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April 17th—We Celebrated Platt Library’s 15th Birthday

From 1 to 4 p.m., Friends members, volunteers, distinguished guests, and many library patrons

enjoyed refreshments and viewed displays of all that the Friends have accomplished over the

past 15 years. Below is a pictorial guide for producing just such a successful event.

Plan meticulously, visually test your décor, enlist volunteers for the setup, and hire musicians.

Order plenty of punch, get Friends to serve, add a colorful cake, and ask Joy Picus to cut the first slice. 

Present a colorful display about our activities, our achievements, and our accolades.

Invite local dignitaries, ask them to speak and to mingle . . . and hire the best balloon man ever!
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Birthday Bash Recap

Well, dear Friends, we did it again! Thanks
to an extremely dedicated and hard-working
Birthday Bash committee and many other
volunteers, the 15th anniversary of the Platt
Branch Library was a stunning success! We
operated this time under the “KISS” princi-
ple, Keep It Simple, Sweetheart, and still
managed to entertain and welcome the com-
munity to our little corner of the LAPL.
Lest you think that we’re the only ones who 
sing our praises, we received accolades from
our City Councilman, Dennis Zine, as well
as a personal appearance from our represen-
tative on the County Board of Supervisors, 
Zev Yaroslavsky. Certificates of apprecia-
tion came from the California State Senate, 
thanks to our senator, Fran Pavley, and also 
from the California State Assembly, via our
representative, Bob Blumenfield. Neither 
could be present as it was a busy political
weekend for them. We also received a warm 
letter of congratulations from Representative
Henry Waxman of the 30th Congressional
District. It is always a pleasure to welcome
our staunch supporter and former Council
member Joy Picus to our events. Her efforts
on behalf of the Branch are legend in the
community.
A list of those who gave of their time fol-
lows this missive, but I want to say a per-

sonal and heartfelt thank you to Frona De-

Covnick, Annie Haas, Carol Roseman,

Sharon Schuster, Lin Schonberger, and 
Millie Berger for their valuable contributions
to this event. Some give lip service to the term
“team work”; these women make it happen
and I am grateful to them for all of their hard 
work and support.

Sue Strickland, Chair
  Platt’s 15th Birthday Bash

Thanks to all who helped: Millie Berger,
Phil Binderman, Ruth Bromund, Linda Con-
lon, Frona De Covnick, Stan DeCovnick, 
Lynn Durbin, Judy Eichenbaum, Sandra
Fields, Annie Haas, Ted Haas, Shirley Hirsch-
feld, Winnie Lin, Marv Mallon, Reva Mallon,
Freya Maneki, CeCe Mestman, Harriet Mill-
man, Carol Roseman, Lin Schonberger,
Sharon Schuster, Rose Turvitz. Front-page
photography provided by the talented Phil
Binderman, Frona DeCovnick, and Lin
Schonberger.

Event Chair Sue Strickland takes a moment to greet
all those attending our Birthday Bash.

Working to Save the Libraries

Platt Branch Library joined the Save Our 
Library campaign, sponsored by the Librari-
ans’ Guild. On Saturday, May 8th, there was 
a table in the rotunda during the hours be-
tween 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.  During that time,
nine volunteers collected 300 petition signa-
tures and 135 postcards. Sign-ups continued
in the Bookstore through May 14th.
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Mon–Sat 2–4, 3–5, 4–6

and/or 5–7 pm

GAB Grandparents and Books. Grandmas and grandpas read to
Children. Please call for specific hours on a given day.

Mon EVERY 10:30 am Preschool Storytime with Grandma Judie, except as noted.

Tues  EVERY 2:30 pm Teen Computer Games, except as noted.

JUNE

Tues  June  1 6:30–8:00 pm Friends Board Meeting: NOTE NEW TIME 

Tues  June  22 6:15–7:45 pm Book Discussion Group: The Optimist’s Daughter. NEW DAY.

Thurs June 24 4:00 pm Magician Alan Oshiro. Get free tickets at Reference Desk.

