest Pass Registration Webpage: A URL will be provided for companies to use for guest pass registration online.
Closing Reception at Annual Conference Exhibits: Taste of Chicago booths, 22 in-booth raffles and 4 grand prize raffles scattered throughout the exhibit floor on SupERTuesday should increase booth traffic. T-shirts and I ♥ Libraries wristbands are giveaways. A special thanks to Jon Malinowski for chairing the prize committee.
Special Recognition: Peter Birch and John Ison both are leaving the ERT Executive Board after long and hard work. Plaques were awarded.

Board Term Election Results: Ernie DiMattia was elected to a librarian position on the board. Amy Rosenbaum H.W. Wilson, Mike Dupont 3M, Donna Gehrig OCLC, and Connie Wilson Polaris were elected to vendor positions. All are three-year terms with the exception of Donna Gehrig who is serving out the remaining two years of Mary Jo Godwin’s term. Mary Jo has resigned as vendor member and rejoined the library world.
Other Issues: Registration was poorly placed this time. Worries were not only that the back-up in traffic was time-consuming, but that it created a potentially hazardous crowd-control situation had an emergency arisen. ALA explained the choice and that this was an anomaly. The author event announcements over the PA system were distracting. Cognotes had reported them inaccurately, so this was an unusual circumstance. A plea was made for some sort of relief to the intense heat or cold during setups and tear downs. ALA is looking into this for subsequent shows.
Recognition of Chapters/Divisions/State Shows

Cindy Boyle encouraged all to attend & exhibit at TLA in April. Dodie Ones from the Colorado Library Association spoke of their November meeting.
