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The Scholastic Library Publishing  
National Library Week Grant 

 

2010 Application and Guidelines 
 

Theme:  
 

Communities thrive 

  
 

In support of  
 

 

 
Deadline: November 6, 2009 

 

   

Please carefully review the guidelines before preparing your application. 
 

Background  
The Scholastic Library Publishing National Library Week Grant is an annual $3,000 award open to 

U.S. libraries of all types.  It is sponsored by Scholastic Library Publishing and administered by the 

ALA Public Awareness Committee to support a single library’s public outreach efforts during 

National Library Week (April 11-17, 2010).   
 

The Campaign for America's Libraries is the American Library Association’s multi-year, national 

public awareness and advocacy campaign to speak loudly and clearly about the value of libraries and 

librarians in the 21st century. To learn more about the campaign, visit the @ your library® Web site 

at www.ala.org/@yourlibrary. 

 

Guidelines 
Failure to address these items will result in disqualification.  Proposals must: 
 

1. Use the “Communities thrive @ your library®” theme. 
 

2. Use the @ your library® brand in accordance with the official trademark policy in all   

final promotional materials (See the “Download logos” section of 

www.ala.org/@yourlibrary for the official trademark policy).     

Examples of not using the brand correctly are: 

 @ your HOMETOWN USA library (inserting words into phrase) 

 @ your SCHOOL LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER (inserting words into phrase) 

Note: Libraries are not required to use the ® symbol in their proposals.  However, the 

winning library will be expected to use the trademarked logo on all final promotional 

materials. The winning library is also expected to use @ your library in the registered 

trademarked font/color in all final materials.  

mailto:www.ala.org/@yourlibrary
http://www.ala.org/@yourlibrary
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 (Guidelines, continued from page 1) 

 
3. Involve at least one other type of library and/or community organization.  Community 

organizations should include groups outside of the library; internal library groups like Friends 

groups can be listed as program partners but applications should also include non-library 

groups. 
  

4. Be directly tied to National Library Week but need not be limited to one week. 
 

5. Have clearly stated objectives, a realistic budget and a timeline. 
  

6. Specify a coordinator responsible for implementation. 
 

7. Describe a method of evaluation. 

 

Other items to keep in mind: 

 Applicants are encouraged to type their applications rather than filling them out by hand; the 

application can be downloaded in MS Word format for editing on personal computers.   

Additional pages may be added as necessary.   
 

 Applicants are encouraged to proofread their applications before submission.   
 

 Applications will be judged on their success in meeting the specified guidelines and not on 

the volume of content.  Appendices and other attachments should be included only as the 

library finds that they enhance the quality of the application. 

 

Judging criteria 
Proposals are reviewed by the National Library Week subcommittee of the ALA Public Awareness 

Committee.  They will be judged on the basis of how well they meet the above criteria.  Other factors are 

creativity, originality, clarity of planning and potential for generating widespread public visibility 

and support for libraries. Commitment to ongoing public relations activities and allocation of resources 

(staff, materials, time) also are considered. 
 

Directions for submission 
Please send 7 copies of your proposal to:  

American Library Association 

Public Information Office/NLW Grant 

50 East Huron Street 

Chicago, IL 60611 

 

Questions?  Phone: 800-545-2433, ext. 2148 

 Fax: 312-944-8520.  

 E-mail: mmcfarlane@ala.org 

  

Notification of grant winner 
The winner will be notified and announced following the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Denver, Colo., 

January 15-19, 2010.  The winner will be publicized on the ALA (www.ala.org) and Campaign for 

America’s Libraries (www.ala.org/@yourlibrary) Web sites following the Midwinter Meeting. 

 

Submission of written report 
The winning organization must document their activities and submit a written report to ALA’s Public 

Awareness Committee by May 18, 2010.  

 
(go to Application on page 3)

mailto:mhumphrey@ala.org
http://www.ala.org/
http://www.ala.org/@yourlibrary
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2010 Scholastic Library Publishing National Library Week Grant 
 

- Application Form-  
 

 
A.  Name of organization(s):   
Poudre River Public Library District 

 

 
B.  Name of partner libraries/organization(s): 

This grant requires the applicant library to partner with one or more libraries or organizations in its 

community.  Please state here the name of partner libraries/organizations who will be participating 

in your program. 