JULY

Mon  July  5 LIBRARY CLOSED FOR  FOURTH OF JULY.

Tues  July  27 6:15–7:45 pm Book Discussion Group: The Septembers of Shiraz. NEW DAY.

AUGUST

Tues  Aug  3 6:30–8:00 pm Friends Board Meeting: NOTE NEW TIME. 

Tues  Aug 24 6:15–7:45 pm Book Discussion Group: Chicago. NEW DAY.

  ** PLEASE SEE NEW HOURS  BELOW.**

Calendar of Events
All events held in the Multipurpose Room of the Platt Branch, unless otherwise noted

Library and Bookstore Hours

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Library 10 am–6 pm 12 noon–8 pm 10 am–6 pm 12 noon–8 pm 1:30–5:30 pm 10 am–6 pm

Bookstore 10 am–5:30 12 noon–7:30 10 am–5:30 12 noon–7:30 2–5 pm 10 am–5:30

Adult Literacy

Literacy Coordinator Susan Casmier is recovering
and again available during her regular hours: Tues-

day, 2–5, Wednesday, 10–3, and Thursday, 3–8.

The last all-day training workshop for tutors to be 
held in the Valley this year will be on June 26, at
Mid-Valley Regional. Contact her to find out about
space in that class.

Susan B. Casmier
Platt Branch Library
23600 Victory Blvd., Woodland Hills 91367
Phone: 213-623-4078, ext. 16590
Fax: 818-340-9645

Serving Canoga Park, Chatsworth, Platt, West Valley
Regional, and Woodland Hills branches.

Reductions in Services Still Uncertain

There are new rumors every day about cuts 
in  LAPL funding and services. Rather than 
indulge in rumor-mongering, we prefer to 
review only the changes that have already 
gone into effect at Platt Branch Library:
•  Hours for the Library and the Bookstore
have been reduced, as noted
• Computer classes have been canceled
•  The Friends Board now meets on the 1st

Tuesday of the month
•  The Book Discussion Group now meets
on the 4th Tuesday of the month
Evening programs will take place on Tues-

days or Thursdays
We will announce any verified changes.
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As you all know, the Los Angeles Public Library System is seriously struggling financially.
Friends of Platt are working in every way possible to help. More volunteers are working to aid
diminished staff numbers. The Friends are providing substantially more financial assistance.
Over $36,000 has been spent so far this fiscal year to purchase books and media. For the first
time we have begun to dip into reserves. It has become extremely important for us to generate
as much income as possible since both the library system and Platt Branch face an extremely
uncertain future. Therefore, we are planning two fundraising activities which we hope will 
generate much-needed funds.

BENEFIT DAYS AT BORDERS:

Need summer reading for the kids, travel reading for yourself, a gift for Father’s Day? We’ve 
found a way you can meet those needs AND make a contribution to Platt Library at the same
time. SATURDAY and SUNDAY, JUNE 19 & 20 have generously been designated by 

Borders Books as Benefit Days for Platt Branch.
The process could not be easier. Borders Books will donate 10% of your purchase on those 
days if you provide them with a voucher designating Platt’s name (a gift card purchase gener-
ates an additional 5%). Platt Branch can potentially earn 25% on all purchases if we generate
enough sales. Better yet, you can make your purchase at Borders in Canoga Park (6510 Ca-
noga Avenue), in Sherman Oaks (14651 Ventura Blvd.), in Northridge (9301 Tampa Avenue),
or online at Borders.com.
How do you get your vouchers?

1) They are available inside the library and in the Used Bookstore
2) If you have provided the Friends with your email address, you will automatically

receive a voucher by email.
3) Call Millie Berger, 818-347-1240.

Tell your friends, give them vouchers—you can have as many as you want.

WE NEED YOU!

MAIL A REAL CARD:

No driving to the store! No remembering to get a stamp! No more forgetting to put the card in
the mail! Pick the perfect card from over 250,000 designs, professionally printed on quality
card stock, and personalize it if you wish. It will be either be sent for you or mailed to you.

