
Sample Pitches for Author Events  (compiled by Janie Hermann, Public Programming Librarian at 

Princeton Public Library (NJ) for the  Webinar on Author Visits conducted on March 10, 2015 for the 

Programming Librarian) 

 When submitting a pitch via a grid, in this case below with a bookstore as a partner, be brief and 

business like while still including all the pertinent facts.   Make a strong case as to what makes 

your library uniquely qualified to host this author and include expected attendance and sales. 

Princeton Public Library in partnership with Labyrinth Books would be thrilled to host Alice Waters for an event. We 
imagine this event to take place in the Library's community room, which doubles as an indoors farmer's market during 
the months when it is too cold for the full-fledged weekly market that otherwise takes place on the plaza in front of 
the Library. In other words: town and gown are very used to coming into this space for all things food-related.  
 
Our community room accommodates a crowd of approximately 200. There is video- overflow capability in another 
room in the Library. We are planning a culinary series for the spring of '15, to which we will be inviting chefs and food-
experts such as Dorie Greenspan and Ruth Reichl. A visit from Alice Waters would form a highlight of this series.  
 
The outreach capacity of the library and store combined is truly great. The library's award-winning magazine, 
published quarterly, has a print run of 6,000 copies and their eNewsletter goes out weekly to 20,000+ subscribers. In 
addition to its regular mailing list, Labyrinth has recently begun building an invitation list for 'foodies' in the area and 
had a full house, for instance, for an event with Sandor Katz, author of The Art of Fermentation. The store's owner is, 
moreoever, part of the local food salon, which is run by NYTimes food critic Karla Cook and which has a very large 
mailing list of its own, through which invitations would also go out. Finally, Labyrinth Books has been a forum for food 
justice activism from the year it opened its doors in Princeton and has close ties to local groups working for awareness 
around these issues, including, in particular, edible gardens in schools in Mercer County, which take inspiration from 
much of the work Alice Waters has done. The library has hosted several daylong School Garden conferences and has 
close ties to community gardening initiatives throughout the area via outreach done in conjunction with their annual 
Princeton Environmental Film Festival  
 
It is certain that an appearance by Alice Waters would draw a very large and enthusiastic crowd. We would be 
honored and thrilled to welcome her to town. We estimate a crowd of 300 attendees and sales of about 100 copies of 
My Pantry. 
 

 When submitting directly to a publicist or several publicists in response to a catalog or email they 

have sent listing their upcoming authors that will be touring be sure to include the names of all 

the authors you would like to have appear and let them know that you are open to their 

suggestions. Remind them of past successes (if any) and make a personal connection where 

possible. This email was sent in response to a print mailing that was sent to us and was sent to 

several publicists on staff that we have worked with in the past. 

Good afternoon all,  

We here at Princeton Public Library are busily setting up our spring and summer authors so I am touching 

base as our team has looked through your catalogs and we want to let you know who caught our eye -- and  

to see if you have anyone in mind that might be a good fit for our community.  

In specific, we are very interested in having Elizabeth Alexander visit us here at PPL as we are certain she 

would prove to be very popular with those who attend our events. Kim Dorman attended a recent book 

buzz event in NYC and came back very excited about The Light of the World and so we thought we would 

put out an ask to see if there was room on her tour schedule to make a trip to Princeton. 



Elin Hilderbrand indicated that she would love to return to Princeton for her next tour so please also keep 

us in mind for her tour this summer. Her event with us in November was a huge hit and we have had 

requests for her to make another trip to Princeton.  

I also noted online that Elise Juska’s novel The Blessings is coming out in paperback this spring. I sat next to 

her at a dinner hosted by Ali and Melissa in Philadelphia last winter and thought she was fabulous. Elise 

expressed an interest in coming to Princeton since it is so close to where she lives.  

On a personal note, I am a huge fan of the writing of Susan Jane Gilman and have read all her books. It 

would be an  honor  to host her during the paperback tour of The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street.  

I should mention that both The Blessings and The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street were heavily 

promoted at PPL last summer as they made it on to our Staff Picks List for Summer Reading (see the list 

here: http://princetonlibrary.org/asrc) and I am certain either (or both) of these authors would attract a 

large audience.  

I hope that 2015 is off to a great start for all.  

Kim, Shelly and I look forward to hearing from you to see if we can make arrangements for an author visit 

or two. 

Best, 

Janie Hermann 

Public Programming Librarian 

 

 

 When submitting directly to an author for a specific programming related idea, be sure to let 
them know why their book was selected and what you will do to promote the book. In this case 
we had funding to cover the cost of the trip and that always helps.  

 

Dear Ms. Henriquez,  

I am writing to invite you to be our featured author at our library in early 2015 -- preferably in 

February, but we can be flexible to meet the needs of your schedule. Several of our librarians read 

The Book of Unknown Americans this summer and we all instantly knew that we had found the 

perfect novel and author to help us kick off a new series at the library that we will be launching in 

January (more about that below). We are able to offer a stipend for all travel-related expenses.   