Climate Wise - City of Fort Collins Girl Scouts of Larimer County Poudre River Friends of the 

Library Larimer County Landfill - Recycle Center 

 

 
C.  Campaign coordinator(s):    

What is the name of your campaign coordinator(s); provide job titles and give a brief background on 

each indicating how their qualifications relate to coordinating this program. 

Jean Gullikson, Children’s Programming Librarian      

17 years as a children's librarian  

 

Norman Fitzpatrick, Adult Programming Librarian       

25 years as a librarian  

 

Paula Watson-Lakamp, Communications Manager      

over 30 years working in marketing, promotion and public relations 

 

 
D.  Address:  
201 Peterson Street, Fort Collins, CO 80524 

 

 
E.  Telephone: 

970-221-6663 

 

 
F.  E-mail:  
pwatson-lakamp@poudrelibraries.org 

 

 
G.  Date submitted:   

 

 
Submission checklist:  

    My library’s program includes the “Communities thrive @ your library®” theme. 

 

    I understand that if my library wins, I will be required to use the @ your library® brand as it  

     is trademarked on all related promotional materials. 
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    My program involves at least one other community organization. 

 

    I have enclosed 7 copies of my library’s application. 

 

    I have proofread my application. 

 
1. Brief overview 
Give a brief overview of your program and its goal in your library community, and your target audiences.  

Be sure to explain how your National Library Week program will use the “Communities thrive @ your 

library®” theme.  (NOTE: Failure to use this theme, including the trademarked @ your library® logo, 

will immediately disqualify your application.) 

 

Just as the Poudre River flows and sustains life across the high plains of Northern Colorado, the 

Poudre River Public Library District is where the free flow of information cultivates growth and 

serves as a source of renewal for our communities. With this in mind, the goal of the Poudre 

River Public Library District’s 2010 National Library Week program is to foster the awareness 

of the library as being the “original renewable resource,” The theme, Communities thrive @ your 

library, will be promoted through a series of programs and activities centered on the theme of 

renewable resources, sustainability, energy savings and waste reduction.   The Poudre River 

Public Library District covers over 1,780 square miles, and includes small mountain 

communities, rural communities, and the urban growth area of the city of Fort Collins. A decade 

ago Fort Collins was among the first wave of communities in the nation to commit to reducing 

local greenhouse emissions. Through innovation, leadership and local involvement, the 

community has benefited significantly from climate protection actions. Today, thanks to the 

efforts of the entire community, Fort Collins has changed the trajectory of the emission growth 

curve. Despite a 5% growth in population, community emissions have not grown since 2005. 

Municipal government emissions have dropped 0.7% from 2005 levels.  Within this context, 

Poudre River Public Library District provides a vital forum where citizens become informed and 

engaged in civic affairs and where young and old are encouraged to express their creativity every 

day. Our renewable resource theme as part of the National Library Week’s Communities thrive 

@ your library,” will show how our local communities thrive as “green” communities through 

their library. Fort Collins is nationally known for its photovoltaic exploration; one of three 

Poudre River Public Library District libraries is Gold LEED certified and powered with wind 

energy; our three libraries represent a renewable resource not only through the loaning of 

materials, but how the library conducts business.  Furthermore, the library’s tagline is Renew 

Your Mind. During National Library Week, the Library District will show our communities how 

they can thrive through small and large individual actions, and by urging our customers to pick 

one thing they can do to save our resources. We will be encouraging the community as a whole 

to use the library as a place to gather information about recycling, sustainability, waste reduction, 

energy saving, water conservation and pollution prevention.   Poudre River Public Library 

District is partnering with “Climate Wise,” a voluntary, city-run program that is dedicated to 

helping local business and the environment through environmental assessments and creative 

solutions. With this partnership, the Library and Climate Wise will set up a series of workshops 

for adults, teens and children, as well as making the week fun with a concert by a band that uses 

recycled items as instruments. Throughout the week, the Library will give away CFL light bulbs, 

recycled library cards that are now magnets to keep track of your materials receipt, and recycled 

book bags. The Library is also partnering with the Friends of the Library and a local Girl Scout 

troop to organize a children’s book swap, where the child can bring in up to ten books and get a 

voucher to return the next day to pick up ten “new-to-you” books. We are also planning a “green 

baby” day where new parents can find out about all the ways they can have a “green baby” from 
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cloth diapers to toys made from recycled plastic. Each activity will highlight how the Library 

District and its communities can work together to thrive and become more sustainable and use 

more renewable resources. The renewable theme of National Library Week will continue into the 

spring with a commemoration of the 40th anniversary of Earth Day on April 22, 2010, and into 

the summer reading program theme of water conservation.  Throughout the spring, the Library 

District will advertise Communities thrive @ your library in community newspapers, on its 

website, through commercials on YouTube, social networking sites and through its Our 

Community Story – the annual report, which will be made “green” this year by having it as an 

interactive link on our website. 