Follow these simple steps:
• Just go to MailARealCard.com

• Enter our Organization Code: HFJA-999 (must use the dash)
• Order a single card or a quantity
• Schedule when you want it to arrive
• Pay using either PayPal or a credit card
• Each card generates a donation for Friends of the Platt Library

It couldn’t be easier. For less than $3.50, a real, professionally printed card is sent with your
return address and 1st class postage. Never forget to send a card again!
Flyers are available in the Library; for further information, call Annie Haas, 818-348-5666.
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Program Notes

Opera Talks to Continue for a Fourth Year

With the success of Gotterdammerung, The Stig-

matized, and “The Men of the Ring of the Nibe-
lung” the Cycle of the Ring has come full circle
at Platt. Beginning in September on the second
Tuesday at 6:45 PM and continuing every month 
through May 2011, a representative of the Opera
Speakers Bureau will present an informative
Talk. If you have not taken advantage of this
wonderful program here is your opportunity to
do so. The following productions are anticipated:
Il Postino, The Marriage of Figaro, Lohengrin,

and Rigoletto to name a few. Please avail your-
self of this series. A final schedule will be posted
in the next Friends Newsletter.

An Enchanted Evening to Remember

Renowned children’s author Cornelia Funke
charmed and mesmerized her audience with her
expressive reading of an excerpt from Inkheart,
one of her many novels. The group, comprised
of approximately eighty adults and children, was
drawn into her fantasy world. After the reading,
a question-and-answer period followed. The
children showed their knowledge, depth, and
understanding of her characters through their
thought-provoking questions and comments.
And she, in turn, enjoyed getting in touch with 
her young audience. Ms. Funke graciously
signed copies of her various books. We were
indeed privileged to spend the evening with Cor-
nelia Funke.

Frona DeCovnick

Program Chair

The author related to her young readers; they in

turn gave her their undivided attention.

We Congratulate ECR’s Champions

Who Include One of Our Own

When El Camino’s Academic Decathlon
Team won an unprecedented sixth national
title, we were doubly proud. Not only is 
ECR looked upon fondly as “our” school,
but team member Audrey Goldbaum (seen
above, hoisting the trophy) is the daughter of
longtime Friends members Jesse and Mar-

garet Goldbaum. If you would like to ex-
press your congratulations in person, Jesse

has the 10:00 to 12:30 shift in the Bookstore
on Saturday mornings.
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Our Special Thanks to Recent Donors

From To For

Nicholas & Janis Garris General Fund

Harold & Dorothy Gillmann General Fund

Terry & Ellie Haney In Memory of Susan Boething Art/Literature Book

Leanne Foxman In Memory of David Leonard

Leanne Foxman In Memory of Margit Rapbene

President’s Message

THANK YOU! This newsletter is the last
publication of the 2009–2010 Friends of the
Platt Library fiscal year. As the outgoing
President, I want to thank and express my
appreciation to my Board officers and chair-
man. Each person has done such an efficient
job. This made my job run very smoothly.
The Friends have assisted the Platt Library
staff through many changes and challenges
within the library system this past year.
Throughout this year, Friends members and 
the community have enjoyed and supported
our programs including the Opera series, our 
General Meeting speakers, election informa-
tional presentations, and Volunteer Recogni-
tion month. You helped celebrate our 15th

Birthday. Through your patronage and gen-
erous donations, you make our Shel Schuster
Bookstore one of the most outstanding stores
in the Los Angeles library system. The
Friends are regularly funding the acquisition
of news books and materials for the library.
As of July 1, 2010, the new Friends Board
will plan for the coming year. More than
ever there will be a need for volunteers to 
become involved with the Platt Branch Li-
brary. Our Senior Librarian Janet Gast and 

her staff have been incorporating volunteers
to help within the library on a regular basis.
The changes in the overall library system
have also necessitated the need for more
Bookstore volunteers.
As you plan your activities, please include 
volunteering at Platt Library.
Thanks again for a very rewarding year.