If you are able to  accept our invitation, you will be featured in Connections, our award-winning 

quarterly magazine (online archive here: http://issuu.com/princetonpubliclibrary) and on our web 

site at http://www.princetonlibrary.org as well as in the local press, our eNewsletter, and blog. We 

plan to purchase 75 copies of your novel for the community to read during this program and we 

will have a NYT-reporting local bookstore on hand to sell books during the book signing after your 

talk.  

http://princetonlibrary.org/asrc
http://issuu.com/princetonpubliclibrary
http://www.princetonlibrary.org/


Hopefully I have enticed you to accept this offer and now for a little about “Currents: 

Conversations that Matter”, our newest initiative launching in 2015. We have received funding 

from the NEH to create a program that will encourage conversations in our community about 

critical issues that matter in the current time. We will be using the lens of literature as the basis for 

this series and supplementing with films, community forums, panel presentations and more to 

engage people in the greater Princeton area and have them explore complex topics in a 

meaningful way over a period of 8 weeks twice per year. Our first topic for this series is 

immigration and migration and we would like to encourage everyone who participates to read The 

Book of Unknown Americans as a basis for our discussions.  We will hold several book groups both 

at the library and in the community prior to your appearance.   

Princeton is known as a town of great wealth, but it is also a town with a significant (and growing) 

community of recent immigrants from Latin America (primarily Guatemala, though increasingly 

becoming diverse).  Princeton is also a very international community with people from all over the 

globe gathered in one very small town. The immigrant community in Princeton faces many of the 

challenges presented in your novel and we feel it would be a good way to open conversation in the 

community about this topic. We are working closing with Princeton Human Services on this 

initiative and they have several families and individuals that they work with who would be 

interested in contributing their story to your Unknown Americans tumblr as part of this program. 

We will also involve these individuals on panels and in discussion (using translators if necessary).  

We do so hope that you would like to be a part of this project. Please let us know at your earliest 

convenience.  

Best 

Janie 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Janie Hermann  

Public Programming Librarian  

Princeton Public Library 

65 Witherspoon Street|Princeton, NJ|08542 

jhermann@princetonlibrary.org 

 

Twitter: @princetonpl | Facebook: PPLNJ | Instagram: @princetonpl 

 

 

 When submitting directly to an author (especially when you know it is a long shot) spend extra 
time being creative and making an impression. Do not be fearful of approaching authors directly, 
you sometimes hit it lucky if you make a strong case. Here is a recent ask we sent that was 
especially creative and got an immediate response from a very busy and very much in demand 
author. Unfortunately, he is not able to visit this fall as his speaking gigs are booked, but he did 
indicate that he would keep us in mind for future tours and he thanked us for such a kind and 
creative invitation. 

 
 

mailto:jhermann@princetonlibrary.org
https://twitter.com/PrincetonPL
https://www.facebook.com/PPLNJ
http://instagram.com/princetonpl


Dear Dr. Gawande, 
 
The impetus of this email is to invite you to speak on “Being Mortal” at the Princeton Public Library in 
Princeton, NJ.  However,The Checklist Manifesto is my favorite book, so in that spirit … 
 
Things that might persuade Dr. Gawande to speak in Princeton: 
√  Athens connection 
√  State wide pilot program 
√  Relevant local host 
√  Library series of programs focusing on end of life matters 
√  Visit a great town 
 
Our Athens connection is that I grew up in Albany, spent a lot of time in Athens and graduated Alexander 
High School in 1984. Like you, I enjoyed growing up there and go back to visit family a few times a year. 
 
You might be interested to know that Princeton is one of three NJ towns participating in the a pilot program 
developed by the Mayors Wellness Campaign and New Jersey Healthcare Quality Institute. It is called The 
Conversation of a Lifetime and designed to “help the public understand the importance of making end-of-
life health care decisions and give them the information, resources and tools to do so.” Here is a link to 
more information: http://www.njhcqi.org/new-jersey-health-care-quality-institutes-mayors-wellness-
campaign-seeks-the-conversation-of-a-lifetime-with-new-jersey-towns/ 
 
To support this pilot program, and with funding through The National Endowment for the Humanities, 
Princeton Public Library is developing a series of programs on the issue.  I am often referred to as the 
“death librarian” because of the work I have been involved with to develop programs that encourage 
people to talk about death, dying and end of life choices. Despite that positive and healthful outlook, going 
through the dying process with my mom in Athens was one of the most emotional and raw things I’ve ever 
done. It is easy to preach and so hard to be practice this with our own loved ones isn’t it?  
 
This is why PPL is focusing on the issue and would like for you to be the pinnacle speaker of the extensive 
line of programming and publicity that we are developing.   We have successfully attracted and hosted a 
variety of talent at the Princeton Public Library including: Andrew Hodges, Gary Shteyngart, Jeffrey 
Eugenides, Terry Gross , Michael Graves, Calvin Trillin, Jhumpa Lahiri, Joyce Carol Oates and Chang-rae Lee 
(to name just a few).  We also presented a successful similar program series on immigration this 
winter  http://issuu.com/princetonpubliclibrary . We are taking the same approach for programming on 
end of life discussions. 
 
Our town is a thinking town and the library is the agora where issues that affect us are deliberated and 
discussed. I hope you agree that speaking here would be a decision that would be beneficial to all.  As with 
most libraries, we do not have the budget to offer you the financial compensation that for profit companies 
and associations can, yet we are excited at the prospect of the idea. 
Please let us know what questions you might have and feel free to make suggestions on how we might be 
able to make it a reality. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Shelly Hawk and the entire library programming team 
Princeton Public Library 
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