 
2. Objectives of program 
What are the objectives of your program?  Describe the specific results you would like to achieve.  (You 

will be judged on how well you state your objectives and goals.) 

 

The objectives of the program are aligned with the Poudre River Public Library District Library 

Service Priorities and Activities:   Objective 1--Satisfy Curiosity through Lifelong Learning: 

Adults, teens and children will have the resources and programs they need to explore topics of 

personal interest and continue to learn throughout their lives.    

• Programs and activities surrounding the theme of renewable resources, sustainability, waste 

reduction and energy savings will attract up to 200 adults, 100 children, and 50 teens.   

• 200 Adults, children and teens will become aware of, and take part in, small steps toward 

energy saving through the workshops offered by Climate Wise in partnership with the library.    

Objective 2--Be an Informed Citizen: Adults, children and teens will have the resources they 

need to participate fully in the democratic process.    

• Renewable resources, sustainability, waste reduction and energy savings will be formally 

identified as a community issue that determines how our community will thrive into the future.   

• The entire service community (170,000) will be educated on how these issues affect a 

community.   

• Over 1200 adults, 2500 children, and 100 teens will learn how to take an individual action to 

change the renewables in their community. 
 
3. Program plan 
How will your program work?  Please be clear and thorough in stating the details of your plan.  (Your 

application will be judged on the completeness of your plan as well as on its creativity and originality).   

 

Through the National Library Week 2010 theme of Communities thrive @ your library, Poudre 

River Public Library District will foster the awareness of the library as being the “original 

renewable resource,” through programs, activities and partnerships. The Library will be viewed 

as a place where community members can visit to learn about the small things that every person 

can do to help our environment, from turning off the water while brushing your teeth or 

installing energy efficient light bulbs to the larger perspective of the latest view on climate 

change or how wind energy is changing our state. In partnering with Climate Wise, Girl Scouts 

of Larimer County, Friends of the Library, and Larimer County Landfill Recycle Center, the 

Library District will be able to capitalize on experts in the field from Colorado State University 

and University of Colorado to local naturalists and professional sustainability experts.   The 

timeline for National Library Week programming is noted below. The week will include a 

“green” baby program for new and expecting parents. Activities in this component will include 

speakers on how to use cloth diapers and how to make your own baby food. We will also feature 

green toys and books for babies made from recycled materials (Sprig Toys is a local 

manufacturer of sustainable toy products). A program on teaching your child to be “green” will 

culminate with a Children’s Books Book Swap; the Girl Scouts and Friends of the Library 
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volunteers will gather donated books, sort by age and organize for the “swap and shop” day. On 

this day “donors” will be able to exchange a voucher from their donation for a book from the 

swap. For the older children, the Library will have an educational program about the Larimer 

County Landfill Recycle Center and what they can do to keep non-biodegradable items out of the 

landfill. The Recycle Center is donating promotional items, offering great program ideas, and 

donating items for a library display. For adults, the Library District will offer several popular 

programs with naturalist Kevin Cook, and the Rocky Mountain Raptor program on such topics as 

conservation of the species as well as the environment. We will also feature a lecture series on 

world wide climate change and the Antarctic, presented by professors of biology and watershed 

science from Colorado State University. Being “green” in your own home will be highlighted 

with programs on non-chemical cleaners and other household items. An all-ages performance by 

a band using recycled items as instruments will close the week of activities.    Promotional items 

include CFL light bulbs, recycled library card magnets and book marks, recycled t-shirts with 

reprinted shirts from past events, and other items from the Climate Wise program and the 

Recycle Center. Finally, the Library District will change its print annual report, Our Community 

Story, to a new web-based interactive report, and announce its own in-house sustainability 

program. 