Harriet Strauss
President

Become a Bookstore Volunteer

Our Bookstore volunteers are superb! There 
are our regulars who come every week; there 
are also the substitutes who step up to fill in
for regulars, sometimes at the drop of a hat. 
Many of the substitutes have become Book-
store regulars. We have just elevated four
substitutes to regular positions due to 
changes and other issues within our library
system. As a result, our roster of substitutes
has been depleted and the Bookstore needs
new volunteers.
Please call the Friends Volunteer Co-

coordinators Harriet Strauss, at 818-888-

7766, or Linda Conlon, at 818-348-6138, to 
discuss becoming a Bookstore volunteer.
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Membership News

FRIENDS OF THE PLATT LIBRARY MEMBERSHIP

Yes, I/we want to o join o renew o give a gift membership at the level checked.

PLEASE PRINT

 Membership level:
o Life* (one time) $200.00
o Business/school $100.00
o Sustaining*   $50.00
o Supporting   $25.00

    Basic o Family   $15.00
o Individual   $10.00

*Book topics preferred:_________

____________________________

     Date_____________________

Name(s) ________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City_______________________________ZIP__________________

Phone_______________(day)  _______________________(evening)

E-mail address:___________________________________________

Make check payable to  Friends of the Platt Library
   23600 Victory Blvd., Woodland Hills, CA 91367

Membership year is July 1 – June 30  Thank you!

 [  ]   The enclosed gift matching
form will DOUBLE MY

 MONEY.

[ ]   Please contact me/us about
      volunteering to help with

    Library or Friends activities.

Welcome to New Members: Sapana

Gupta, Winnie Lin, Martin Lipkin, and 
Clifton Winnard.

RENEWALS ARE NOW DUE: All regular
memberships expire at the end of June, so 
NOW IS THE TIME TO RENEW. HOW-

EVER, YOU CAN IGNORE THIS MES-

SAGE if you joined or renewed after March 
1st. Your membership is good until June 30, 
2011.
EVERYONE ELSE, RENEW NOW be-
fore it slips your mind. You will not miss an 
issue of the newsletter and it will save the 
cost of sending you a renewal letter. Given
the status of the City budget, Platt Branch 
Library needs your support more than ever.
You can use the form below to renew or 
join. If you want to keep your newsletter in-
tact, you can go to www.plattlibrary.org and

click on JOIN to print out the membership
form. Completed forms and checks can be
mailed to the Library or dropped off with the 
volunteer in the Bookstore. Forms are also 
available in the Bookstore and at the Refer-
ence Desk in the Library. If you have any 
questions about the status of your member-
ship, you can call me at 818-340-6534.

ENCOURAGE YOUR FRIENDS TO 

JOIN—MEMBERSHIPS ARE AVAIL-

ABLE FOR AS LITTLE AS $10 PER 

YEAR.
If they join now, their memberships will be
good until June 30, 2011.
While you are on the website, we encourage
you to click on Business Members. We urge
you to support the Businesses and Schools
that support the Friends and Platt Branch
Library.

Freya Maneki, Membership VP
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President

Harriet Strauss

Fundraising

Millie Berger

Membership

Freya Maneki

Senior Librarian

Janet Gast
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Platt Branch Library hours • phone: (818) 340-9386 • http://www.plattlibrary.org

Monday: 10 am –6 pm • Tuesday: 12 noon–8 pm •  Wednesday: 10 am–6 pm

Thursday: 12 noon–8 pm •  Friday: 1:30–5:30 pm •  Saturday: 10 am–6 pm

IT’S SUMMERTIME!   COME READ WITH US!

The Children’s Reading Program:

  •  Kicks off Thursday, June 24th at 4:00 p.m.

  •  Performance by Magician Alan Oshiro

  •  Get your free tickets at the Reference Desk 1 hour before

  •  There will be kick-off gifts

The Teens’ Reading Program:

  •  Is titled “Reduce, Recycle, and Read”

  •  Like last year, it will be an online program

Check with the Reference Desk and watch for flyers on both these reading programs 

and other special events during the summer.

RENEW NOW!