 
4. Timeline 
Please give a timeline indicating the date of the campaign and any other relevant dates and 

times of when activities will be accomplished.  (Your program must be directly tied to National 

Library Week but need not be limited to one week.) 

 

January: Grant is awarded.   

• Venues for programs are confirmed.   

• All co-sponsors contacted for a meeting.   

• Band date finalized.   

• Promotional schedule is put into play.    

 

February:   

• Media kits put together.   

• Finalize program schedule with cooperating agencies.   

• Promotional giveaway items sent to print.   

• Event schedule PR sent out through Utility Bill mailing.   

• Interactive “green” Annual Report added to website.    

 

March:   

• Media packets sent to monthly print sources for April editions.   

• Advertisements and posters finalized.   

• Media sources contacted for story plug    

 

April:   

• Website updates with events.   

• Banners, bulletin boards and other promotions set up.   

• National Library Week – 11-17   

• April 22 – 40th Anniversary of Earth Day    

 

May:   

• Follow-up and evaluation with co-sponsoring organizations   
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• Water conservation kick-off to Summer Reading programs for Children, Adults & Teens (our 

registration begins in May)The budget is based on funds from the Scholastic National Library 

Week Grant of $3,000 as well as in-kind donations from partner resources and Friends of the 

Library.     

 
 
5. Budget 

Describe your total budget for the program, where the money and resources needed will come 

from and how the $3,000 grant funds for promotion of the program will be used.  A line-item 

budget is preferable.  (The $3,000 Scholastic Library National Library Week Grant funds can 

only be used to pay for promotional aspects of the program, i.e., printing/design of flyers, 

advertising, honoraria, and other campaign expenses related only to promotion.  Funds cannot 

be used for library staff stipends or capital expenses such as books or equipment.) 

 

From grant:  

• Promotion of activities:   

o advertising (1 ad in local paper) -$450   

o color printing of 100 posters on recycled paper - $50   

• “Community Story” – new concept for “green” annual report   

o Website advertising - $750  

• “Recycled Band” performance - $500   

• Giveaway promotions:   

o CFL light bulbs - $800   

o Reprints for t-shirts - $300   

o Recycled books & toys for program door prizes - $200   

 

From other & in-kind  

• Donation from Friends of the Library - $700   

• Time from Girl Scout Troop for book swap   

• Time from Climate Wise program coordinators to put on programs   

• Promotional materials from Climate Wise program coordinators 

 
6. Evaluation 
Explain how you will evaluate the effectiveness of your program for 1) National Library Week 

and 2) the long-term goals of increased support and visibility for your library. 

 

Poudre River Public Library District will evaluate the effectiveness of its National Library Week 

activities and programs by using both quantitative measurements and qualitative evaluation tools. 

Quantitative data will be supplied by the number of participants at each adult, children and teen 

program. The more important measurement, however, is the qualitative measurement; in which 

the outcomes of educating the community on renewable resources, waste reduction, 

sustainability and energy savings reached through the individual programs are ascertained.   

Outcomes will be measured by distributing questionnaires to participants, with a 70% return of 

“above satisfied” as an indication that the program was successful. The questionnaire will also 

include a call-to-action for the participant to pledge to change one thing in his or her daily 

activities.   The Library will follow-up later in the spring reminding those who completed the 

questionnaire about their pledges as part of the Summer Reading program kick-off. 
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7. Commitment 
Describe your library's commitment to an ongoing public relations program.  

 

Poudre River Public Library District has a commitment to an ongoing public relations program. 

We have a designated communications/community relations and programming staff that also 

includes interns from local colleges. We have a designated public relations budget. We are 

embedded in the community and are partners with the local school district, the local arts 

associations, Chamber of Commerce and small business association as well as the City of Fort 

Collins, and Larimer County. We have a good rapport with our local daily paper the Coloradoan, 

and well as our regional monthly publications. We have a heavily followed website, Facebook 

page and Twitter updates. We want to use the Communities thrive @ your library campaign as 

the beginning of  a year-long focus on the Library District as being a unique place to bring 

people together and help to create a vital, stable, livable community as well as an essential 

resource for a lifetime of education. 

 
8. Optional – Participation in the @ your library campaign 

Please indicate if your library is already involved in @ your library®, The Campaign  

for America’s Libraries, and if so, how.  (Your application will not be judged on the library’s 

previous participation in the @ your library campaign.  This is for story collection purposes 

only.) 

 

N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


